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Hospital chief says the turnover of staff is natural 

A&E NURSES QUIT 
OVER CONCERNS 


COURT 

Four deny killing 
man found in flat 

FOUR young men have denied the murder 
of 24-year-old Jaskaran Kang who was 
found fatally stabbed in a flat above a con¬ 
venience store in Brierley Hill. 

Reggie Salmon, 20, of Stourbridge Road, 
Dudley, 18-year-old Dontay Ellis of Central 
Drive, Lower Gornal, and 17-year-olds from 
Dudley and Newcastle-under-Lyme, who 
cannot be named, entered their plea at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court on Monday 

Each further denied the manslaughter 
of Mr Kang whose body was discovered at 
the first floor flat in Stourbridge Road, Brier- 
ley Hill, during the early hours of January 6. 

The 17-year-old from Newcastle-un¬ 
der-Lyme admitted conspiracy to rob while 
the other three defendants denied this of¬ 
fence. They were all remanded in custody 
and are expected to stand trial in January. 


Report by Dayna Farrington 


A NUMBER of senior nurses 
have resigned from Russells 
Hall Hospital amid fears over 
patient safety and poor man¬ 
agement, it is claimed. 

It is believed that eight members of 
staff from the A&E department have 
quit in the last few weeks. 

It is also claimed that more than 20 nurses 
have left since the start of 2018. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
- which runs the hospital - has not confirmed 
the claims. 

It comes only days after senior medical staff 
at the hospital hit out over ‘bullying, bed clo¬ 
sures and failure to investigate urgent patient 
safety’. A letter, signed by 42 workers, raised 
concerns about the ‘professional conduct of the 
senior executives of the trust board’. 

Reduction 

One member of staff, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said: “The thoughts and feelings 
of the senior medical staff is being reciprocated 
by nursing staff and we are getting to a point 
where in the last two weeks eight senior nurses 
have resigned. 

“The main concern through senior nurses in 
general is we feel we are not being listened to, 
the failure to take note of patient safety con¬ 
cerns and the significant reduction in staffing 
over the last six months - it has reduced signif¬ 
icantly, further compromising the safety of the 
department. 

“If they don’t take our concerns seriously 
there will be even more staff resigning. ” 

The trust’s chief executive Diane Wake said: 
“It is very natural to have a turnover of staff at 
the trust and we continually work hard to sup¬ 
port them by introducing additional activities 
and support services, such as one-to-one meet¬ 
ings and staff health and wellbeing walk-in clin¬ 
ics. Our priority continues to be quality patient 
care, patient safety and to encourage people to 
choose to work in Dudley. 

“Our emergency department is facing in¬ 
creasing patient demand, and despite this our 
staff turnover is 10.55 per cent, which is below 
the national average of 11.4 per cent from 
2016/17. Six new staff nurses will be joining the 
trust in September.” 


CROWDS ENJOY FUN IN THE SUN AT SUMMERFEST 



X Factor runners-up Reggie M Bollie on stage at Himley with DJ Dicky Dodd during SummerFest, the biggest event in aid of Mary Stevens Hospice 

CROWDS went wild as Lemar, Matt Terry N Bollie drawing younger fans to the concert able to watch the World Cup final. All money 
and Reggie N Bollie took the stage at a fund- on a perfect sunshine day. raised from the event will go back into sup¬ 

raising music festival in the grounds of Him- Thousands of pounds were raised for the porting the hospice, which helps families 
ley Hall Stourbridge hospice from its first major music across the Black Country, and organisers are 

Around 5,000 people crammed into the festival. already planning next year’s event, 

parkland for SummerFest, which raised The ambitious event came after months High-energy dance duo Reggie N Bollie, 
money for Mary Stevens Hospice. of hard work from the charity’s organising who finished as X Factor runners-up in 2015, 

Soul singer Lemar was arguably the best- team. got the crowd jumping. Dan Malin, a hospice 

known star to take to the stage, with former Music fans basked in glorious sunshine on spokesman, said: “Reggie N Bollie absolutely 
X Factor contestants Matt Terry and Reggie Sunday and, after the music was over, were nailed it. The crowd went absolutely mad.” 


POLICE 

Officers investigate 
drive-by shooting 

POLICE have launched an attempted 
murder probe after gunshots were fired 
at a man from a car in Oldbury. 

Shots were fired from a silver car out¬ 
side a house in Clay Lane. 

The intended target was not hurt and 
the car sped off towards Langley High 
Street, West Midlands Police said. 

The drama unfolded just after 8pm 
on Sunday with detectives now launch¬ 
ing an appeal for information. 


MUSIC 

Jazz festival launch 
at free park concert 

THE Budapest Ragtime Orchestra is giv¬ 
ing a free concert in Lightwoods Park at 
7pm tomorrow (Friday) to launch the 34th 
Birmingham, Solihull and Sandwell Jazz 
Festival, which runs to July 29. 
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Contest to find picture perfect children 


DO you have the cutest child? 
Does your little one look ador¬ 
able in photographs? Then 
your child could be crowned a 
winner in the Baby and Tod¬ 
dler of the Year contest, run 
by our sister publication The 
Express & Star. 

Entry is free and open to 
parents/guardians within the 
E&S circulation area with a 
child aged five or under. 

Our official photographer 
will be at intu Merry Hill be¬ 
tween July 23 and 29 and at 


the Mander Centre in Wolver¬ 
hampton between July 30 and 
August 4. All pictures will be 
published in an E&S supple¬ 
ment and they will appear on 
the paper’s website. 

Parents will be able to bring 
along their children along to 
be photographed and will then 
be invited back to choose the 
perfect picture for the supple¬ 
ment. If they cannot choose, 
one will be selected for them. 

The children will be split 
into four age categories; 0-9 



months, 10-18 months, 19-35 
months and 3-5 years. Read¬ 
ers will be invited to vote for 
their favourite. There will be 
a winner in all brackets, with 


a £500 for prize for each cat¬ 
egory and extra £250 for the 
the overall winner. To vote, 
simply choose your favourite 
from all the entries. 

The photographs will also 
be featured in the E&S on 
Wednesday, September 12. 

Once you’ve chosen, cut 
out the special vote tokens 
printed each day until Octo¬ 
ber 13. The deadline for re¬ 
turning tokens is October 19. 

Along with your vote to¬ 
kens, complete a Voting To¬ 


kens Return Form, either 
downloaded and printed from 
the website or using the form 
available in the E&S. 

Be sure to include the 
child’s name, age category and 
unique voting code number. 

Readers may vote as many 
times as they like using the 
vote tokens, which can be sent 
in batches or all together in 
one envelope after all tokens 
have appeared. Voting Tokens 
Return Forms MUST be sent 
each time tokens are sent in. 


STEM students rise to 
innovation challenge 

FROM a reading aid for the visually im¬ 
paired to a chair in a briefcase - young 
inventors have been showing off their 
creations in the MNA STEM Challenge 
2018. 

After months of hard work 21 teams from 
schools across the Black Country, Stafford¬ 
shire and Shropshire presented their prod¬ 
ucts to the competition judges. 

The students had been set the brief of designing 
and manufacturing a product to improve or en¬ 
hance the quality of life for a group or person they 
considered to be disadvantaged. 

Each team was paired up with a mentor from 
a local business or organisation who have offered 
them advice and guidance since the challenge was 
launched. 

There was a buzz in the air at Dudley College 
of Technology as pupils, teachers and business 
mentors gathered to share their ideas and working 
models. 

Diverse 

The results were very impressive with a diverse 
range of products on display at the Dudley Advance 
II campus. 

Judges spent a morning scrutinising their work 
plans, listening to the pupils’ presentations and 
watching demonstrations before announcing their 
winners. 

The overall winner was Thorns Collegiate Acad¬ 
emy in Quarry Bank with their My Stand device, 
which will now be sold to help raise money for 
Sedgley-based Beacon Centre. 

The team, named Little Einsteins, designed a 
stand for a mobile phone or tablet that enables 
blind and visually impaired people to make the 
most of a talking camera app called Seeing AI. As Overall winners Thorns Collegiate Academy pupils with Dudley College principal Neil Thomas 



Bear offer 
backfires 
due to store 
refit closure 

PARENTS have vented their anger 
after Build-A-Bear closed its Merry 
Hill store on the day of a cheap teddy 
offer. 

The chain was offering its Build-A- 
Bear ‘pay your age’ offer nationwide 
on July 12 leading to huge queues 
outside stores. But the branch on the 
upper mall of the Brierley Hill shop¬ 
ping centre was closed for a re-fit. 

Build-A-Bear later reportedly aban¬ 
doned the offer citing an ‘overwhelm¬ 
ing and unprecedented’ demand. 

Many shoppers were hoping to take 
advantage of the one-day deal, which 
sees them pay their child’s current 
age in pounds for one of the popular 
stuffed toys. 

A sign was put up on the shop’s 
shutters and Merry Hill did advise 
of the store closure on Facebook and 
Twitter. But many shoppers took to 
social media to voice their disappoint¬ 
ment. 

A spokesman for Intu Merry Hill 
said the store was due to re-open to¬ 
morrow (Friday). 

Elsewhere across the country, 
Build-A-Bear stores received an ‘un¬ 
precedented response’ to the promo¬ 
tional event, including huge queues 
outside the branch in Telford. 

People began queueing outside 
the workshop from 8am, and by 
mid-morning new arrivals were being 
turned away and given vouchers by 
apologetic staff. 

Rooms above pub 
gutted by blaze 

A WOMAN was taken to hospital af¬ 
ter a fire broke above a Black Country 
pub. Crews from Haden Cross Fire 
rushed to the Spring Meadow pub, 
Halesowen Road, Old Hill, just before 
7pm on Wednesday, July 11, moments 
before kick-off in the England v Croa¬ 
tia World Cup Match. 

The blaze started in a front bed¬ 
room with customers rushing upstairs 
to tackle it with fire extinguishers. 

Dramatic footage posted to social 
media by firefighters shows charred 
walls and multiple rooms of the living 
quarters devastated by the fire. 

Three people were treated on the 
scene for smoke inhalation and a 
woman was taken to Russells Hall 
Hospital but was later released. Crews 
also rescued a cat from the blaze. 


well as holding a tablet or phone, it has an extra 
shelf so that a document can be placed at the ideal 
height and position in front of the device’s camera 
enabling the app to read the text out aloud. The 
team, whose mentors were Mel Sinar and Kira Ed¬ 
wards from Petford Group, were in regular contact 
with Matt Harrison, Beacon’s technology services 
manager, to ensure the product suited needs. 

Science teacher Deb Bate said being named over¬ 


all winners was ‘amazing’, adding: “It’s been a 
great experience and we’re delighted that thanks 
to Petford Group the Beacon Centre is going to be 
selling these stands in their shop.” 

Team member Jasmine Lawrence, aged 14, said: 
“It’s given us a great insight into the world of work 
and the different jobs available. It was interesting 
to see how different people had interpreted the 
brief we had been given.” 


Winner of Best Work Plan, sponsored by En¬ 
trust, were Holly Hauliers from Holly Hall Acad¬ 
emy who worked with mentors Martyn Hughes and 
Ryan Young from Harco Engineering on a ‘chair in 
a briefcase. 

Express & Star editor Keith Harrison congratu¬ 
lated the teams, saying: “The ingenuity, dedication, 
organisation and the talent of those involved has 
shone through from the very start.” 


Club tennis taster 

OLD Hill Tennis Club has an open 
afternoon from 2 to 4pm on Sunday. 

The club at Barrs Road, Cradley 
Heath, is taking part in the Great 
British Tennis Weekend. Call (01384) 
566466 for further details. 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 

fife Home Visits Available 



01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 
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Council pays 
out £5m for 
women's 
equal pay 

DUDLEY Council was forced to pay 
out more than £5 million in settle¬ 
ments over an equal pay row. 

Hundreds of women took legal 
action after claiming they were not 
being paid enough compared with 
male colleagues. 

Councillor Steve Clark, cabinet 
member for finance said: “It’s essen¬ 
tial that our staff feel valued and are 
appropriately rewarded for the work 
that they do in helping us to deliver 
the best possible services for resi¬ 
dents. 

“In common with other councils, 
Dudley has had to settle claims in re¬ 
lation to alleged historic disparity in 
pay between employees. 

“Under accounting rules we have 
been able to mitigate the financial 
impact by spreading the cost of these 
settlements over 20 years.” 

Dudley paid out the amount over 
three years, ranging from £200 to 
£104,447.07 for one settlement alone 
in 2015. 

Hundreds of women took legal ac¬ 
tion against the authority in 2013. 
Some had accepted offers in 2010 
for only a couple of hundred pounds 
whereas others had received up to 
£90,000. 

Councillor Ken Finch said: “I am a 
big believer in equality and I think it’s 
something I think we should’ve tack¬ 
led years ago. 

“It was on the cards years ago. I 
was involved when I was a member of 
a trade union years ago 

“It’s a just reward and it’s no more 
than they deserve.” 

Mayor's pledge on 
‘controlling group* 

LABOUR’S hope of running Dudley 
Council has received a setback after 
the town’s mayor said he would vote 
with the ‘controlling group’ on any 
vote of no confidence. 

As Dudley Mayor, Conservative 
Councillor Alan Taylor has the vital 
casting vote used to break a deadlock 
when parties are tied. 

Earlier this month, the defection 
of Norton ward councillor, Mike At- 
twood, from the Tories, opened up 
the prospect of Labour taking control 
with 36 seats to the Conservatives’ 
35. Labour leader Pete Lowe said he 
had been told by the mayor he would 
use his casting vote to back the largest 
group in the council chamber. 

But the mayor has denied such a 
suggestion, saying: “He has mistaken 
me. He said I would support the larg¬ 
est group but I said that, as mayor, I 
would support the controlling group.” 
Asked if he would be supporting the 
Conservatives he refused to be drawn, 
adding: “My quote is, I will be sup¬ 
porting the controlling group.” 


Mother-of-six 'denied option 



Natalie Billingham 


THE brother of a mother-of-six who died 
from sepsis at hospital in Dudley has said 
his sister was ‘denied the option of surviv¬ 
al’. 

An inquest was told that Natalie Billing¬ 
ham, from Tipton, died earlier this year 
after she was originally admitted to A&E 
at Russells Hall Hospital on February 
28 with suspected deep vein thrombosis 
(DVT). Her family had previously said she 
spent 12 hours in a cubicle. 

She was in fact suffering with necrotiz¬ 
ing fasciitis and sepsis, which was only 
diagnosed hours later when her condition 
deteriorated rapidly. The inquest heard 


blood results, which could have shown an 
abnormality, were not checked. 

Black Country Coroner’s Court heard 
the 33-year-old underwent surgery three 
times, her leg was amputated, but her dev¬ 
astated family were later told the infection 
had spread too far and caused organ fail¬ 
ure. 

She died on March 2. Her cause of death 
was listed as multiple organ failure. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust had apologised after her death and 
launched an investigation, which high¬ 
lighted a number of failings and also 
included changes and action plans for 


of survival' 

improvement which are in the process of 
being carried out. 

Senior Black Country coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique recorded a narrative conclusion into 
Natalie’s death but said he couldn’t con¬ 
tribute neglect as part of his conclusion. 
He said: “I still have concerns about the 
progress being made at the trust and other 
deaths being prevented. I will be writing to 
the trust.” 

In a statement after the inquest, Na¬ 
talie’s brother, Trevor Rawlins, said: “Na¬ 
talie was 100 per cent denied the option of 
survival, regardless of faults of individuals 
or organisations.” 


Black Country Day party 
in Dudley town centre 


IT WAS an absolutely hostin' Black 
Country Day as Dudley Fun Day 
brought crowds to the town centre for 
music, food stalls, children’s entertain¬ 
ment and the revival of the town’s fa¬ 
mous annual coffin race. 

The coffin race is a humorous re-enactment 
of an event that happened during the Eng¬ 
lish Civil War in 1646 when the Cavalier and 
Roundhead armies called a temporary cease¬ 
fire to allow the body of Mistress Beaumont 
to be carried from the under siege Dudley 
Castle to Top Church for burial. 

Chairman of the Black Country Festival Dave 
Brownhill said it had been a brilliant occasion. 

“This is the sixth Black Country Day and the 
fifth Black Country Festival,” he said. “The beauty 
of this year is the festival has spread wider across 
the Black Country. There are more events than 
ever before and I’m absolutely delighted to see that. 

Community 

“It’s great to see how the community has really 
embraced the Black Country Festival.” 

Other events on Saturday included Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Fiesta in West Park, Wordsley Carnival, the 
OH Festival at Old Hill, Bilston’s Black Country 
Day and Wednesbury Carnival. 

Wolverhampton’s Britain’s Got Talent finalist 
Donchez Dacres made an appearance in both Dud¬ 
ley and Wordsley, delighting fans with a perfor¬ 
mance of his hit tune Wiggle Wine. He said: “It’s 
an honour to be here, on Black Country Day. For 
the local people to embrace me in this way is just a 
fantastic feeling.” 

The festivities continue at Brierley Hill this Sat¬ 
urday when the Brier Fair, now in its second year, 
will be held from 9am to 5pm along Brierley Hill 
High Street. There will be arts and crafts activi¬ 
ties in the library, street entertainment including 
Punch and Judy shows, face painting, the Thomas 
Jones fun fair and market stalls, plus a programme 
of entertainment including military band, choirs 
and dance groups. 

Also the Summer in the Park event is held at 
Dudley’s Buffery Park from 11am to 5pm, includ¬ 
ing wrestling, classic cars and a land train. 



It’s the thumbs up for Black Country Day from the Mayor of Dudley Councillor Alan Taylor at Stone Street 



Wiggle Wine time with Donchez Dacres at Wordsley It was an uphill task in the heat for these coffin racers 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Celebration for 
support service 

A CELEBRATION that included a 
signed singing performance marked 
the launch of a new disability service 
for Dudley borough. 

The service will support people with 
physical and/or learning disabilities, 
special educational needs or autism. 

Dudley Disability Service is a joint 
project between Dudley Council and 
partner agencies including voluntary 
groups Dudley Voices for Choice and 
Dudley Parent Carer Forum to help 
people live independent lives. 

The event at Dudley College and 
included speakers from the local au¬ 
thority as well marathon man Blind 
Dave Heeley. 

Beacon bullseye 
thanks to league 

BEACON Centre for the Blind in 
Sedgley has hit the bullseye with a 
cash donation of £2,000 from a darts 
league in Wolverhampton. 

Wolverhampton Wednesday Night 
Ladies Darts League has been sup¬ 
porting Beacon ever since the league’s 
formation in 1954. 

The cheque was presented at 
Wednesfield British Legion Clubdur- 
ing a celebration event on July 7. The 
evening also included a trophy cere¬ 
mony. Arwyn Jones, chief executive 
at Beacon Centre, said: “We are very 
grateful for the support.” 

Cash boost for 
park and church 

NEW facilities have been added to a 
church and park in the Black Country 
after receiving funding from a super¬ 
market group. 

The Central England Co-op has 
handed out £11,800 to worthy causes 
across the West Midlands through its 
Community Dividend Fund. 

Friends of Hurst Green Park, in 
Halesowen, received £2,500 for play 
equipment. 

Electric heaters will be installed at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 
in Old Hill, after a £2,000 donation. 

New twice-week flights 
will be Morocco bound 

NEW flights to Morroco are taking off 
from Birmingham this autumn. 

Air Arabia Maroc is launching a 
service connecting the West Midlands 
with Agadir, a city on the Atlantic 
coast of the north African country. 

The twice-weekly scheduled service 
from Birmingham Airport to the Mo¬ 
roccan resort city known for his beach, 
promenade and golf courses will start 
from October 1, operating on Tues¬ 
days and Fridays. 
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Hearing Problems... 
...or maybe just ear wax? 


DON’T SUFFER IN SILENCE! 

The symptoms of ear wax are impaired hearing, dizziness, ear pain, 
a plugged or full sensation and ringing in the ear. It is very common 
for ears to become blocked with wax, leading to discomfort, pain 
and hearing loss. 

You should never attempt to self-clean and always seek professional 
advice. We offer safe, gentle and effective methods of wax removal. 

Stourbridge 

Hearing 

Centre 

Stourbridge Hearing Centre 

59 High Street 
Stourbridge DY8 I DE 
01384 476 306 



FOR A LIMITED TIME, WITH THIS ADVERT 

25% MICROSUCTION 
OFF WAX REMOVAL 


CREATE AN ENTRANCE. 






OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


... and visit our 
Halesowen Showroom 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 
Call 0121 550 1444 


r DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE 
r VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 
r READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 
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4 Free summer 
swimming 
for children 

CHILDREN will be able to swim 
for free at leisure centres in Dudley, 
Stourbridge and Halesowen over the 
summer holidays. 

Dudley Council bosses have an¬ 
nounced the move to encourage 
youngsters to stay active, keep fit and 
help beat the boredom during the six- 
week break. 

The offer will be on at Dudley 
Leisure Centre, Halesowen Leisure 
Centre and Crystal Leisure Centre in 
Stourbridge during public swimming 
times. Children up to and including 
the age of 16 who reside in Dudley 
borough are eligible. 

Free swimming will start on July 
21 and finish on September 2, the day 
before most children return to school. 

Registration must be completed in 
advance and parents can sign their 
children up at www.freeswimindud 
ley.co.uk where they will then be is¬ 
sued with a QR code which can be 
scanned every time they visit one of 
the leisure centres. 

Families without access to the in¬ 
ternet can sign up at any of the bor¬ 
ough’s libraries. 

Prize 

Children who register before Sat¬ 
urday will automatically be entered 
into a free prize draw to win an an¬ 
nual junior membership at the leisure 
centres. 

Councillor Ruth Buttery, cabinet 
member for health, said: “We are 
very keen to promote initiatives that 
encourage children in our borough to 
stay fit, active and healthy.” 

Sessions outside of public swim¬ 
ming times, such as Aqua Run at 
Halesowen, are not included. Children 
and families are advised to turn up 
early to avoid queues at peak times. 

Children aged eight or over may 
enter the pools unaccompanied. All 
under the age of eight must be ac¬ 
companied into the water by an adult 
(over 16). One adult may accompany 
up to two children aged under eight. 


Location of proposed new 
girls' school is confirmed 



Lee Stafford officially launched the partnership with Halesowen College to train tomorrow’s hair stylists 


A COLLEGE has launched a new 
partnership with an award-winning 
hairdresser. 

Halesowen College will be team¬ 
ing up with Lee Stafford Education 
later this year. Celebrity stylist Lee 
Stafford aims to create the very best 
training opportunities in the world for 
would-be hairdressers. 

With a launch planned for Septem¬ 


ber, the aim is to ensure students are 
the most employable in the region and 
that Halesowen College is recognised 
as ‘the place to train’. 

The college is one of only 12 Lee 
Stafford Academies in the country. 
Lee said: “I’m absolutely delighted to 
be partnering with Halesowen College 
and really looking forward to working 
alongside trainers and students.” 


Jacquie Carman, college director of 
finance and corporate services, added: 
“We are thrilled to be working with 
Lee, who has already delivered the 
most amazing masterclass to our hair¬ 
dressing students. 

“This is an exciting opportunity for 
the college.” 

To find out more visit www.hale 
sowen.ac.uk website. 


CONCERNED residents flocked to a school hall to have their 
say on controversial plans for a 750-pupil girls’ boarding 
school. 

The public event, held at Old Swinford Hospital, on Heath Lane, saw 
members of the community questioning headteacher Paul Kilbride 
over the proposals. 

It was confirmed the site being considered for the new free school was off 


Norton Road, opposite the Roman 
Catholic graveyard, owned by the 
Thomas Foley Foundation. Speaking 
at the meeting, Old Swinford Hospital 
headteacher Mr Kilbride said: “We are 
in consultation with planning consult¬ 
ants because there is precedent for 
education buildings being put on that 
land.” 

He said the new school would be tar¬ 
geting ‘disadvantaged girls’. 

Mr Kilbride said: “For the first time 
the Government itself has identified 
this local authority district as a tar¬ 
geted area, which means it is a part of 
the country where a new free school 
will have the greatest impact on im¬ 
proving outcomes. 

Funding 

“In terms of what we are proposing, 
it is a free school and by a free school 
we mean a state school which receives 
its funding directly from central Gov¬ 
ernment, directly from the Depart¬ 
ment for Education, and a school 
which is set up to meet local needs. 

“It is non-selective, it is not a gram¬ 
mar school, it is a non-denomination 
school and a single sex school. Stour¬ 
bridge frankly does not need another 
secondary school, but our local author¬ 
ity certainly does and the Black Coun¬ 
try certainly does. 

“We think that our founder Thomas 
Foley, who was a Black Country boy 
through and through, would approve.” 


NEC Lakeside 
Proms events 
are cancelled 

THE NEC Birmingham has cancelled 
a planned weekend of live outdoor 
Proms-style music events. 

Lakeside Proms was due to take 
place on the grounds of the complex 
on August 4 and 5, but the venue this 
week announced it was being called 
off due to ‘unforeseen circumstances’. 

A brief message posted on the 
event’s page on the NEC website read: 
“Due to unforeseen circumstances, 
NEC Lakeside Proms with The Royal 
Philharmonic due to take place on 4th 
and 5th August has been cancelled. 

“The organisers are very sorry for 
any inconvenience caused. Ticket 
holders should contact The Ticket 
Factory to receive a full refund.” 

It is unclear whether slow ticket 
sales or other problems were behind 
the cancellation. 

Lakeside Proms was to feature the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and a 
firework display. 


IRELAND'S ANCIENT EAST 

I EXPLORE IN YOUR OWN CAR 
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Just across the sea lies a land like no other, a land of history and folklore, waiting 
to be explored. With treasures to be discovered like the centuries old Kilkenny castle, 
located at the heart of an historic medieval city. From just £79 when you bring your 
car with Irish Ferries. Book now at irishferries.com Travel. Together. 




KILKENNY CASTLE, CO. KILKENNY 
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Irish Hrmrirs 


From £79 online fare for you and your car is available for travel from 4th September to 18 December 2018 for midweek travel (Tues & Wed) on night cruise ferry departi 
Must be booked min 41 days in advance of travel date. New bookings only. See irishferries.com for details. 
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Call for businesses to be forced 
to display food hygiene score 


RESTAURANTS with low hygiene ratings should be made to 
display their scores to customers in a bid to force them to 
improve, a councillor says. 

Councillor Adam Aston is calling on Dudley Council to support a 
campaign to change the law which would then make the display of 
Food Standards Agency ratings compulsory. The move would bring 
England into line with Welsh and Northern Ireland laws. 
- The Upper Gornal and Woodsetton 


Darlings add 
glamour to 
40s weekend 

GLAMOROUS wartime elegance pre¬ 
vailed at a popular 1940s weekend 
starring TV singing sensation The 
D-Day Darlings. 

Visitors to the Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum got into the spirit by 
donning tea dresses and tailored 
suits for the annual two-day nostalgia 
bing. This year there was more of a 
buzz than usual with the return of the 
D-Day Darlings, who since their last 
performance at the museum a year 
ago have become a household names 
after making thousands of new fans 
via TV as Britain’s Got Talent final¬ 
ists. At the weekend they sang twice 
in the park before performing four 
sets in the Workers’ Institute on both 
days. Also performing were George 
Formby tribute act Joe Thomas and 
singer Pete Wayre. 

The D-Day Darlings raise funds for 
the Royal British Legion, so far rais¬ 
ing £40,000. 


ward councillor was speaking as the 
local authority discussed a report on 
its Food and Feed Service Plan for the 
coming year. 

Councillors were told 983 food out¬ 
lets had been inspected by council of¬ 
ficers on behalf of the Food Standards 
Agency during 2017. 

Businesses are rated from zero to 
five for food hygiene and after inspec¬ 
tions are given a sticker which they 
can choose to show at the entrance to 
their premises. 

Public 

Councillor Aston said that although 
the ratings were available on the Food 
Standards Agency’s website, only high 
scoring food outlets displayed them to 
the public. 

Asking Councillor Ruth Buttery, 
cabinet member for health and well¬ 
being, to write to the Health Secretary 
supporting the Local Government As¬ 
sociation’s campaign, he said: “The 
health impact of unsafe food can be 
life changing and potentially life end¬ 
ing, particularly for the very young, 
the very old or those with chronic con¬ 
ditions. 

“Displaying ratings would undoubt¬ 
edly push up food standards.” 


Glazing firm are celebrating success 



Howells Patent Glazing’s business development manager Tracey Jackson, right, 
and Debbie Willetts, the financial controller, with one of their two awards 


SAND WELL has been celebrating the 
success of its business sector with its 
third annual awards event. 

There was double success for Cra- 
dley Heath company Howells Patent 
Glazing, which took both the innova¬ 
tion award and another prize for com¬ 
mitment to apprenticeships. 

The company said its success high¬ 
lighted Howells’ commitment to its 
employees’ career development by of¬ 
fering various courses both internally 
and externally delivered. 

Debbie Willetts, financial controller 
and training mentor, said: “We have 
been really amazed at the positive 
responses that we have encountered 
from staff with these courses, man¬ 
agement have led by example and this 
approach has seen great uptake and 
requests for further opportunities.” 

It also underlined the importance of 
keeping up to date with new practices 
and innovation, said sales director 
Gary Howells: “We can not afford to 
stand still, we have to invest in our 
future.” 

Central TV presenter Sameena Ali- 
Khan was the host at the awards at 
Sandwell College, which are organ¬ 
ised by the Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce, Sandwell Business Solu¬ 
tions Centre, Sandwell College and 
Sandwell Council. 

The business person of the year 
award went to Paul Hull of KMB Ship¬ 
ping Group in Burnt Tree, Tipton. Mr 
Hull is European & Irish director of 
the freight forwarding company. 


Beating victim $ 
guided police 
to attackers 

THE victim of a vicious unprovoked 
beating in Dudley was able to direct 
police to his attackers by following 
them. 

Darren Hanson was walking in Wol¬ 
verhampton Street on his way home 
shortly after midnight on Decem¬ 
ber 3 when Samuel Blezard, 34, and 
21-year-old Jordan Ledgister, who 
had both been drinking, confronted 
him, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told. The younger man forced 
him against a window and kicked 
him, said Mr Lai Amarasinghe, pros¬ 
ecuting. Then both defendants gave 
Mr Hanson a savage beating, raining 
down punches and kicks as he lay on 
the ground. 

As the pair left, Blezard picked up 
a bag which contained a video camera 
that had been dropped by 46-year-old 
Mr Hanson. The victim bravely kept 
the two men in sight after calling the 
police and giving them a running com¬ 
mentary on their whereabouts. 

When questioned Blezard had no 
recollection of the attack and said 
mental issues had driven him to 
drink and drugs but he was trying 
to get his life back on track, said Mr 
Ekwall Tiwana, defending. Ledgister, 
of Brewery Street, Dudley, pleaded 
guilty to assault and was locked up for 
12 months while Blezard, of Selbrook 
Road, Lye, admitted robbery and was 
jailed for two years eight months. 


Community cafe gets 
a facelift in revamp 

A COMMUNITY cafe in Halesowen 
has closed for a week for refurbish¬ 
ment and improvements. 

Coffee Cups in Thornhill Road, 
Hasbury, which raises funds for the 
Halas Homes charity, will re-open on 
Thursday, July 19 at 9am. 

It is getting a new layout and an 
outside awning area as part of the 
revamp. 


Windows, poors, Conservatories 
| ^Porches, jFasaasBnSIsof 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window shrowrooms 
in the UK 



j <£033033833, 



Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


5V 


Supply only Available to the 
trade on all our products 
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Replace the existing roof 
on your conservatory 
and create a comfortable 
environment and a room 
you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most 
rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other 
company in the area has more experience and know how than 
Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 
30 years. 








gr 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 



Order a conservatory or 
full house of windows 
and you will get a full 
valeting service on your 
guttering or 
windows or 
conservatory 
totally 




FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Not sold 
on market 
landmark 
entrance 

THE finishing touches are being put to 
Wolverhampton’s £5 million market, with 
the piece de resistance being a new land¬ 
mark entrance. And it is certainly that. 
Visitors to the new showpiece, on the site 
of the old Rackhams store in Snow Hill, 
will be greeted with a pile of shabby-look- 
ing shipping containers with City of Wol¬ 
verhampton Market written across one of 
them. Very Shoreditch. 

Personally speaking, I think they’ve 
missed a trick. Why not put in a pile of 
partially dissembled Ford Cortinas, a 
crane with a giant magnet, and a tattooed 
skinhead in a caravan holding a pit-bull 
on a string? Still, I suppose £5 million 
doesn’t go that far these days. 

The public response has been some¬ 
what lukewarm, in that everybody hates 
it. Which, of course, will be music to the 
ears of the “creatives”. “Provoking de¬ 
bate” and “providing an interesting talk¬ 
ing point,” will no doubt be their interpre¬ 
tation. Then again, The Blitz got people 
talking, but you wouldn’t say it was en¬ 
tirely good for London, would you? 

Do they never learn? It was the same 
in the early 1990s, when Wolverhampton 
Council had the bright idea of blocking 
the roads with huge flower tubs. A few 
months later they were removed at great 
expense following uproar from the public. 

Then there was the hideous ‘artwork’ 
along both the Black Country Route and 
the Dudley Southern Bypass. I remem¬ 
ber driving past the Cinder Bank round¬ 
about in Dudley one morning when these 
random bits of orange metal suddenly 
appeared. I thought a lorry had shed its 
load. Still, credit where it’s due, at least 
the new market is true to the history of 
the site. It was an eyesore before the in¬ 
vestment, and it’s an eyesore now. 

□ nn 

TEACHER Helen Pattison was among 
the protesters demonstrating against 
Donald Trump’s visit to the UK. Good for 
her you might think. Everyone has the 
right to protest. Except that Miss Pattison 
not only staged a classroom walkout to 
take part but also told a newspaper she 
was taking pupils along with her too. 

“We have not just a right to protest, 
but a duty,” she said. Well, no actually. 
Your duty is to teach pupils skills that will 
get them a job when they leave school. 
And to be impartial, leaving your political 
views at home, no matter how strongly 
you feel. 

The Department for Education recent¬ 
ly hit out at parents who took their chil¬ 
dren on term-time holidays, saying every 
day at school was valuable. Maybe they 
should have a word with Miss Pattison. 


Time, perhaps, to dig out the long sleeves and trousers 



Trump’s arrival sparked comment from 
every conceivable, ill-educated source 


Emotional Olivia Colman, who kicked off an¬ 
other series of Who Do You Think You Are? 


Farewell to Poldark’s evil vicar Osbourne 
Whitworth, played by Christian Brassington 


Trump’s visit to a 
well-red populace 


OH, isn’t it fun, sneering at the ill-educated low¬ 
er orders? From the Guardian website comes 
this lofty put-down: “After all this hot weath¬ 
er Trump is going to feel at home. Rednecks 
everyware.” Brilliant, darling - except that’s not 
how you spell “everywhere.” 

AS the NHS prepares to ration 17 procedures, 
a reader suggests the ultimate aim is to ignore 
anyone who can be described as ‘poorly’. Who 
knows? On this 70th birthday of our health ser¬ 
vice, all that seems to matter is that the NHS is 
‘free at the point of delivery’. Does anyone who 
spouts this well-worn and hugely misleading 
phrase ever visit a dentist or optician? 

HAD that Barbour moment yet? It’s the one, 
deep into a sweltering heatwave, when you 
open a wardrobe full of waxed jackets, fleeces 
and scarves and cannot imagine why you would 
ever wear such things again. Come February 
you may experience the exact opposite as you 
stumble upon your skimpy-shorts drawer. . 

WELCOME back to Who Do You Think You 
Are (BBC1), a show in which celebrities com¬ 
pete to see how quickly they can burst into tears 
over something that happened hundreds of 
years ago to a distant relative they hadn’t heard 
of until that moment. In the first show of the new 
series, Olivia Colman got off to a fine start by 
blubbing, after just 10 minutes, about her great- 
great-great-grandmother being sent from India 
to England at the age of three in 1812. 

THIS is a delicate matter. As the height of 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



the male population increases (from 5ft 8ins to 
5ft lOins in the past 50 years), is the height of 
public conveniences also rising? I fear an ep¬ 
idemic of RHU may be upon us. Your tales of 
Ridiculously High Urinals will be treated in strict 
confidence, unless they are amusing. 

BEFORE long, a certain amount of wet stuff 
will presumably fall from the heavens and end 
England’s drought. Two things about rain always 
take us by surprise. First, a few hours before 
the deluge, your house fills with big, black hairy 
spiders looking for shelter. Secondly, as water 
reacts with rubber and oil, the roads turn into 
ice-rinks. Bad times for arachnophobes, great 
opportunities for insurance firms to bump up 
premiums. Drive slowly and carry a big slipper. 

IT never occurred to me that in Poldark’s 
time, when ye streets were paved with manure 
and folk washed once every decade or so, that 
foot fetishism would be quite as popular as the 
ill-fated Reverend Osbourne Whitworth (Chris¬ 
tian Brassington) suggests. Tic Tac, vicar? 

“WE won’t see anything like this again,” de¬ 
clared one proud visitor in the Mall as the RAF’s 
100th anniversary flypast roared overhead. I 
wonder how many aircraft had to be cannibal¬ 


ised by RAF technicians to put all those 103 
planes in the air at the same time. It took me 
back to the First Gulf War in 1990 when I was at 
the RAF base in Bahrain as the Tornados were 
being prepared for battle. In the heart of the 
plane is an access shaft where techies squeeze 
in to get at various black boxes and widgets. 
It was a job reserved for the smallest, thinnest 
bloke in the team and you couldn’t help thinking 
of Victorian children being sent up chimneys. 

I DO get a wee bit worried by those who take 
a malicious glee in telling us that it is impossi¬ 
ble to leave the EU. Not even the British Empire 
hung on to its possessions so grimly. If we really 
are in an empire from which there is no escape 
it is, by definition, an evil empire. 

I HAVE just been on another train. That makes 
three in eight years. This week’s ride took me 
on the train from Coventry to Leamington Spa 
which now, after a gap of 53 years, again stops 
at Kenilworth. In ye olden days I was a train¬ 
ee reporter on the Kenilworth Weekly News. 
In the silly season, we could always fill half a 
page with speculation about when the old sta¬ 
tion would be reopened. As the old saying goes, 
everything comes to he who waits (except the 
things that don’t). 

LEAMINGTON, like most big towns and cities 
has seen huge celebrations for the World Cup 
but not a drop of rain to wash away the results. 
I have never seen so much dried vomit despoil¬ 
ing the pavements. As that fine old football an¬ 
them goes: Three Lagers on My Shoes. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Fuelling 
my fears 
after filling 
up on hols 

THE feeling is one of panic, tinged with 
confusion and dread. 

After filling up with petrol on holiday, 

I walk towards the garage shop to pay, 
reach for my wallet, and find my pocket 
is empty. I go inside and explain my pre¬ 
dicament. 

The assistant is next to useless and 
seeks advice on what to do, muttering 
“This gentleman has a problem with pet¬ 
rol or something”. I’ll say it’s a problem! 
I’m stranded in a strange place, and nev¬ 
er having been in this situation before, 
have no idea what to do. It’s not as if I 
can put the petrol back in the pump, is it? 

The second assistant is more switched- 
on and gets straight to the point: “I can’t 
let you drive off.” Fair enough, but then 
I’m left in no doubt as to how serious this 
is. “Have you no means of paying at all?” 

“Nothing.” 

“Bank card? Someone who can phone 
through with the payment? Contactless 
account on your phone?” 

By now I’m trembling, my mouth is 
dry and I’m talking gobbledegook. Af¬ 
ter weighing up the options, I place said 
phone on the counter and offer to leave 
it as security. That suggestion triggers a 
solution. I’m asked for my name, address, 
make and model of vehicle, registration 
number and made to sign a print-out. 

It’s only when I get back to the car that 
I gather my thoughts sufficiently to re¬ 
member there’s always a bag of change 
in the glove box for parking, and so I 
start counting out coin after coin. It soon 
becomes obvious there isn’t enough to 
pay for the petrol but then I put my hand 
back in my pocket and find just enough 
change to make up the total cost. 

With tail between my legs, I slope back 
into the shop. “Guess what!” 

“You’ve found your wallet?” 

“No, but I’ve scraped together enough 
change to pay.” 

And so we count out all those coins 
again, and with phone back in my pos¬ 
session, I continue on my way. 

Mind you, I’m glad I left it till later to 
read the small print on the “No means 
to pay at Pump 2” receipt, which said I 
had agreed to ‘make payment within 24 
hours’ and ‘’advised’ my details may be 
passed to a debt collecting agency if I did 
not comply with the agreement I signed. 
Talk about putting a dent in your day! 

Nearly forgot: I retraced my steps and 
got my wallet back within an hour. I’d left 
it in a shop I’d been to before filling up. 

Let this be a warning. Check you have 
the wherewithal before taking that nozzle 
out of the pump. Happy motoring! 

STEVE PAR LETT 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint. 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Full Tongue & 

Groove Construction 


Summer 

Houses 



Popular Summer House. 
Other styles available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


Concrete 

Garages 



Spar Pent Shown. Apex 
design also available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


VIEW 

ONLINE 


Wall Log 44mm T&G + 
Double Glazed. 

Fitting Service Available 


^Old Buildings Removed ^Asbestos Disposal ^Bases Laid ^Free Quotations ^Made To Measure ^Lined & Insulated Options ^Competitive Prices ^Huge Range 


Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 


Telephone: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 
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Too little compassion shown for diabetics 

ONE thing which is not mentioned blood testing is done in a jiffy. Medi- My supervisor used to tell people that 
much these days is the treatment of cal knowledge has advanced so much, I ‘shot up’ when I injected. Very few 
our diabetic population. I mean the at- thanks in part to such organisations people showed me any understanding, 
titude in which diabetics are treated. as Diabetes UK. But one thing has not Diabetes is not just a case of inject- 

I have been diabetic, Type 1, since changed and that is the way some dia- ing insulin. There are problems with 
1967, and in that time I have seen betics are treated by other people. the kidneys, feet, circulation, heart 
many advances in medical treatment. I am retired now, but since becom- and eyes. All these things can cause 
When I was first diagnosed I used a ing diabetic I have received all sorts of depression. And unless you are diabetic 
glass syringe and inch-long needles, comments, some very upsetting. Em- or know someone closely who suffers it, 
the latter I was expected to sharpen ployers are not free from blame. HR there is little understanding. In this 

myself. There was no home testing of departments are at many times insen- high speed world compassion and con- 

blood and a six-monthly visit to the sitive to the problems and needs of the cern are way down the list on people’s 
hospital was the best on offer. diabetic. I had to give the head of one lists of priorities. 

These days we have insulin pens a leaflet about diabetes, and this an or- MR C K MILLWARD 

with tiny painless needles and home ganisation employing many thousands. Tipton 


industry 
threats a 
form of 
blackmail 

THE more we hear about 
Brexit the more it makes me 
wonder why we fought two 
wars resulting in the deaths 
and maiming of so many 
people, when we are being 
subservient to countries 
we either fought against or 
were on the same side as us. 

We have the habit of talk¬ 
ing this country down in¬ 
stead of putting our minds 
and backs into making it 
great once again. 

Industrialists are threat¬ 
ening to pull out of this 
country if things do not go 
the way they want. 

If this is what they want, 
then as far as I’m concerned 
let them do it and then slap 
huge taxes on the goods they 
want us to buy. 

After all, do we really like 
to be blackmailed which 
was, I thought, illegal? 

LEN HALES 
Cradley Heath 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as i 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



ipso 


If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


World to trade with 

IN the past few months, we have heard various industries 
vowing to pull out of Britain if the Government doesn’t get 
a good deal. 

In 1979, as an engineering technician apprentice with 
Beans Engineering at Tipton, I was actually working with 
the senior management team as part of my training. The 
manager of the purchasing department travelled to Bra¬ 
zil to try to secure a contract to supply their Navy with 
Thorneycroft marine engines for their inshore patrol boats. 
Unfortunately they didn’t get the contract. 

Has British industry got so entwined with the EU that 
they are ignoring the fact there is a whole world out there 
to trade with, or is it that the senior managers no longer 
have the ability to tender for contracts anymore? 

The European Common Market was set up for trade, it 
has turned basically into a dictatorship. Better off out of it! 
MARTIN STONES 
Dudley 


Brexit - 
time to 
vote again 

NEGOTIATING Britain 
leaving the EU is proving 
costly and complicated with 
uncertainty over the advan¬ 
tage of a future outside the 
union. 

Brexiters fought their cor¬ 
ner with empty platitudes. 
Their nationalistic rhetoric 
sounded good when aimed 
at swaying emotion, by envi¬ 
sioning a return to Britain’s 
glorious past. 

Nationalism and patri¬ 
otism became confused. A 
patriot loves his country 
and is realistic of its rela¬ 
tionship with other coun¬ 
ties. This does not mean he 
doesn’t want the best for his 
country but is rational as to 
what is the best and how to 
obtain it. 

Two years on from the 
referendum, would those 
who voted to leave, in the 
face of reality and clarity, 
vote in a similar way? The 
answer can only come with 
another referendum. It 
would be remarkable if the 
result remained the same. 
EDWARD DAVIES 
Stourbridge 


Plumb 

Serve 

Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 

^ Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
•4KI Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
^ Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
^ Installed and Serviced 
Landlord Safety Checks 


41 24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 

Card payments accepted 




Property 

Serve 

For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

Full/Partial Property 
^-Refurbishments 
Plastering 
^Tiling 

Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^Property Alterations 
Underfloor Heating 
^ Electricians 
Sound Proofing 

Fully Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 


24 hour call out 

01384 621765 
07513 094763 



Nursing 


Home 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 
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THIS 


* ** 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs and 
UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a professional, 
friendly and efficient service, with thousands of satisfied 
customers across the West Midlands. 




Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
v UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 0NX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
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a Firm's new 
carbon fibre 
breakthrough 

A DUDLEY firm is keeping the flame 
of Black Country innovation burning 
brightly after coming up with a rev¬ 
olutionary new kind of carbon fibre. 

The new material is heat resistant, 
lightweight, cheaper to make and 
produces zero waste in its production, 
while two major cruise ship builders 
are already talking to the company 
about its use. 

Carbon Fibre Preforms has spent 
the last seven years developing the 
material, called FRIO, which it says 
has the potential to revolutionise the 
panel industry worldwide. 

CFP is now partnering with the pri¬ 
vate investor network Growthdeck to 
raise finance for expansion of produc¬ 
tion to meet predicted global demand 
from end users across the train, aer¬ 
onautical and shipbuilding industries 
as well as oil and gas drilling sectors. 

CFP says the interest centres of 
FRIO’s potential use for panels in¬ 
stead of stainless steel, because of its 
ability to meet stringent fire safety 
regulations. The company says that, 
unlike other forms of carbon fibre, 
finished panels of FRIO are heat re¬ 
sistant at temperatures up to 1,200 
degrees Centigrade for up to four 
hours. 

CFP’s managing director, Simon 
Price, is in “significant talks” with 
Mayer Werft and STX, the two larg¬ 
est cruise ship builders in the world. 

All that jazz coming 
to the libraries too 

LIBRARIES and museums will take 
centre stage at a jazz festival launch¬ 
ing tomorrow (Friday). One of the 
many highlights of the Birmingham, 
Solihull and Sandwell Jazz Festi¬ 
val’s opening weekend is West Bro¬ 
mwich-born singer Val Wiseman’s 
tribute to Billie Holiday at Central 
Library West Bromwich, on Saturday. 


Backlash after animal rights 
group calls for ban on Staffies 



Students help Chernobyl’s children 


Welcome to ^ 

Halesowen 

COLLEGE 


/ - 


Youngsters from Belarus meet students and staff at the college, where they enjoyed fun activities 

FOUNDATION degree students at The children, aged eight to 12, come The college has close links with the 
Halesowen College have arranged lots to the region for a month every year to charity, Friends of Chernobyl’s Chil- 
of fun activities for children from Be- help improve their health, which has dren Black Country, who arrange the 
larus who health problems due to the been affected by radiation following visit. The fun day was organised by 
long-term impact of the Chernobyl nu- the contamination from the 1986 dis- students studying a Foundation De- 
clear accident. aster in the former Soviet Union. gree in Learning Support. 


AN ANIMAL rights group has been accused of attempting to 
‘blacken the name’ of Staffordshire Bull Terriers by trying to 
get the breed banned. 

The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has de¬ 
manded Staffies be added to a list of species prohibited under the Dan¬ 
gerous Dogs Act, saying they are often abandoned. 

PETA says the best way to end the abuse is to stop people breeding the ani¬ 


mals but their call has been met with 
mass public opposition. 

A petition urging the Government 
to reject the calls has attracted more 
than 160,000 signatures, with the 
highest number of signatures in the 
country coming from Cannock Chase 
and Stafford. 

Across the county more than 3,000 
people signed the petition, which was 
debated by the Petitions Committee in 
Westminster Hall on Monday. 

Warley MP John Spellar awas 
among those to speak in defence of 
Staffies. The Labour MP Mr Spellar 
accused PETA of attempting to 
‘blacken the name’ of Staffies. 

Absurd 

He said: “It is absurd that this or¬ 
ganisation is trying to ban them, 
rather than deal with the vicious 
owners and those who get involved in 
dog fighting. That should be the pri¬ 
ority - not damning a breed that is so 
appreciated by so many in the West 
Midlands.” 

The pro-Staffie petition was set up 
by Steven Quinn, who said: “It would 
be a terrible tragedy for the dog lov¬ 
ers of the UK to lose the right to own 
one of these great companions. People 
create dangerous dogs, people are the 
problem.” 

The Government has no plan to add 
Staffies to the Dangerous Dogs Act. 


two off-duty 
nurses help 
injured boy 

A 12-year-old boy was left badly hurt 
after being hit by a car in Wall Heath, 
near Kingswinford. 

Paramedics were called to the scene 
outside The Wall Heath Tavern where 
the boy was treated for his injuries. 

Off-duty nurses who happened to 
be on the scene at the time gave the 
boy first aid before he was given pain 
relief and taken to Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital. 

A West Midlands Ambulance 
spokesperson confirmed: “We were 
called at 6pm on Monday. One ambu¬ 
lance attended. 

“We treated a 12-year-old boy who 
was taken to Russells Hall hospital. A 
couple of off-duty nurses that were on 
scene provided first aid. 

“He suffered a number of serious 
injuries and was given pain relief on 
scene and immobilised.” 

Police were also called to the scene 
shortly after 6pm on Monday. 


ADVERTISEMENT 






Retired nurse Sheila got a new smile 
after a year of dental misery, husband 
Dave admits he too is now enjoying the 
life changes it’s brought about. 


W hen former specialist nurse Sheila 
Haycock finally found a solution 
for her failing teeth she quite literally re¬ 
ceived a prescription for a new life . . . 
and so did her husband, Dave. 

Emotionally broken by a catalogue of 
dental disasters, for a whole year she suf¬ 
fered pain every day and her confidence 
plummeted. “Each day was a nightmare. 

“Every day I’d have a new ulcer in my 
mouth. I couldn’t eat properly, stopped go¬ 
ing out and couldn’t face looking at myself 
in a mirror - in fact, I’d cover them up. 

“I’d speak and laugh with my hand in 
front of my mouth, avoid having my picture 
taken and couldn’t chew properly - if I did 
go out, I’d always have to order lasagne be¬ 
cause it was soft food,” she recalls. 

Terrified of dentist 

Sheila’s problems began when her natural 
teeth became mobile and braved her worst 
fears, having a full clearance to make way 
for an upper and lower denture. 

Terrified of the dentist, she adds: “I 
thought it was impossible for things to get 
worse, but nothing could have prepared me 
for the next 12 months. The first time I took 
my teeth out and looked in the mirror, psy¬ 
chologically, I was beside myself. 
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“I’d been so preoccupied with master¬ 
ing my fear of the dentist, I hadn’t worked 
through the impact of losing my teeth 
would have on me. It was devastating.” 

Initially, Dave confesses to “not being 
that helpful,” explaining her native teeth 
“needed to go and to deal with it.” 

“I know, I told him,” says Sheila, “but 
they were mine!” 


Even the loss of a single tooth is now 
clinically recognised as a potential precur¬ 
sor for a mourning process. 

Adds Dave: “She was upset and I felt ut¬ 
terly helpless. The guilt of it all. . . 

I wanted to help, but couldn’t. I could eat 
what ever I wanted, but she couldn’t and 
every day - every day - there was a new 
problem to address.” 


Sheila, who specialised in wound dress¬ 
ings, admits she felt trapped, having been 
assured her jawbone density would be too 
poor to support implants. 

“My dentures seemed to be rotating and 
rolling around and I hated the denture glue. 
I’d use it and as soon as I’d try to eat some¬ 
thing, within 15 minutes my teeth would be 
unstable again. I was mortified having to use 


it over and over again. I was not coping.” 

Taking advice from her daughter, who had 
received a recommendation from a work 
colleague that North Street Dental and Im¬ 
plant Clinic could help, Sheila headed for 
Dudley. 

“Within 15 minutes of walking in to the 
surgery Steven [practice principal Steven 
Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng)] was helping 
me,” she says. 

As a temporary measure, an oral impres¬ 
sion was taken and her painful dentures 
lined with a soft material that would help 
ease the discomfort and improve fit. 

‘Own teeth’ 

Sheila was prescribed a traditional top 
prosthetic and a lower over-denture, re¬ 
tained on two implants. The surgery was 
carried out under sedation by North Street’s 
clinical lead, Owain Rees BDS DGDP(UK) 
Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC61576. 

“All I can say is that it has completely 
changed my life. There’s nothing I can’t eat 
and the implant prosthetic doesn’t feel false. 
It’s comparable for me to my own teeth. 
When I first saw my new teeth in the mirror, 
I thought who’s this person? They looked 
natural, just like real teeth,” says Sheila. 

Dave, a former civil engineer, adds: “She’s 
completely different. It’s been life-changing 
for me too and we can now get on with our 
retirement.” 

Both keen gardeners, they agree the fi¬ 
nancial investment is in a quality life 
choice.“It’s the best thing she’s ever had 
done,” adds Dave. 


Suction dentures Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures Implant-retained dentures Repairs service Relines Soft linings 


North Street Jim 

Dental and 

Implant Clinic^^j 

An Independent Practice 

P 

Offroad 

Parking 

& 

Wheelchair 

Friendly 

£171 

Level Find us on 

Access FACEBOOK 

Call us today on 

0800 0285185 

Denture Clinic also available at: 

Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 

/Gtenture 

VlOnic 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 



North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 

www.denture-clinic.co.uk 

































Dudley-born minister 
resigns over sex texts 



Andrew Griffiths with his wife Kate, who gave birth to their daughter in April 


A DISGRACED Dudley-born 
Government minister has 
quit his role after sending 
‘depraved’ messages to two 
female constituents. 

Andrew Griffiths, son of a for¬ 
mer mayor of Dudley, is said to 
have bombarded a 28-year-old 
barmaid and her friend with lewd 
comments over social media dur¬ 
ing a three-week period. 

The former High Areal schoolboy 
sent 2,000 messages in which he re¬ 
ferred to himself as ‘Daddy’, suggested 
renting a flat so they could meet for 
sex and asked them to send him ex¬ 
plicit photos, the Sunday Mirror re¬ 
ported. 

The 48-year-old married father, 
whose wife Kate gave birth to a daugh¬ 
ter in April, resigned as minister for 
small business on Friday night. 

Ashamed 

In a statement he said he was 
‘deeply ashamed’ and was seeking 
‘professional help to ensure it never 
happens again’. 

Mr Griffiths, the MP for Burton 
upon Trent, grew up in Coseley where 
his family ran an engineering busi¬ 
ness. His father, the late Bob Griffiths, 
was a Dudley councillor for three dec¬ 
ades and served as mayor. 

In April, just a fortnight after be¬ 
coming a father for the first time, he 
launched the Black Country Business 
Festival. He joked to the audience at 
the Black Country Living Museum 
about being ‘on paternity leave’ and 
recalled being pictured, aged 12, pull¬ 
ing pints at the Bottle & Glass pub 
when his father opened the museum 
in 1981. But those family recollections 
were a distant memory after the seedy 
allegations of the weekend. 


Barmaid Imogen Treharne told the 
national newspaper that, after meet¬ 
ing him online, the Conservative MP 
‘didn’t want to speak to me about any¬ 
thing other than sex’. 

She said: “I wanted him to be a nice 
guy, but by the end I felt dirty. I felt 
like I was being used for this wealthy 
man’s gratification.” 

In a statement to the Sunday Mir¬ 
ror, Mr Griffiths, who once worked 


as Theresa May’s chief of staff, apolo¬ 
gised to ‘all those who put their trust 
in me and that I have let down so ter¬ 
ribly’. 

He said: “I am deeply ashamed at 
my behaviour, which has caused un¬ 
told distress to my wife and family, 
to whom I owe everything, and deep 
embarrassment to the Prime Minister 
and the Government I am so proud to 
serve.” 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


LOCAL COMPANY 
HAVE THE SOLUTION 


Kempton Installation Systems is a 
Cradley Heath based company in the 
West Midlands, with coverage across 
most of the UK. 

We are a local, reliable, family run friendly 
business that pride ourselves on our 
approachable and personal service. Our 
team of experts are trained to supply and fit 
our products to the highest standard and 
provide our customers with a professional, 
courteous and efficient service. 

We specialise in the transformation of 
conservatory roofs, from old plastic and 
Glass roofs to the modern lightweight tiled 
Guardian Roof System. 

The Guardian Warm Roof is the market 
leading product which is modern sleek and 
lightweight and will completely transform 
your conservatory into a room you are able 
to use all year round. 

Our team of experts at Kempton 
Installations are able to transform your 


conservatory in to a beautiful living area 
within just a few days. 

We are an approved Guardian registered 
supplier and fitter, we are an approved 
Local Authority Building Control Contractor 
(LABC). 

With the Guardian roof system you are 
able to choose from a wide range of roofing 
colours and tile options, in addition to 
this we can also offer a selection of Velux 
windows which enables more light to flood 
in to the conservatory. 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW REASONS 
WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE THE 
GUARDIAN WARM ROOF 

• Comfortable ambient temperature 
all-year-round 

• A wide range of roof colours & finishes 
available 

• Sky light/roof window optional 

• Fully qualified and Guardian 
trained installers 

• Reduced heating bills 


• The dramatic change takes less than a 
week 

• Quiet and Comfortable 

• FREE home survey and no 
obligation quote 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• LABC approved 

• Choose from a beautiful range of natural 
colours 

Kempton Installations uses an innovative 
roofing system featuring the aesthetic 
appeal of natural slate without the risk 
of cracking and breaking. At Kempton 
Installation Systems we are able to provide 
a wide range of roofing colours and tile 
options. 

Our other services include:- 

• Glass replacement for steamed units 

• Gutters, fascia, soffits 

• Window frames supplied and fitted 
For further information please 

call 01384 885325 or visit 
www.kemptoninstallations.co.uk 



blackheath 

market 


.—orlcet.CO.uk 



OPEN 

Monday 9.00 am-4.30 pm 

(except Bank Holiday Mondays) 

Friday & Saturday 
9.00 am-5.00 pm 
All enquiries to Oliver Watchorn 

07850 742961 


WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!! 



f UouDleJqlazinmunitslsteamedlupYd 




Conservatory too hot in the Summer? 
Conservatory too cold in the Winter? 

Why not replace your conservatory roof to a tiled Guardian roof system. 


r i Glass units removed and replaced w a Glass units supplied and fitted 
r i Toughened and lead glass available 


nail 


Crotel Business Park, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 7DD 

01384 885325 



KEMPTON 

INSmiATON SYSTEMS 


www.kemptoninstallations.co.uk 
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e Top Quality A Rated 

Products At GreatlPnces 

No 

e Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© No Deposit Required 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 



Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 

Proud to have worked with 


build 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 





































Plenty of pomp with 
our proud prom-goers 



Hollie White and Adam Smith 
from Earls High, Halesowen 


Pedmore Tech’s Bethany Edwards, 
Gemma Smith and Jessica Gaymer 



Ounsdale High School’s pre-prom garden party took place in Wombourne 


STUDENTS have been show¬ 
ing off their stunning ball 
gowns and sharp suits and 
tuxedos as they hit the dance 
floor to celebrate the start of 
summer. 

It’s that time of year again 
when students turn on the glitz 
for a special night out to mark the 
end of the school or college year. 

And the Chronicle wants to see 
pictures of you getting dressed up to 
the nines or arriving in style at your 
venue. 

More unusual snaps are also wel¬ 
come, from matching prom dresses to 
wacky transport - we would love to see 
your quirky ideas sent in. 

It’s not just proud parents and 
happy students who can get involved, 
teachers are also welcome to submit 
pictures of their pupils. 

And it seems no expense has been 
spared in ensuring pupils have made 
entrances worthy of a red carpet ar¬ 
rival at a movie premiere. 

Style 

Among those getting all dressed up 
this year were students from Bristnall 
Hall Academy in Oldbury who held 
their prom at Malmaison Birmingham. 

Many students got the chance to 
arrive in style, being taken to their 
destination in sports cars and limou¬ 
sines - but a great night was had by all 
as these young people began the next 
chapter in their lives. 

Youngsters from Ounsdale High 
School in Wombourne were treated to 
a pre-prom party in the village before 
they took off in a limousine for more 
celebrations at the Village Hotel in 
Dudley. 

Earls High School in Halesowen 
were treated to a top-notch night at 


the Copthorne Hotel at Merry Hill, in 
Dudley. 

Wolverhampton Girls’ High School 
pupils danced the night away at the 
Mount Hotel in Tettenhall and young¬ 
sters at Pedmore Technology College 
went in-house for their celebrations, 
with an event held in the school hall. 

Finally, lucky students at the Ace 
Academy in Tipton enjoyed their night 


at West Bromwich Albion’s football 
ground, The Hawthorns. 

They were among dozens of promgo- 
ers who shared snaps of their big night 
last summer and we want more of you 
to follow in their footsteps. 

Please email your photographs to 
sue.attwater@expressandstar.co.uk 
with your name, email, location and a 
short description of the picture. 
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THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 


11 



We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


PLUMBMASTER 


Complete central heating 
and parts available 
Taps Towel rails 


Showers 
Kitchen Units 
Fascias & guttering 
Bathroom Suites 
Quadrant Shower Enclosure 
& Tray 800x800 

Shower Tray and Sliding Door 
1000x800 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL (next to Newman University College) 
Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 0121 475 1112 




Gas and Electricity Safety Certificate 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH.. 

Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £875 

FULLY GLAZED 

1 q E3 E3Z3 q 

iflQr 


2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 
£98 £121 


4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 

£141 £174 £141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£275 

Advance window 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 



CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 


CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 
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i 2 Hat-trick for 
college over 
enterprise 

STAFF and students from Dudley 
College of Technology’s Peter Jones 
Enterprise Academy are celebrating a 
triple victory. 

They have been awarded the titles 
of National Entrepreneur of the Year, 
Inspirational Student of the Year and 
Enterprise Manager of the Year at the 
national EntFest. That’s the Peter 
Jones Foundation’s enterprise festival 
which the business mogul from TV’s 
Dragon’s Den hosted at Buckingham 
University. 

Level 3 BTEC in Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship student Santis Rol- 
manis took the top award of National 
Entrepreneur of the Year for his in¬ 
novative business idea which centres 
on a virtual reality immersive envi¬ 
ronment that allows participants to 
simulate a job interview. His product 
named Confidence VR is already oper¬ 
ational and is available as a download¬ 
able application. 

Warren Edwards was acknowledged 
for his contribution when he was 
awarded the prize for Inspirational 
Student of the Year. Warren is a 
wheel chair user who has shown great 
motivation in pursuing his studies. 

Alongside her students Victoria 
Greaves, Dudley College’s Peter 
Jones Academy Manage,r beat fierce 
competition to be named Enterprise 
Manager of the Year as an acknowl¬ 
edgment of her excellent leadership. 


German band to rock 
the Robin in December 

GERMAN rock band The New Roses 
will play the Robin 2 in Bilston as part 
of a five date UK tour on December 2. 
Their song Without A Trace was fea¬ 
tured on the soundtrack of cult TV 
series Sons of Anarchy and last year 
they released third album One More 
for the Road. British rockers Depart¬ 
ed will support the group from Wies¬ 
baden at the Mount Pleasant venue. 


More Poundworld stores to 
close as job losses reach 1,300 


Hit and run robbers target dog walker 



Seen in a shop just before street robbery - do you recognise these men? If so, police would like to hear from you on 101 


POUNDWORLD stores at the Merry Hill shopping centre 
and Bloxwich are the among 80 stores to close nationwide 
with the loss of more than 1,000 jobs, administrators have 
revealed. 

Attempts to rescue the collapsed company have so far failed and today’s move 
follows the announcement of 25 store closures earlier this week. 

Around 15 workers at the Merry Hill shop and 13 more at the Bloxwich High 
Street branch face losing their jobs by _ 


POLICE are urgently appealing for in¬ 
formation after a man and his pet dog 
were run over in a vicious robbery in 
Cradley Heath. 

The 28-year-old and his Stafford¬ 
shire bull terrier were walking along 
Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath at 
3am on Saturday, July 7 when a blue 
Mondeo drove into them at speed. 

The force of the impact was so great 
the victim was knocked through a 
shop window and as he lay injured, 


the driver and passengers snatched 
his neck chains and bracelet. 

Detective Sergeant Martin Richard¬ 
son, leading the investigation, said: 
“The Staffie and his owner were lucky 
to escape serious injury or even death 
at the hands of these reckless individ¬ 
uals. Thankfully they are both recov¬ 
ering at home.” 

The investigation team has been 
working gathering CCTV, forensic ev¬ 
idence and conducting vehicle checks. 


They have now launched a public ap¬ 
peal for information and have released 
images of three suspects who were 
spotted in a nearby shop shortly before 
the robbery. 

Det Sgt Richardson added: “The fact 
that someone was willing to gamble 
with the victim and his pet dog’s life 
in order to steal a very small amount 
of jewellery is utterly shocking.” 

Anyone with information should call 
101 quoting 20SW/152098L/18. 


the end of this month. 

Deloitte, the accountancy firm han¬ 
dling the administration process since 
Poundworld went bust, says the latest 
80 stores will be closed between Fri¬ 
day, July 20, and Sunday July 22. 

It will leave 230 stores open. That 
includes its seven remaining stores 
in the Black Country and southern 
Staffordshire, including two shops in 
Wolverhampton - in the Mander Cen¬ 
tre and on Birmingham Road - as well 
as branches on the Reedswood Retail 
Park in Walsall, New Square in West 
Bromwich, the Queen’s Retail Park in 
Stafford, Victoria Shopping Park in 
Hednesford and at the Three Spires in 
Lichfield. 

Redundancies 

The 1,024 redundancies will bring 
the total jobs toll so far to 1,366, in¬ 
cluding 100 at the head office and 240 
from the first set of store closures. 

Joint administrator Clare Board- 
man said: “Whilst we remain hopeful 
that a sale for part, or parts, of the 
business can still happen, it has not 
been possible to sell the business as a 
whole. 

“We would like to thank all the em¬ 
ployees for their continued support 
and commitment during this difficult 
time. We are keeping staff appraised of 
developments as they happen.” 


Wolves set 
out new 
ticket prices 

WOLVES have revealed their match- 
day prices for their Premier League 
season - and are offering hundreds 
of free tickets to young fans at every 
home game. 

In another positive move for fans, 
the Graham Hughes Stand will offer 
adult tickets cheaper than last sea¬ 
son’s Championship prices. However, 
fans in the Billy Wright Upper tier 
face a £10 increase for big matches. 

The club has secured 5,000 Premier 
League match tickets, spread out 
across the season, which will be free 
to junior members. At each game, 260 
free tickets will be available to Young 
Wolves and Wolf Pack members, on a 
first come first served basis. 

Fans in the South and North Banks 
face a £5 rise to £30 per match for 
Category A games against Arsenal, 
Chelsea, Liverpool, Man City, Man¬ 
chester United and Spurs. Category B 
go up by £2 to £27. 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


call 
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(ousins 

4 Day Only 
Sale Event 


This Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday 


A-fcoS^ 

d '%? 
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Buy now and pay nothing until next year. Interest free. 

cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

4 day event opening hours: Thursday 10am - 8pm, Friday 9.30am - 6pm, Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, Ends Sunday 11am - 5pm. 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2019 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store 
concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 22.07.18. See website for Price Promise details. 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Exhibition looks at 
Langley landmarks 

AN exhibition celebrating the unique 
heritage and culture of Langley goes 
on display at Langley Library from 
this weekend. 

The project brings together history, 
poetry, photography and animation 
to celebrate Langley. Created and 
delivered by the Friends of Langley 
Library group, the ‘Within Walking 
Distance’ exhibition focuses on 24 
nearby landmarks. 

A special map has been designed 
illustrating all 24 of the landmarks 
which will be available free from the 
library. The display will be opened by 
the Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Joy 
Edis on Saturday at 2pm. 

Returns trial for 
plastic bottles 

SUPERMARKET chain Morrisons 
is trialling vending machines for the 
return of single-use plastic bottles to 
reduce their environmental impact. 

The two reverse vending machines 
will be installed at stores in Skipton, 
North Yorkshire, and Lindsayfield, 
Scotland, for six months and will 
allow customers to deposit bottles in 
return for points coupons or a char¬ 
ity donation. The machines accept all 
plastic bottles that have a barcode and 
Morrisons own-brand. Customers can 
return a maximum of 20 bottles a day. 

The scheme follows a number of 
moves by Morrisons to reduce custom¬ 
ers’ use of plastic. 

City pub is all 
set for displays 

A BIRMINGHAM city centre pub is 
holding an art exhibition. The Core 
Collective is running in The Gun- 
makers Arms in Bath Street and Two 
Towers Brewery from August 5. 

It will feature sculptures, textile art, 
photographs, digital art, mixed media 
pieces and portraits. The brewery 
is also presenting an event celebrat¬ 
ing the 100 years of the suffragettes 
and Nicola Gauld from Community 
Engagement Outreach will be telling 
their story on August 12 from 4pm. 

Open day invitation 
to visit pet hospital 

ANIMAL lovers and budding vets are 
being invited to a fun-filled open day 
at a Black Country pet hospital. 

The Oldbury PDSA Pet Hospital 
will throw open its doors on Wednes¬ 
day, July 25, between 10am and 2pm. 

Visitors will have the chance to go 
behind the scenes of the busy hospi¬ 
tal in St Matthews Road, to see where 
life-saving pet operations are carried 
out. 


Centre combines shopping and gaming 


SHOPPING centre owner Intu has 
tried out new technology that lets 
people compete in giant video games 
whilst they shop at the Merry Hill 
centre 

The Intu Accelerate programme 
was launched earlier this month and 
as part of it start-up business Rhythm 
is working with the shopping centre 
group to test how massive gaming 
experiences could drive up shopper 


numbers, attract younger customers 
and benefit retailers. 

Its product, called Piing, creates 
multi-player games for big screens 
that up to 200 people can take part 
in at a time using their mobile phones 
as controllers. Hundreds of shoppers 
tried the technology and took part 
in a series of games that included a 
dune buggy race, tennis and a general 
knowledge quiz. 


Six more initiatives are currently 
being trialled by Intu in partnership 
with start-up businesses as part of the 
firm’s drive to introduce more techno¬ 
logical innovations. 

Intu chief executive David Fischel 
said: “We’re continuing to explore 
how technology could offer Intu cus¬ 
tomers an even better experience and 
create new opportunities for our re¬ 
tailers to thrive. 


“Intu Accelerate is empowering our 
business to find more ways to inno¬ 
vate the retail industry in partnership 
with some of the smartest start-up 
companies out there. 

“Hundreds of shoppers can take 
part in any one of these games at a 
time and this created a real sense of 
excitement among shoppers when we 
trialled the technology at Intu Merry 
Hill.” 


Police forced to ditch 
hard-to-solve cases 


POLICE are ditching criminal 
investigations they believe 
they have little chance of solv¬ 
ing due to the strain on force 
resources. 

West Midlands Police chief con¬ 
stable Dave Thompson said the vol¬ 
ume and complex nature of crimes 
dealt with by the force meant that 
‘challenging discussions’ were tak¬ 
ing place over which investigations 
are pursued. 

He said crimes including theft from 
vehicles, criminal damage and public 
order offences may not get past the first 
stage of investigation. 

Mr Thompson explained: “We have 
to make difficult decisions over which 
crimes will result in us catching any¬ 
body.” 

Shoplifting 

Last year it emerged that the Met¬ 
ropolitan Police had curtailed investi¬ 
gations into shoplifting up to a certain 
value in a bid to save cash. Mr Thomp¬ 
son said that WMP would not be follow¬ 
ing a similar path. However, he said a 
squeeze on resources meant the force 
was having to look carefully at which 
crimes it investigates. 

“Every crime that is reported to 
us will have an initial investigation 
to see if there is anything there,” he 
said. “The decision we then have to 
make is does it move into secondary 
investigation because there is potential 
lines of inquiry. This is involving some 
challenging discussions. There is not a 
crime type we are saying we don’t in¬ 
vestigate anymore, but actually we are 
having to make a decision which says, 
‘is this likely to result in us catching an¬ 
ybody?’ This is more likely to happen 
in the volume crime areas, thefts from 
vehicles, criminal damage, some of the 
public order cases.” 

The number of officers on the force 
has fallen from 8,626 to 6,758 over the 
last seven years. 



The famous Delph tank in Brierley Hill has been giv¬ 
en a new lean, green, fighting machine paint job. The 
Chieftain tank has been sitting at the entrance to the 
Delph Industrial Estate, near Merry Hill, for decades. 


Painter Steve Whitehouse said it has taken up to five 
coats of paint but is ‘something different than paint¬ 
ing somebody’s living room.’ It has been given a light¬ 
er look than its original dark green. 


Brum calls 
for common 
policy on 
taxi licences 

COUNCIL bosses in Birmingham 
want to establish a ‘common set of 
standards’ for issuing taxi licences 
across the West Midlands - which 
would also apply to rebel local author¬ 
ity Wolverhampton. 

The public are being put in ‘dan¬ 
ger’ by current legislation, which al¬ 
lows private hire operators to obtain 
a licence in one area and work in an¬ 
other, warned councillor Ian Ward, 
leader of Birmingham City Council 
(BCC). 

Council officers have no enforce¬ 
ment powers over drivers licensed 
elsewhere. Councillor Ward revealed 
he had held a meeting between La¬ 
bour council leaders in the West 
Midlands with a view to establishing 
consistency across the region for issu¬ 
ing licences. 

It is understood the talks have also 
included bosses at Wolverhampton 
council, which has been widely crit¬ 
icised for its licensing process. It is 
quicker and cheaper to obtain a li¬ 
cence at the authority while there is 
dispute as to whether their examina¬ 
tion is easier and less demanding. 

Councillors and officials at Bir¬ 
mingham have not publicly pointed 
the finger at Wolverhampton. 

But tellingly, the authority was 
omitted when councillor Barbara 
Dring, chairman of licensing and 
public protection (BCC), wrote to the 
Minister for Transport about the issue 
in October on behalf of Birmingham, 
Coventry, Sandwell, Dudley and Wal¬ 
sall councils. Councillor Dring said: 
“It is not appropriate to comment on 
the standards applied by other local 
authorities but we take this very se¬ 
riously in Birmingham.” 

Monte Carlo to 
the Black country 

NEVER mind Monte Carlo or Bust! 
It’s Dudley Castle or Bust for this 
stunning Daimler Dart and 90 other 
classic cars getting ready to rev into 
town for the 30th West Midlands 
Classic Car Club show on Sunday. 

Maurice Cole’s 1961 Daimler Dart 
is one of the highlights of the show. 
During the 1980s the car was driven 
around the streets of the French Rivi¬ 
era for the prestigious Monte Carlo 
Rally. Mr Cole, from Dudley, will be 
driving it up Castle Hill to the castle 
and zoo for the show, which starts at 
10am. Zoo admission applies. 

Mr Cole, from Dudley, will proudly 
parade the Dart, otherwise known as 
the SP250, alongside up to 90 other 
classic and rare cars. Mr Cole, 81, has 
organised the event since its begin¬ 
ning. 


Brave Sharon dances with Grannies at carnival 



Bilston’s Sharon Murray performed with the Dancing Grannies in a dance routine at Stourbridge Carnival 


A YEAR ago, Sharon Murray was 
given two months to live. But she 
has defied the odds and has ful¬ 
filled her dream to perform with 
the Black Country’s Dancing 
Grannies. 

Sharon, from Bilston, has cancer 
and is making her way through a 
fundraising bucket list and was 
also able to tick off another major 
item by meeting one of her sport¬ 
ing heroes, Steve Bull. 

The 48-year-old stepped out 
with the Grannies, aka The Fiz- 
zogs, at Stourbridge Carnival and 
then teamed up with Bully on a 
trip to Wolves’ home ground Mo- 
lineux. 

“I was very nervous perform¬ 
ing with the Grannies,” she said. 
“They were so kind to me. I don’t 
know how many people were 
there, I was too scared to look. 

Sharon is determined to tick off 
many items as possible. “I haven’t 
got time to die,” she said. “I’ve got 
too many things to do. My bucket 
list is very long but I can dream, 
can’t I? I’m raising money for local 
charities by doing them.” 

Sharon raised £200 from her 
two-minute dance for her fund, 
currently standing at £1,200. 


Dramatic new TV role for 
Sir, now Doctor, Lenny 


SIR Lenny Henry and Agent 
Carter star Hayley Atwell 
will both appear in a new 
TV adaptation of best-sell¬ 
ing novel The Long Song, 
the BBC has announced. 

The three-part series, 
based on Andrea Levy’s 
book, will also star Under¬ 
cover’s Tamara Lawrance 
and Dunkirk’s Jack Lowden. 

Set during the final days 
of slavery in 19th century 
Jamaica, the story follows 
the strong-willed July, 
played by Lawrance. 

Atwell plays the planta¬ 
tion owner while Lowden 
appears as the new overseer 
determined to improve the 
plantation for slaves and 
mistress alike. 

Dudley-born actor and 
comedian Sir Lenny will 
play Godfrey in the BBC 
One series, which has been 
adapted by Sarah Williams 
from Levy’s book, and will 



Sir Lenny with his PhD 


be directed by Mahalia Belo, 
the BAFTA winning direc¬ 
tor of C4’s Ellen and direc¬ 
tor of the recent Wales-set 
chiller Requiem. 

The BBC will be airing a 
tribute programme to mark 
the Dudley-born comedian 
and actor’s 60th birthday 
next month. 

It will include classic clips 
from his career plus new 


items, including Sir Lenny’s 
transformation into soul 
hero Stevie Wonder. 

Sir Lenny, who turns 
60 on August 29, said the 
broadcast is ‘a great honour’ 
and he is ‘very chuffed’ to 
have his comedy work cele¬ 
brated. 

PhD 

Meanwhile, Sir Lenny 
is now also Doctor Lenny 
after being awarded a PhD 
in media arts from the Royal 
Holloway, University of 
London, after four years of 
studying. 

Having previously 
achieved an MA in screen¬ 
writing from Royal Hol¬ 
loway, Lenny decided to 
pursue a PhD, which in¬ 
volved writing of an origi¬ 
nal screenplay and a critical 
analysis of black and ethnic 
minority characters 

































Rejections hurt but 
Angela would not quit 



Angela Marsons, aged 50, from Brierley Hill, with one of her best sellers 


BRIERLEY Hill author Angela 
Marsons has achieved close 
to three million sales and 
been translated into 26 lan¬ 
guages around the globe. 

But she says she still has to 
‘pinch herself every time she re¬ 
ceives a royalty payment. 

Becoming a successful novelist has 
been a ‘rollercoaster ride’ for the 
50-year-old former Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre security guard. 

She was left fearing she would never 
see her writing in print after part¬ 
ing ways from a top London literary 
agency and suffering a string of rejec¬ 
tions from publishers. 

The feedback from traditional pub¬ 
lishers on her crime thriller series, 
which features no-nonsense Detective 
Kim Stone, was always the same: ‘we 
love it...but not enough’. Some wor¬ 
ried about the Black Country setting, 
others were concerned that readers 
wouldn’t warm to her formidable lead 
character. 

Publishing 

But in October 2014, Angela re¬ 
ceived an email which was to make her 
dreams come true. A reader she had 
worked with at the literary agency, 
Keshini Naidoo, was now a commis¬ 
sioning editor at a digital publisher, 
Bookouture - and was interested in 
publishing Angela’s work. 

“It was a lifeline for me - I didn’t 
have any expectations about what I’d 
sell, I thought maybe a couple of hun¬ 
dred copies, but I just wanted to see 
what readers thought. I wanted them 
to enjoy it,” says Angela. 

Her debut novel Silent Scream, set 
in Rowley Regis, has gone on to sell 
more than a million copies and was the 
number one Amazon bestseller in the 
UK for over a month. It also reached 


the top five in the US and has secured 
rights deals in more than 25 countries. 

Her follow-up novels - Evil Games, 
Lost Girls, Play Dead, Blood Lines, 
Dead Souls, Broken Bones and Dying 
Truth - have all hit the Amazon 
top 10, with many of them shooting 
straight to the Amazon No.l spot on 
pre-orders alone. 

Total sales for her detective series 
are now close to three million, but it’s 
the feedback from readers that Angela 
has found most rewarding - with more 
than 13,500 five-star reviews to date. 

“After the feedback that I’d had 
from traditional publishers, I was wor¬ 
ried whether readers would be put off 
by the setting of my books - but I get 
emails every single day from readers 
all around the world telling me that 
they love Kim Stone and can’t wait for 
more. 

“It’s so exciting to have that kind 
of feedback - I’ve been in tears more 


than once at the messages that I’ve 
received.” 

Angela says she struggles to get her 
head around the fact that she has be¬ 
come an international best seller al¬ 
most overnight. 

“The dream for me was always 
to write for a living, and I just feel 
so privileged that I can do that now. 
Every time I get a royalty payment, 
I have to pinch myself. Never could 
I have imagined selling three million 
books. I am so lucky to work with such 
a talented team of people at Bookou¬ 
ture. 

“Not only did they make all my 
dreams come true, they made new 
dreams and aspirations and then pro¬ 
pelled me towards them, demonstrat¬ 
ing a faith in me that I could only ever 
dream of. 

“The last two years have been a 
journey of awe and discovery which 
continues to excite me every day.” 


Olde Queens Head 


Openpyiic 


Every other 


SPECIALIST 



• Sunday Carvery 12-4pm 

• Carvery and Pudding 
Adults £9.95 Children £7.95 

• Carvery Only 

Adults £6.95 Children £4.95 * Children under 5 eat FREE 


I Pool Table FREE Juke Box FREE Function Room - catering for all functions 

BIRMINGHAM STREET, HALESOWEN f 


KITCHENS & 



BATHROOMS 

to 1 

IH 

HURRY! 

■ 


AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 
STILL AVAILABLE 

V 

t - 






SPECIAL OFFER ■ SPECIAL OFFER 


^4 


hilcst-.i-ni H VI 

bathrooms] 

QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury Suite 
(inc. Vanity Unit) 

Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


I SPECIALISTS IN NEW BATHROOMS 

• Design & Planning 

• Plastering 

• Fully Fitted Service 

• Tiling 

• Plumbing 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• Electrical Work 

• All Work Guaranteed 


ONLY £1995 I ONLY £2995 

Including VAT H Including VAT 


-DISPLAY DEALERS IN- 

Utopia • Roper Rhodes • Roca • Marflow 
Burlington • Lakes and more 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

-J 

Est 35 Years 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM INSIDE 




Established 35 Years 


MON - FRI 8.00am - 6.00pm SAT 8.00am - 5.30pm 

SUN 10.00am - 4.00pm Bank Holiday - 10.00am - 5.00pm 


7 Midfields Road Bilston WV14 OQJ 

Tel: 01902 401020 




[FURNITURE 

EMPORIUM 




THE BIG SOFA EVENT NOW ON 









✓ Dining ✓ Sofas ✓ Bedroom Furniture ✓ Flooring 

✓ Beds ✓ Carpets ✓ Italian Furniture ✓ Lighting 

Brand New Carpet Showroom Now Open 

Stourbridge Road, Halesowen B63 3UA 

(Opposite Halesowen Town FC) 

M 0121 US 4340 


✓ Sofas 

✓ Carpets 


✓ Bedroom Furniture 

✓ Italian Furniture 


QUALITY SOFA’S FROM £499 
The Big Store behind the small door 


r 




Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10.00am-6.00pm - Sun 11.00am-4.00pm 

^ www.the-furnitureemporium.com ^ 

Pictures for illustration purposes only 
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Take a step 
back and 
enjoy time 
in the shade 

WHILE the mercury stays high, a shady 
spot in your outdoor space provides a 
welcoming retreat, whether under a can¬ 
opy of trees or a pergola adorned with 
climbers, writes Hannah Stephenson. 

Even just a bench sheltered from the sun by 
colourful blooms, can provide a comfortable and 
pretty shaded stop. 

While your summer bedding continues to bloom dur¬ 
ing the heatwave, lush, deep green foliage plants and 
other cooling specimens will be thriving in the shade. 

Here, Mark Sage, head of horticulture at Wyevale 
Garden Centres, offers some top tips for planting in 
the shade... 

CHANGE EXPECTATIONS 

Shade can come from 
buildings, trees, fences and 
dominant evergreen plants. 

Change your expectations 
of shady planting and think 
about foliage, form, texture, 
muted colours and bold drifts. 

Many plants do well in 
shade, as the soil in shady 
areas can retain moisture and 
provide ideal growing condi¬ 
tions. One of the joys of plant¬ 
ing in the shade is luscious 
foliage. Rich foliage can be 
enhanced by adding splashes of colour, with shade-tol¬ 
erant Busy Lizzies, stocks, violas and nicotiana. 

MANAGE DRY SHADE 

Dry shade can be a challenge, but it’s not an impos¬ 
sible growing condition for plants. The main problem 
is the lack of light and moisture. 

Dry shade can often be found near trees, as their 
roots take moisture from the soil, as well as at the foot 
of walls or directly under roofs. 

For plants to thrive in dry shade, add as much or¬ 
ganic material to the area as possible, such as home¬ 
made leaf mould, compost or soil conditioner. This will 
help retain moisture and improve the soil condition. 
USE THE RIGHT FERTILISERS 

Using a fertiliser will help add nutrients directly to 
the soil in a form that plant roots can absorb quickly. 
Don’t use high nitrogen fertilisers, as you want to pro¬ 
mote shade-tolerant plant growth and these fertilisers 
rely on sunlight. Instead, use sulphate of potash, which 
has a very high potassium content, or wood ash from 
a bonfire. 

FIND OUT THE pH 

Use a soil testing kit to 
check the acidity or alkalinity 
of your soil because, in par¬ 
ticularly acid or alkaline soils, 
plants may not be able to use 
all the available nutrients and 
minerals while in others, the 
nutrients may have been re¬ 
moved. It will also help you 
choose the right plants for the 
soil. Plants which are unfussy 
about the soil include fatsias, 
astilbes, astrantia and many 
ferns. Acid-loving plants can 
do well in shade include rhododendrons, azaleas and 
hydrangea 

ALLOW ROOTS SOME SPACE 

When you’re planting in the shade, you need to en¬ 
sure the roots of the new plants go down into cool, 
moist soil. Fork the base of each planting hole. Even 
if your plants are tolerant to dry shade, you still need 
to water them. Give them a good soak before and after 
you’ve planted them and keep watering them for the 
first year until they’re established. 

When you’ve planted, mulch the area with a layer 
of homemade leaf mould or rotted garden compost to 
retain moisture, prevent weeds, and protect the roots 
when it’s cold. 

USE WATER TO CHILL OUT 

If you have a pond, it shouldn’t be completely in the 
shade as it will just go stagnant, but subtle green mar¬ 
ginal planting with touches of colour from plants such 
as astilbes and irises will give the area a cool, calming 
aura. 

Good plants around ponds in partial shade include 
Water horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile), dogwood (Cor- 
nus alba), Siberian iris “Caesar’s Brother” (Iris sibir- 
ica), water forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides) and 
yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus). 

USE CLIMBERS TO CREATE SHADE 

If you have a structure such as arch or pergola, grow 
climbers over it in the sun, which will provide you 
with shade underneath. Climbers which grow over a 
freestanding structure in the sun often do better than 
when planted against a wall or fence because there is 
no restriction of light. 




Reinstating wind farm subsidies ‘would cut bills’ 



Building more onshore wind farms could cut householders’ energy bills, it has been claimed 


A GREEN energy expert has called on the 
Government to reinstate onshore wind 
subsidies which would help cut energy bills. 

Ron Fox was commenting after a new 
study recently showed that building more 
onshore wind farms could save household¬ 
ers £1.6 billion on the cost of their electric¬ 
ity. 

A total of 7,000 onshore wind turbines 
generating up to 12 gigawatts of power 
have been built in the UK. 

They are commercially viable thanks to 
subsidies paid on energy bills. But since 
this benefit was stopped three years ago 
development has ground to a halt even 
though an estimated 1,800 turbines, which 
could produce an extra four gigawatts of 
power, have been given planning go-ahead. 

“It is incredible that nothing has been 
done about this since 2015,” said Mr Fox, 
of Noreus Ltd on the University of Keele 
Science and Innovation Park. “Yet here is 
a golden opportunity to cut our carbon foot¬ 
print at the same time as giving residents 
cheaper energy bills.” 

Now businesses are lobbying Parliament 
to revive the sector as they believe that the 


potential savings were “staggering” accord¬ 
ing to Lindsay McQuade, chief executive 
of Scottish Power Renewables, one of the 
companies that commissioned the report 
by BVG Associates. 

They want ministers to resume offer¬ 
ing contracts guaranteeing a price for the 
electricity they generate, similar to those 


offered to offshore wind farms and nuclear 
plants such as Hinkley Point C. This usu¬ 
ally is a figure above the market price and 
it relies on consumers paying “top-up” sub- 
sidies. 

The BVG study suggests that from 2023 
wholesale market prices would be higher 
than those needed by onshore wind farms, 


so that they can pay back the extra they re¬ 
ceived to consumers, which over 15 years 
would be more than £1.6 billion. 

It added that if the onshore wind farms 
were offered contracts next year they would 
need £45.60 per megawatt hour compared 
with the £92.50 per megawatt hour offered 
to Hinckley Point C nuclear plant. 

But some critics say this is an unfair com¬ 
parison as nuclear power can be generated 
round the clock while wind farms are de¬ 
pendent on the weather. 

One unexpected benefit from offshore 
wind farms, as opposed to onshore wind 
farms, is that the latest two-year study 
backed by the Royal Society for the Protec¬ 
tion of Birds has shown that seagulls were 
observed changing their flight path to avoid 
the turbines. 

The project, commissioned by 11 off¬ 
shore wind developers, looked at more than 
600,000 videos which recorded only six col¬ 
lisions with birds, far fewer than scientists 
previously thought. 

But ornithologists have called for more 
research in more locations onshore and off¬ 
shore closer to seabird colonies. 


Summer holidays will fly 


by outside in the garden 



Building a den is a great exercise for children and creates a place for them to use their imagination 



Deep concentration from this young girl sowing seeds Children learn about herbs and wildlife in a vegetable patch 


Report by Hannah Stephenson 

THE thoughts of school holidays 
fill some parents with dread. 

But if you can get your kids engaged 
in gardening - or at least off their 
screens and into the fresh air - the 
weeks will fly by. 

Award-winning garden designer and 
mother-of-two Ann-Marie Powell - who 
designed the BBC Countryfile’s 30th anni¬ 
versary garden at this year’s RHS Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show - says wildlife 
and growing-your-own could be just the 
magnet you need to lure youngsters outside. 

Here, she shares eight ways to get your 
kids into the garden this summer... 

CREATE A VEG PATCH NEAR PLAY 
EQUIPMENT 

“We have a little veg plot at the end of 
our garden where all the herbs are, and I 
always grow food particularly for them to 
scrump,” says Powell. “The plot is close to 
their trampoline, so they go down there and 
I’ll say, ‘Boys, while you’re down there can 
you get me some basil’, or, ‘Pick me some 
peas’, or whatever is in season. 

“Now they know all of the herbs and veg 
and they notice wildlife like ladybirds.” 
KEEP BINOCULARS HANDY 

Powell says: “We have some binoculars 
in our living room, as luckily we are sur¬ 
rounded by trees. They love looking through 
the binoculars to see what they can see.” 

AMUSE THEM WITH APPS 

If they really can’t be separated from 
their phones, load some apps to your advan¬ 
tage. “They have this app where you record 
the birdsong and the app will identify the 
bird (warblr.co.uk and ChirpOMatic.com 
are popular choices),” says Powell. “When 
we get back, we can then look the birds up 
in a book. 

“If you talk to them about wildlife, they’ll 
want to know all about it.” 

If they’re really keen to know the name 
of a plant or flower, there are various plant 
identification apps which will do the job, in¬ 
cluding FlowerChecker (flowerchecker.com) 
and PlantSnap (plantsnap.com), where you 
take a photo of the plant and the app will 
endeavour to identify it. 

GO ON FAMILY WALKS 

“I have two children, Archie, 14, and Gil¬ 
bert, nine, and like all children these days, 
they are addicted to the internet,” says 
Powell. “So every Sunday we go for a fam¬ 
ily walk, which we’ve done for years, and 
look at the landscape. It’s fantastic family 
time and it means they’re experiencing a 
little bit of the great outdoors. They almost 
always moan about it but as soon as we get 
out there, they are changed children. And 
we talk.” 

VISIT NATURE RESERVES 

Powell says: “Since the boys were little, 
we have been to nature reserves. Straight 
away, their shoes were off, they were walk¬ 
ing through the streams, swinging in the 
trees - they always have great fun.” 


CREATE A WILDLIFE HAVEN 

“We have lots of plants for pollinators 
in our garden and you’ll find a massive list 
from the RHS (rhs.org.uk), from echinaceas 
to rose,” says Powell. “They attract insects, 
which create interest for children in the 
garden.” 

ENCOURAGE THEM TO GROW THINGS 

“Try sowing seeds,” says Powell. “My kids 
like sowing big seeds, slightly weird-look¬ 
ing, and they want to know what the plants 
are going to be like and what they will pro¬ 
duce. Peas and beans are so easy and they 


grow really quickly, and sunflowers are bril¬ 
liant - the bigger, the better.” 

ENCOURAGE INSECTS 
INTO THE GARDEN 

“We often see staghorn beetles on our 
walks, and the bigger the better. Kids are 
interested in bugs, but we are seeing less of 
them, which is why we need to plant polli¬ 
nating plants,” says Powell. 

“When I’ve cut back long grasses, they’ve 
made hollow stems - so we’ve put the stems 
together, bunched them up and put them in 
trees to make bug houses.” 


GIVE THEM SPACE FOR A DEN 

“Kids love to be able to call a space their 
own, where they can use their imagination. 
Dens are brilliant and they can make a 
right old mess out of old bamboo sticks or 
cut-off branches. 

“You could even plant bamboo plants and 
bend over the stems. They’ll make it into an 
absolute horror but it’s theirs, they need to 
own it,” Powell adds. “Put the idea in their 
head by, say, reading them a book at bed¬ 
time about dens and suggest they could do 
that in the garden.” 
































THEATRE 



♦ Summer fun at the Cone * 

Open: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday, 11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday 

• Glassblowing demonstrations - Mon to Fri 11am - 2.30pm, Sat & Sun 12noon - 3.30pm 
• Jam Club activities (smaii charge applies) • Craft Studios • Family crafts • Coffee House 

Call 01384 812750 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums ^^ 

RED HOUSE GLASS CONE High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ Red House Glass Cone ^0 @redhousecone 0.U, ^ ^ V 
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Forthcoming Events 


July 

21st - The Straight Aces 
28th - Black Heart Angels 
August 

4th - Bo Dudleys 
5th - Jon Townley 
Hth-Tunky Pig 
18th - Spike 
25th - Still Crazy 
26th - Jon Townley 
Great Selection of Ales, Ciders, 
Gins, Lagers, Spirits and Much More. 


0=0^ SjD5iG^QAmiSDDQ 


lEyery^Saturday 


a©© 


Hot Pork & 
Hot Beef Cobs 

NOW SERVED ALL DAY. 


2 4 £10 


ON MAIN MEALS 

Monday-Thursday 
FROM 5PM. 
Friday & Saturday 
12noon - 8pm 
Sunday lunch menu 

ALSO AVAILABLE. 


THE11ITTBREWERY 


Have Faith! It's the 
First Lady of FTn'B 


A merican singer Faith Evans 
will return to the UK to 
headline a major tour. The 
Grammy-winning star has 
been in the public eye for 
more than 25 years and 
has enjoyed a successful career as a 
singer and actress. 

She’ll play songs from her hit 2017 album The King & 

I, recorded with her late husband, The Notorious B.I.G., 
when she takes to the stage at Birmingham’s 02 Institute 
on Saturday. 

The record was released to mark the 20th Anniversary 
of the passing of the Notorious B.I.G. 

The death of her husband has left a void. “There is still 
no closure for us, but we just got tired of fighting what 
seemed to be a never-ending battle. It’s not any easier for 
us today 20 years later than it was for us at seven or eight 
years. 

“The funny thing is I didn’t plan for our album to drop 
last year, it was supposed to drop the year before. But to 
me it’s the little things that let me know that Big approves 
the album because there were lots of little ways that I felt 
he was a part of the process.” 

Faith is already working on a biopic based on her 2009 
memoir, Keep the Faith, which chronicles her life and 
career, including her marriage to Biggie and his much- 
publicized infidelity. 

Despite the drama that transpired between Faith, 

Lil’ Kim and other women involved with Biggie in the 
autobiography, the songstress makes it clear it won’t be 
heavily played onscreen. 

“I’m the executive producer on it, and I’m working 
closely with the screenwriters. It’s definitely not going to 
be something other than what I would want to see. I like 
to be very tactful - but honest.” 

Faith says The King and I was a cathartic project. 

“The title actually was divine inspiration. I didn’t have 
a list of like, any thoughts of what the album title was 
going to be, but funny enough that’s the first thing 
that just dropped in my lap before I recorded one 
song.” 

COMFORTABLE 

She was glad to make peace with Lil’ Kim on 
there. 

“Well I don’t know ... because like you said, 

I haven’t had those feelings in a while. I can’t 
speak for her whenever she felt like, “OK, it’s 
time to kind of let it go,” but thankfully 
she’s in a different place. I really 
don’t know when. I’ve seen her 
several times in passing 
throughout the years, but 
then when we were 
rehearsing for the 
Bad Boy Tour was 
probably the first 
time I actually 
had a full 
conversation with 
her since back 
when we actually 
hung out. 

“You know, back 
in the day. That was - I 
won’t say different because 
it’s not like I don’t know who 
Kim is - but it was different just 
to feel comfortable. I felt like she 
understood where I was coming 
from; it was a feeling. She actually 
was receptive and as soon as 
I asked her about being on the 
album, she’s like, “Of course!” So 
I don’t think that was the defining 
moment of a hatchet being buried 
or anything. In previous times, it was 
never like she didn’t say hello back if 
I said hi. I always said hi if I saw her, 
but [the Bad Boy Tour] was certainly a 
forum where we got to see each other a 
little more often. Doing shows every day, 

I would stop in her dressing room and • 1 




with her baby and stuff like that. The tour 
certainly was a catalyst for the recovery of our 
relationship, I would say.” 

Faith thinks about her whirlwind 
relationship with Biggie on a daily basis. 
Fler memories are ever-present and 
she reflects constantly on the impact 
he had on her life. 

“I can’t say I think about it like, 
What if we didn’t get married?’ but 
I can’t say that I’ve never reflected 
on it like, ‘Yeah, we did move really 
fast’. We’re doing a documentary 
with A&E Films about Big, and 
I just recently saw the rough cut 
and there were some clips of 
interview pieces of him that I had 
never heard. Fie was like, ‘You 
know, maybe she won’t admit it 
but I’ll admit it. We were moving 
too fast and everything, but 
we was in love!’ So obviously 
what he was saying was 
probably in response to 
someone asking him about 
how fast, but we fell in 
love! We did, and knowing 
that things would definitely 
not be the same in so many 
ways, I’m glad that I was 
V* 3 already prepared to kind of 
look at the bigger picture in 
many ways with things.” 

Faith wasn’t actually a huge fan of 
Biggie’s before they got married. 

“I wasn’t familiar with his music 
prior to when we met. Fie probably 
had Party & Bull-t and maybe the Mary 
song that he was on Real Love, but I 


I was a church girl. 
It’s not that I didn’t 
listen to secular 
music, but I wasn’t 
hip-hop savvy 


didn’t really know who he was. I was a church girl. It’s not 
that I didn’t listen to secular music, but I wasn’t the most 
hip-hop savvy. But Puff had a Father’s Day party which 
was the first night he ended up going home with me and 
we made love and all that. But when I saw him on stage, 

I was just blown away. I’m just in the audience like, ‘Oh, 
he’s performing?’ because he’d just kept asking me was 
I coming to this party and I saw him on stage. I didn’t 
know any of the songs either, but I just was looking at him 
and just how he had the crowd and how he didn’t have to 
do that much because he just had a certain confidence 
and swagger. I was like, ‘wow’. Then after the show, 
everybody was just clamoring around him and they was 
like, ‘Where you going?’ and he was like, ‘I’m going with 
her’. I was like, ‘Oh, OK! Come on, daddy!”’ 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 












OCS and Kaiser Chiefs 
have days at the races 


Two of the nation’s favourite rock bands 
will be bringing the long hot summer 
to a rousing finale at Wolverhampton 
Racecourse on August 31 and September 
1- and both events follow a day at the races. 

Britpop outfit Ocean Colour Scene, from 
Birmingham, will perform at the racecourse on the 
Friday. The group had five top 10 albums including 
a number one in 1997, Marchin’ Already. Hit singles 
include The Day We Caught The Train and The 
Riverboat Song. At one stage, they were Britain’s 
second biggest-selling band, beaten only by their 
mates, Oasis, and 1996 triple platinum album Moseley 
Shoals remains the go-to record for fans of Britpop. 



Singer Simon Fowler went from being a newspaper 
reporter to fronting the biggest thing since Oasis, an 
overnight success after seven years. Midlands gigs 
always have a special resonance for OCS and they’ll 
make everyone a winner after this day at the races. 

The following evening Leeds rockers The Kaiser 
Chiefs, featuring hyperactive frontman Ricky Wilson, 
will mark the highlight of the Ladies Day meeting at the 
Dunstall Park track. The Brit Award-winning quartet 
are best known for hit songs such as Ruby, I Predict 
A Riot, Everyday I Love You Less and Less, and Ricky 
made a lot of new fans during his spell as a judge on 
the BBC TV version of The Voice. 

For more information see www.wolverhampton- 
racecourse.co.uk website. 


Band didn't come 
home too soon 


THEIR break - all 13 years 
of it - lasted longer than the 
lifespan of most rock bands. 

And yet when Scottish rockers 
Del Amitri returned in 2014, their 
audience were still waiting. 

Having formed in Glasgow in 
1983 and released four top 10 
albums, Del Amitri are planning a 
series of summer headline shows, 
including a night at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall on Monday. 

Frontman Justin Currie, pictured, 
is pleased that fans have stuck 
around to listen to such hits as 
Nothing Ever Happens, Kiss This 
Thing Goodbye and Always The 


Last To Know, as well as Roll to Me 
and Don’t Come Home Too Soon. 

He spent much of the band’s 
13-year hiatus working on solo work 
but was please to reform the band. 

“After we reformed for a few 
weeks of gigs in 2014 we enjoyed 
the experience so much that we 
thought we’d do it again someday. 

“An offer to do Edinburgh Castle 
came in, and having made such 
an arse of it in the nineties we 
thought it might be good to try and 
make amends. Four years felt like 
a decent enough period of time 
to stay out of people’s faces. So 
we’re just doing a week of shows, 
finishing at Glasgow Barrowlands 



Ballroom 
venue we’ve 
been desperate to get back to for 
17 years.” 

Fans can expect the hits when 
Del Amitri take to the stage in 
Birmingham. They avoided playing 
new material in 2014, so as to give 
punters a comprehensive review 
of their output between 1985 and 
2002 . 

“We feared the whole audience 
might sod off to the bogs as soon 
as we played something unfamiliar. 
This time we have given ourselves a 
little more leeway so we’ll try some 
new things and see if we can make 
them fit.” 


Goldfrapp and 
more on the farm 

A festival in rural 
Herefordshire will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary this 
weekend. Nozstock, 
on a working farm at 
Bromyard, will feature 
Chase and Status + 

Rage, Goldfrapp (Alison 
Goldfrapp pictured), 

The Selecter, We Are 
Scientists, The Blockheaua, 

Dub Pistols, Honeyfeet, Electric 
Swing Circus, Spunge, The Lovely Eggs, plus DJ 
sets from Grandmaster Flash, Chali 2na and Krafty 
Kuts. It’s on Friday to Sunday, for details see www. 
nozstock.com. 


Y Not head to Peak 
District for tasty festival 

The summer of festivals continues on Thursday (July 
26) when The Libertines, Catfish and the Bottlemen, 
Jamiroquai, Manic Street Preachers, Kaiser Chiefs 
and The Wombats line up at Y Not? Festival. 

The event runs until July 29 at Pikehall, Derbyshire, 
and also features Seasick Steve, The Levellers. Black 
Rebel Motorcycle Club, Razorlight, Circa Waves and 
The Amazons. There will also be sets from Fat White 
Family, Buzzcocks, The Sherlocks, Tom Grennan, 
Peace, Moose Blood and Reverend and the Makers. 
Also on the bill are Shame, Fickle Friends, Marika 
Hackman, Mallory Knox, Lucy Spraggan, Tom Walker, 
Pale Waves, Coasts, Blaenavon, Lady Leshurr, Ibibio 
Sound Machine, Nadia Rose, Spector and Superfood. 
The event offers great music and food in the beautiful 
Peak District. See ynotfestival.com for details. 



15 Years and Celebrating 


Commercial feature 


THE Bangla Lounge restaurant is in 
the heart of Halesowen town centre 
opposite the church. 

The restaurant has been serving 
quality pan Asian food for the last 
15 years. 

Originally set up in 2003 by Bari’s 
family the business has gone from 
strength to strength and this year are 
celebrating their 15th year anniversary. 

As a thank you to all their loyal 
customers for all their support over the 
years they are offering 15% discount 
every Friday & Saturday up to the 11th 
August and this is both eat in or take 
away. 

Atmosphere and decor 

As you enter you are welcomed by 
magnificent setting and a delightful 
marriage of classic and luxurious 
modern - a wonderful comfortable 
experience. 

The menu dishes 

The menu offers a wide variety of 
mouth-watering dishes from red hot 
Goa to cool Kashmir. On the new 
2018 menu, new dishes include 
South Indian garlic lamb or chicken, 
Dhabba Murgh, as well as exclusive 
house specials Tamarind king prawns, 
chicken makhani and home- made 
lamb dish. There are plenty of dishes 
for vegetarians and fish lovers including 
vegetable jhall, Roson Ki salmon, also 
any main dish from the menu using 
Quorn pieces. 


M 



9 m 


Owner and manager Bari Azad is ready to welcome you 


The ingredients 

All food is made freshly cooked on 
order and the dishes have the warmth 
of homemade Indian cooking. 

The chefs take great care in selecting 
the best quality ingredients. 

The restaurant also offers a large 
selection of wines and beer from 
around the world. 

Healthy eating 

At Bangla Lounge, healthy eating is 
high on the agenda if you prefer to have 
low calorie version of your favourite 
dishes prepared, they are able to 


specially prepare most dishes using 
less oil, no butter or ghee-less food 
colouring resulting in lighter meals. 

If you are planning a celebration, the 
restaurant’s upstairs function room 
can cater for up to 40 guests is ideal 
for work parties birthday celebrations 
anniversaries. Takeaways are available 
and home delivery service for free 
within a three-mile radius. 

To book a table 
call 01215857020 or email: 
info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 
The restaurant can be found at 67-69 
High Street, Halesowen, B63 3BQ. 





Celebrating our 15 years Anniversary. 

As a thank you 15% discount 
Fridays & Saturdays. Eat in or take 

Mention this advert to get your 15% discount Valid I until 11th August 2018, 




SUNDAY BUFFET 


From 5pm 


£ 10.95 

HELP YOURSELF 
TO AS MUCH AS 
YOU LIKE 

T&C’s apply 


CHILDREN 

(UNDER 8) 

£ 5.95 


Including Bank Holidays 


2 FORI 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawn 
T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ 

www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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CHOICE 



Proms Extra 
(BBC2,6.50pm) 

New series. Katie Derham 
presents the weekly 
magazine show on which she 
joined by leading stars of 
the classical world for 
conversation about all that 
the Proms season has to offer. 

In the spotlight for the first 
2018 edition are Five 
Telegrams from the First Night 
of the Proms, the Young 
Musicians Prom and multi¬ 
instrumentalist Jacob Collier, 
while David Owen Norris returns 
with Chord of the Week. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s Family Favourites. 
(R) 12.00 Athletics: Monaco Diamond 
League Highlights. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Athletics: Anniversary 
Games. Gabby Logan presents coverage 
from London Stadium. 4.00 Athletics: 
World Cup. 5.05 Wedding Day Winners. 
6.05 BBC News. 

6.15 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Film: Wreck-lt Ralph. (2012) A 
video game villain grows tired of 
always being the bad guy, and 
ventures into other games in 
search of the chance to be a hero, 
unwittingly causing chaos in the 
process. When a deadly threat to 
the entire arcade appears, it falls to 
him to set things right. Animated 
adventure, with the voices of John 
C Reilly, Sarah Silverman and Jane 
Lynch. 

7.55 Pointless Celebrities. Richard 
Madeley and his daughter Chloe, 
JLS star JB and his wife Chloe, 

Fern Britton and her daughter 
Grace Jones, and B*Witched twins 
Keavy and Edele Lynch take part in 
a families-themed edition of the 
unorthodox quiz show. (R) 

8.40 Casualty. Bea tries to give Alicia 
the help she needs following the 
attack, while Eddie tries to rebuild 
their relationship - only to be told 
they are purely professional 
colleagues. Jacob lies to Sam and 
tells her that Blake knows about 
their relationship. Elsewhere, after 
overhearing Sam express her 
doubts that she will last another 
shift, Ruby attempts to build 
bridges with her colleagues and 
patients. A father and son are 
brought in with injuries they refuse 
to explain, raising suspicions of 
abuse - but it is not clear who is 
the abuser and who the victim. 
9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes looks 
after a robotic baby that has been 
given to Dermot and Maria to help 
them prepare for their new arrival, 
and Cathy develops a crush on her 
psychology lecturer. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Film: Pretty Woman. (1990) A 
millionaire businessman hires a 
prostitute for a week, and falls in 
love with her despite their many 
differences. Romantic comedy, 
starring Julia Roberts. 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.35 Marrying Mum and Dad. 7.00 
Officially Amazing Goes Bunkers. 7.30 
The Dengineers. (R) 8.00 Naomi’s 
Nightmares of Nature. (R) 8.30 Deadly 
Dinosaurs with Steve Backshall. (R) 9.00 
David Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. 
(R) 9.25 Animal Odd Couples. (R) 10.25 
Coast. (R) 11.00 Second Chance 
Summer: Tuscany. (R) 12.00 Simply 
Nigella. (R) 12.30 Kew on a Plate. (R) 

1.30 Garden Rescue. (R) 2.15 Wanted 
Down Under. (R) 3.00 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 4.00 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert. (R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

5.50 Supercharged Otters: Natural 
World. (R) 

6.50 Proms Extra. New series. Katie 
Derham presents the weekly 
magazine show on which she 
joined by leading stars of the 
classical world for conversation 
about all that the Proms season 
has to offer. 

7.30 Dari’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
is alarmed to discover the extent of 
butcher Corporal Jones’s cash¬ 
flow crisis and takes drastic 
measures to help him. Comedy 
from 1975, starring Clive Dunn. 

(R) 

8.00 Golf: The Open Championship 
Highlights. Eilidh Barbour 
presents action from the third day 
of the prestigious event at 
Carnoustie Golf Links in Angus, 
Scotland, as the players aimed to 
move a step closer to glory. In the 
third round at Royal Birkdale last 
year, eventual champion Jordan 
Spieth strengthened his grip at the 
top of the leaderboard by shooting 
65 to move three shots clear of his 
American compatriot Matt Kuchar. 
However, the day belonged to 
South African Branden Grace after 
he became the first man in history 
to card a 62 in a major 
championship. Grace holed eight 
birdies in a bogey-free third round 
to set the record. With 
commentary from Peter Alliss, 

Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter and 
Maureen Madill. 

10.00 Ql XL. Bill Bailey, Phill Jupitus and 
Claudia Winkleman join Alan 
Davies and host Sandi Toksvig for 
an extended edition of the 
unconventional quiz. (R) 
10.45Touretteshero: Me, My Mouth 
and I. 

11.45 Film: Mandela: Long Walk to 
Freedom. (2013) 

2.05 Picnic at Hanging Rock. (R) 3.00 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. 
(R) 6.50 Mission Employable. (R) 6.55 
The Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 NinjaGo: 
Possession. (R) 7.30 The Haunted 
Hathaways. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead Weird. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ballon 
Saturday. 9.25 Who’s Doing the Dishes? 
(R) 10.25 The Voice Kids. (R) 11.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.05 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 2.00 Catchphrase. (R) 2.45 
Tenable. (R) 3.45 Tipping Point. (R) 4.45 
The Chase. (R) 5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 Film: Minions. (2015) Premiere. 

A race of strange, babbling yellow 
creatures has served the cause of 
evil throughout the history of the 
world. In the 1960s, three of these 
eternal henchmen get a job 
working for a criminal genius who 
is hatching a plot against the 
British crown - but while carrying 
out her orders, they uncover a 
threat to their whole species. 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Sandra Bullock, Pierre Coffin, 
Jon Hamm and Michael Keaton. 
8.00 The Voice Kids Live Final. After a 
week of competition, Emma Willis 
presents the talent contest’s grand 
final, giving youngsters between 
the ages of seven and 14 the 
chance to achieve stardom. The 
Voice UK’s Will.i.am, McFly’s 
Danny Jones and pop star Pixie 
Lott occupy the famous spinning 
red chairs, but the decisions have 
now been taken out of the 
coaches’ hands and now rest 
solely with the voting public. Last 
in the series. 

9.35 ITV News; Weather. 

9.55 Film: The Bourne Ultimatum. 

(2007) Amnesiac rogue assassin 
Jason Bourne’s long-buried 
memories are reawakened by a 
British journalist researching the 
secret organisation that was 
responsible for transforming him 
into a killing machine. Meanwhile, 
a ruthless CIA director becomes 
convinced Bourne is still a security 
risk, and plans to dispose of him 
once and for all. Third instalment 
of the spy thriller series, directed 
by Paul Greengrass and starring 
Matt Damon. 

11.55 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
viewers’ videos. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Mr Selfridge. 

(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Cycling: Velothon Wales. 6.35 
Motor Sport: Chateau Impney Hill Climb. 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 The Simpsons. 
(R) 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.20 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.20 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 12.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.20 
Four in a Bed. (R) 1.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 

2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.55 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 3.55 Kirstie and 
Phil’s Love It or List It. (R) 5.00 Channel 
4 News. 5.30 Formula 1 German Grand 
Prix Qualifying Highlights. 

7.05 Inside Bentley: A Great British 
Motor Car. Documentary going 
behind the scenes at the car 
company’s plant in northwest 
England, as work commences on a 
new range of 4x4s. This is the first 
time cameras have had access to 
the plant, which is currently 
undergoing millions in new 
investment. The programme 
features the local people and 
master craftsmen working on the 
factory floor as well as visiting the 
world’s most exclusive car 
showroom in Mayfair and the 
secretive department where 
customers can obtain the latest 
upgrades to their bespoke vehicle. 
(R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys: India. Part 
two of two. Timothy West and 
Prunella Scales leave India’s 
canals behind to explore the 
Brahmaputra river, a rarely 
navigated stretch of water with a 
remarkable history. They follow an 
old tea trading route, meet a 
community of monks and take a 
ride on an elephant. (R) 

9.00 Film: Kingsman: The Secret 
Service. (2015) A streetwise 
teenager is taken under the wing 
of his dead father’s old colleague, 
an agent working for a super¬ 
secret spy organisation. Will the 
youngster prove to be a chip off 
the old block by proving useful 
during a battle against a twisted, 
hi-tech genius? Action comedy 
based on a comic book, starring 
Colin Firth, Taron Egerton and 
Samuel L Jackson. 

11.35 Film: The Visit. (2015) Premiere. 
Horror, with Olivia DeJonge. 

1.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 2.05 The Big Narstie Show. (R) 
3.00 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.10 My Kitchen 
Rules. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.45 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 11.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 2.10 Bargain-Loving 
Brits in the Sun. (R) 3.10 Bad Tenants, 
Rogue Landlords. (R) 4.10 Bad Tenants, 
Rogue Landlords. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away! (R) 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away 
Special. In an episode full of 
surprises, agents Paul and Steve 
make a dangerous discovery 
leading to them calling the police. 
Elsewhere, Stewart and Elmore 
face a moral dilemma, and Paul 
and Steve hear a story that stops 
them in their tracks. (R) 

7.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady hosts as 
feisty fashion student Mia chooses 
between blogger Howie, Geordie 
lad Declan and musician Elijah. 
Customer service adviser Stephen 
from Blackpool then makes his 
decision, choosing from 
bodybuilder Terri, teacher Julia 
and Marilyn Monroe impersonator 
Suzie. Plus, model Plum and 
dancer Jose return to the studio, 
reporting on their dates and 
revealing how they got on. 

8.00 Before They Were Stars. A trek 
back through the TV archive to 
uncover embarrassing early 
brushes with fame endured by 
some of today’s biggest stars. 
Among those skewered are pop 
stars, rock legends, silver-screen 
icons, celebrated comedians and 
sporting heroes. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Victoria Wood: Her Life As Seen 
on TV. Profile of the writer and 
comedian, charting her career 
from her initial breakthrough 
singing comedy songs on 1970s 
talent show New Faces, through to 
her subsequent TV series and 
stand-up shows. Featuring clips of 
some of the funniest performances 
of her 40-year career and 
contributions from friends, fans 
and co-stars, including Richard E 
Grant, Duncan Preston, Kate 
Robbins and Barry Cryer. (R) 

10.00 Victoria Wood: Live 1997. The 
comedian performs stand-up and 
sketches, recorded during 
Victoria’s 1997 tour and acclaimed 
as one of the very best stand-up 
shows of the decade. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Mountain: Life at the Extreme 8.00 
Wonders of the Monsoon 9.00 Hidden 
10.00 Top of the Pops: 1986 11.00 The 
Undiscovered Peter Cook 12.00 
Smashing Hits! The 80’s Pop Map of 
Britain & Ireland 1.00 Classic Soul at the 
BBC 2.00 Mountain: Life at the Extreme 
3.00 Wonders of the Monsoon 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

12.50 Catchphrase 1.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.00 Film: You’ve Got Mail 
(1998) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: You’ve 
Got Mail (1998) 4.25 Film: St Trinian’s 2: 
The Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 5.25 
FYI Daily 5.30 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The 
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 6.35 
Film: The Mummy Returns (2001) 7.35 
FYI Daily 7.40 Film: The Mummy 
Returns (2001) 9.00 Love Island: The 
Weekly Hot List 10.05 Keith Lemon: 
Coming in America 10.50 Family Guy 

12.20 American Dad! 1.15 CelebAbility 

1.55 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Newbury. 
Francesca Cumani presents coverage 
from Newbury, Market Rasen and 
Newmarket. 4.00 Rosemary & Thyme 
5.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 Endeavour 
11.00 Vera 1.00 Honest 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 Tour de France Live. 5.00 Storage 
Wars: Texas 6.00 Monster Carp 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 Film: The 
Living Daylights (1987) 9.05 FYI Daily 

9.10 Film: The Living Daylights (1987) 
10.45 Rugby World Cup Sevens 
Highlights 11.45 Better Late Than Never 
12.40 Minder 1.45 The Motorbike Show 
2.35 Sporting Funnies 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 The Goldbergs 3.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 3.30 Young Sheldon 4.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Mortal 
Instruments: City of Bones (2013) 11.35 
Gogglebox 1.40 Tattoo Fixers 2.40 Rude 
Tube 3.35 Gogglebox 4.25 Rude(ish) 
Tube 4.50 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Napoleon Dynamite (2004) 1.00 
The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
(2004) 2.45 The Indian in the Cupboard 
(1995) 4.35 Picture Perfect (1997) 6.40 
Back to the Future Part III (1990)9.00 
Gladiator (2000) 12.00 The Mechanic 
(2011) 1.45 The Haunting in Connecticut 
(2009) 3.55 Close 




The Island Pool, Wolverhampton Road, 
Kidderminster DYIO 3RX (formerly Cookley Arms) 




For bookings or further details please call 

www.theislandpool.net 


01562 850311 


Starts next week 



QUIZ NKaHT 


Wednesday's from 8.30pm 

Come and test your knowledgeIII 
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Choose from any of our freshly selected roasted s' 

meats accompanied by Yorkshire pudding and 
homemade seasoning, served with a wide selection 
of locally grown fresh vegetables, all finished off 
with our Chef's secret recipe gravy. 


1/2 price off main menu every Monday 

between 5pm - 8pm (booking advisable) 
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ALLTHROUGHTHE 
SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 1 2NOON - 8PM 

One free kid's carvery with every full paying adult. 

Age 12 and under Cannot be used with any other offer 

BREAKFAST ALL YOU 
CAN EAT BUFFET STYLE. 

8.30am-11am 
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the weekend the 
right way 


welcome to... 


The Island Pool 

A classic country pub serving a high 
standard of food and great traditional ales 


FREE BOUNCY CASTLE 
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Pub and Indian Restaurant 
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Wolverhampton 
Road South, 
Quinton, 
Birmingham 
B32 2AY 
0121 429 3322 




REAL ALE 


Mondays 
Kids eat Free with 
2 paying adults 
that purchase 


a main. 

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
BOOK NOW VIA FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NEWTALBOTQUINTON/ 
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CHOICE 



Unforgotten 
(ITV, 9pm) 

Cassie and Sunny go in search 
of Hayley's family as the press 
begin to take an interest in the 
story. A detective who was 
involved in the original 
investigation offers his thoughts 
on why her disappearance 
remained unsolved, pointing 
out that Hayley's boyfriend was 
suspected of the crime but was 
never charged. The distance 
between where Hayley was last 
seen and where her body was 
found leads Cassie to form a 
new theory - that the killer may 
have travelled up from London, 
then returned before they could 
be questioned. 


5.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Man- 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Garden Rescue. (R)2.00 
Money for Nothing. (R) 3.00 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 3.45 Lifeline. 3.55 
Songs of Praise. 4.30 Animals Behaving 
Badly. (R) 5.30 Eat Well for Less? (R) 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. A special episode 
from Cumbria celebrates 
Countryfile’s 30th anniversary, in 
which John Craven introduces a 
countdown of the show’s 30 most 
memorable moments from the 
past three decades. Matt Baker 
meets a local fell walker, and Tom 
Heap investigates Countryfile’s 
coverage of Foot and Mouth 
disease, and meets a local farmer 
to discover how he coped with the 
outbreak. Ellie Harrison meets 
some student wildlife film-makers, 
and Steve Brown meets boating 
enthusiasts in Ullswater engaged 
in a prestigious contest. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team value decorative 
objects and rarities, returning to 
Cardiff Castle. Silver specialist 
Gordon Foster is fascinated by an 
elaborately decorated Indian flask, 
while John Benjamin reveals what 
was thought to be costume 
jewellery is actually the real thing. 
Plus, Fiona goes on the hunt for a 
lost 1933 penny worth a small 
fortune now, and Roadshow 
veteran Henry Sandon gets his 
hands on a rare piece of porcelain. 
9.00 Poldark. Ross grows furious at 
Adderley’s unwanted advances to 
Demelza and resorts to violence - 
a confrontation that results in his 
being formally challenged to a 
duel. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Imagine - Rose Wylie: This Rose 
Is Blooming. Alan Yentob meets 
the painter, known for her 
exuberant, large-scale canvases. 
He discovers how her memories 
and experiences have helped 
mould her into the artist she is 
today. 

11.35 Film: A Little Chaos. (2014) 
Period drama, with Kate Winslet 
and Matthias Schoenaerts. 

1.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 
BBC News. 


6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 
Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 7.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.25 The Beechgrove Garden. 9.55 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 The 
Best Dishes Ever. (R) 12.00 Hairy Bikers’ 
Best of British. (R) 1.00 Athletics: 
Anniversary Games. Gabby Logan 
presents coverage of day two from 
London Stadium. 4.30 Flog It! (R) 5.30 
Secrets of Silicon Valley. (R) 

6.30 Mortimer &Whitehouse: Gone 
Fishing. (R) 

7.00 Inside the Factory. Gregg Wallace 
explores an enormous Derbyshire 
coffee factory, where they produce 
175,000 jars of instant coffee a 
day. He follows the production of 
freeze dried instant coffee, from 
the arrival of 27 tonnes of Brazilian 
green coffee beans right through 
to dispatch. Meanwhile, Cherry 
Healey learns about the drink’s 
chemistry and Ruth Goodman 
investigates its origins, visiting the 
site of the UK’s very first coffee 
house which sprang up in a 
London churchyard in 1652. (R) 
8.00 Golf: The Open Championship 
Highlights. Eilidh Barbour 
presents action from the fourth 
and final day of the prestigious 
event at Carnoustie Golf Links in 
Angus, Scotland, as the third 
Major of the year drew to a close. 
Each of the last three Opens held 
at Carnoustie have been decided 
by a play-off, including Padraig 
Harrington’s triumph in 2007 and 
Paul Lawrie’s win on home soil in 
1999. With commentary from 
Peter Alliss, Ken Brown, Andrew 
Cotter and Maureen Madill. 

10.00 Shankly: Nature’s Fire. Profile of 
football manager Bill Shankly, 
examining his success during two 
periods running Liverpool and the 
influence his Ayrshire roots had on 
his career. (R) 

11.30 Idris Elba — King of Speed. Part 
one of two. Documentary in which 
the Luther star embarks on an 
international journey to explore the 
history of car racing while 
sampling the thrill of competition 
vehicles. (R) 

12.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Sean 
Fletcher presents a special programme 
on Wales. (R) 1.25 Holby City. Sacha 
tries a new romance, tensions rise as 
Meena moves in on Nicky’s turf up on 
Darwin, and Donna puts Zav to the test. 
(R) 2.25 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes from BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. 
(R) 6.50 Mission Employable. (R) 6.55 
The Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 NinjaGo: 
Possession. (R) 7.30 The Haunted 
Hathaways. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead Weird. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 

9.25 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 10.15 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 The Voice Kids Live Final. 
(R) 1.55 Film: Mamma Mia! (2008) 
Musical comedy, starring Meryl Streep. 
4.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. (R) 

5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. Paul meets a large bull 
mastiff with some very particular 
demands, a pair of chihuahua pug 
crosses with a strange family 
dynamic and an unusual looking 
mongrel which is very shy. (R) 
6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Vera. A mother of two is found 
murdered in her back garden. Vera 
and Aiden investigate the case, 
and delve into the disturbing 
secrets and ongoing conflicts that 
lurk beneath the surface of the 
victim’s seemingly peaceful 
suburban community. The case 
takes a more complicated turn 
when the dead woman’s estranged 
family make an unexpected 
reappearance, and while several of 
her neighbours may have had 
cause to carry out a crime of 
passion, her relatives may have 
had compelling motives of their 
own to kill. Guest starring Rita 
Tushingham. (R) 

9.00 Unforgotten. Cassie and Sunny go 
in search of Hayley’s family, while 
a detective who was involved in 
the original investigation offers his 
thoughts on why her 
disappearance remained unsolved. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Holiday Horrors: Caught on 
Camera. Another selection of clips 
showcasing what can go wrong on 
holiday, including a couple getting 
an unexpected visitor to their tent 
on a safari holiday. (R) 

11.20 Goodwood Festival of Speed. 
Action from the Goodwood Estate 
as motoring enthusiasts from 
around the world gathered for the 
historic car and bike event. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.00 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. (R) 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 Film: The Boxtrolls. (2014) 
Stop-motion animated fantasy, with the 
voice of Isaac Hempstead Wright. 3.20 
Bang on Budget. 4.20 Homes by the 
Med. 5.20 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 

6.20 Channel 4 News. 

6.45 Formula 1 German Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones and David 
Coulthard present action from the 
11 th round of the season at the 
Hockenheimring, as the race 
returned to the calendar after 
being absent last year. Lewis 
Hamilton took the honours here in 
2016, and will be looking for 
another victory to help reduce 
Sebastian Vettel’s lead in the 
standings. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. A frustrated 
Serena Joy becomes desperate, 
and the Commander tries to make 
amends. Nick pushes Eden further 
away, and Offred is faced with an 
unexpected reunion. 

10.10 Artist in Residence: The Sex 
Clinic. New series. Artists move in 
to unusual locations to seek fresh 
inspiration, beginning with Bryony 
Kimmings, who talks to patients at 
asexual health clinic about their 
lives. 

11.05 Film: Stonehearst Asylum. 

(2014) A lunatic asylum descends 
into mayhem as the patients take 
control and try to establish their 
own society. Gothic horror, 
starring Kate Beckinsale. 

1.10 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are joined 
by celebrity guests for a comic review of 
the significant moments of the past 
seven days. (R) 2.05 Film: My Golden 
Days. (2015) Premiere. A French 
anthropologist reflects on his troubled 
adolescence, including a life-changing 
trip to Russia. Drama, starring Quentin 
Dolmaire and Mathieu Amalric. 4.10 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. The 
host helps three homeowners struggling 
to sell their property in West Sussex, 
including Indie, who needs to create a 
lounge from scratch in an old post office 
room. (R) 5.05 My Kitchen Rules. Helen 
and Liz are first to cook in the second 
week. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Kittens. (R) 6.40 Seaside Antics. 
(R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 
6.50 Simon. (R) 6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 

7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.15 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 7.30 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.45 
Rusty Rivets. (R) 8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 

8.15 Pirata & Capitano. 8.30 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.10 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Blind Date. (R) 

11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.20 
Film: The Dark Crystal. (1982) 1.20 
Access. 1.25 Film: The Dark Crystal. 
(1982) Concluded. 2.15 Film: Labyrinth. 
(1986) 3.15 Access. 3.20 Film: 
Labyrinth. (1986) Concluded. 4.15 Film: 
Nanny McPhee. (2005) 5.15 Access. 

5.20 Film: Nanny McPhee. (2005) 
Concluded. 

6.05 Wonderful World of Puppies: 

Hero Hounds. A litter of doberman 
pups learns the laws of puppy 
physics with an introduction to 
gravity, and also draw on their 
guard dog instincts when a 
photographer comes to take 
pictures. 

7.05 Chuckle Time with the Chuckle 
Brothers. The comedy duo 
introduce this new clip-show. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Funniest Ever Celebrity 
Moments. New series. 
Countdowns of memorable TV 
moments featuring famous faces. 
Ore Oduba presents the first 
selection, which focuses on 
celebrities making a big 
impression on talent shows. 

9.00 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) Two 
youthful-looking cops are sent 
undercover as high-school 
students to bring down a drugs 
ring. Comedy inspired by the 
1980s TV series, starring Jonah 
Hill and Channing Tatum. 

10.005 News Update. 

10.05 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) 
Concluded. 

11.10Film: The Green Hornet. (2011) 
Comic-book adventure, starring 
Seth Rogen. 

12.10 Access. 12.15 Film: The Green 
Hornet. (2011) Concluded. 1.25 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 5.10 
Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2018 8.45 Wild 
Scotland 9.00 Archaeology: A Secret 
History 10.00 Rich Hall’s Presidential 
G rudge Match 11.30 Six Wives with Lucy 
Worsley 12.30 Henry Vlll’s Enforcer: The 
Rise and Fall of Thomas Cromwell 1.30 
Forest, Field & Sky: Art Out of Nature 

2.30 Archaeology: A Secret History 3.25 
Close 
ITV2 

12.05 Take Me Out 1.35 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.35 Film: Looney Tunes: 
Back in Action (2003) 3.35 FYI Daily 3.40 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 4.25 Film: Hotel Transylvania 2 
(2015) 5.25 FYI Daily 5.30 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania 2 (2015) 6.10 Hotel 
Transylvania: Puppy! 6.15 Film: Star 
Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace 
(1999) 7.20 FYI Daily 7.25 Film: Star 
Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace 
(1999) 9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love 
Island: Aftersun 11.05 Family Guy 12.05 
American Dad! 1.00 You vs Chris & Kern 
2.05 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

9.00 The Halcyon 11.00 Wire in the 
Blood 1.00 Blue Murder 2.15 Liverpool 1 

3.10 Road to Avonlea 4.45 Murder, She 
Wrote 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.00 Tour de France Live. 5.15 Football 
Rivalries 5.30 Storage Wars: Texas 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: The Chronicles of 
Riddick (2004) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: The Chronicles of Riddick (2004) 

11.20 Rugby World Cup Sevens 
Highlights 12.20 Film: Red Heat (1988) 

1.20 FYI Daily 1.25 Film: Red Heat 
(1988) 2.25 The Protectors 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.25 The Crystal Maze 12.30 Rude(ish) 
Tube 12.55 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.55 
Young Sheldon 2.25 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.50 Film: Rango (2011) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Gogglebox 11.05 Gogglebox Australia 

12.10 The Big Bang Theory 1.05 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 2.05 Gogglebox 
Australia 2.55 Rude Tube 3.25 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 1 .00 Carry On Cleo 
(1964) 2.50 One Fine Day (1996) 5.00 
Ice Age (2002) 6.45 The Imitation Game 
(2014)9.00 Legend (2015)11.35 
Captive (2015) 1 .40 To Kill a King (2003) 
3.50 Close 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 

m=-:* 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


TIbM 


HERITAGE BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS LTD 


4.8 mtr DECKING BOARD 32mm £8.40 

TIMBER 4x2 £2.15 mtr • 3x2 £1.75 mtr 

TANALISED SHIP LAP / LOG LAP IN STOCK OSB/PLYWOOD IN STOCK + 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS £16.50 

Bulk bag building sand • Bulk bag sharp sand Bulk bag ballast • Bulk bag Hardcore 
ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 8x3 Plasterboard £6.09 
Bulk Bags of TOP SOIL £30 


25KG BAG 
CEMENT 



25KG BAGS 
OF SAND 


20ML GRAVEL 
BULK BAG 
£38.00 

FREE PARKING NEXT DOOR 


GOLDEN GRAVEL, mid II CL 
COTSWOLD C ve oon 

AND SLATE OAD tZU 

IN STOCK 


www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 19, 2018 
































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 19, 2018 



FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Past Malice: An Emma Fielding Mystery, 
Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. The archaeologist is hired to consult on the 
acquisition of a castle-like estate that local legend 
states is cursed. Mystery, starring Courtney Thorne- 
Smith. (2018) 

TUESDAY 

A Wife’s Nightmare, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman who has just recovered from a mental 
breakdown returns home to pick up the pieces of her 
life - but her plans are thrown into disarray when a 
teenage girl claiming to be her husband’s long-lost 
daughter arrives on her doorstep. Drama based on a 
true story, starring Jennifer Beals. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Heart of Murder, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The lucky recipient of a recent heart transplant sets 
out to find the identity of her donor and discovers that 
it was her estranged cousin, who may have been the 
victim of murder. Thriller, starring Makenzie Vega, 
Johannah Newmarch and Ben Sullivan. (2016) 

Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark, Channel 4,1.25am 

A girl moves into a gothic mansion with her father and 
his new girlfriend, and hears strange noises coming 
from the basement. Her curiosity leads her to 
unwittingly unleash a swarm of voracious tiny 
monsters, but her attempts to warn her family of the 
terrible danger they are in fall on deaf ears. Horror, 
with Bailee Madison. (2010) 



THURSDAY 

Garage Sale Mystery, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A garage sale enthusiast puts her eye for a bargain to 
the task of catching the crooks behind a series of 
burglaries. Crime drama, with Lori Loughlin. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Disturbia, BBC1,11.40pm 

A teenager under house arrest passes the time 
spying on his neighbours, and begins to suspect one 
is a serial killer. Thriller, starring Shia LaBeouf. (2007) 


The ladies are back to crack 
the code of a new series 


A s New Order sang in their 
1990 World Cup anthem 
World in Motion, “When 
something’s good it’s never gone.” 

That certainly seems to be the 
case with The Bletchley Circle. 

ITV launched the first series in 
2012 with a cast led by Anna 
Maxwell Martin, Rachael Stirling, 
Sophie Rundle and Julie Graham. 
They played women who met 
during the Second World War when 
they worked as codebreakers at 
Bletchley Park, deciphering 
messages from the Nazis. 

Seven years after the end of the 
conflict, they were all bored with 
their ordinary, domestic lives and 
looking for a challenge - which 
came in the form of several 
suspicious deaths that one of the 
gang believes are linked and are the 
work of a serial killer. 

Maxwell Martin quit before series 
two, which involved the remaining 
members trying to clear the name of 
another former comrade as she 
awaits trial for the murder of an old 
flame. 


That run ended in 2014 and ITV 
decided not to recommission the 
period drama for a third run, despite 
the fact that it helped boost the 
presence of women on screen by 
having four female leads. 

Four years on, the show is back - 
but not the same as it was before. It’s 
been snapped up by the US 
streaming service BritBox, who have 
produced a new version that sees two 
members of the original team - those 
played by Stirling and Graham - 
transported to San Francisco. 

“In 2018, BritBox will up the ante 
with our first commission, more co¬ 
productions and more popular 
programming and star power from 
all genres appealing to new 
subscribers along with our very 
loyal existing members,” said the 
company’s president Soumya 
Sriraman when the show was 
announced, before adding: “With 
this new continuation, we have the 
chance to build on its amazing 
legacy and give its loyal fans an 
exciting new chapter.” 

The Bletchley Circle isn’t the first 
show to receive a new lease of life 


thanks to an online firm - the same 
thing happened to Ripper Street 
when the BBC axed it, only for 
Amazon Prime to give it a new lease 
of life. 

When we meet up with Jean and 
Millie again it’s 1956. Jean uncovers 
evidence that suggests the killer 
who murdered a Bletchley girl 
during the war may be up to his old 
tricks in the city by the Bay. They set 
sail for America in the hope of 
teaming up with one of their US 
counterparts who was employed at 
the famous Presidio. 

Using a scrap of wartime code, they 
locate the woman in question, Iris, a 
musician and maths genius who, 
along with her engineering protege 
Hailey, agrees to lend a hand. 

Their investigation takes them 
deep into the heart of the Fillmore 
District and closer than ever before 
to a killer who doesn’t just take the 
lives of his victims, he mutilates 
them too. 

Iris struggles to cope with the 
pressure - can she hold it together 
to make sure justice is done? 



The Bletchley Circle: San Francisco, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1, 9pm 

Singer Boy George knows that his maternal 
grandmother was found wandering the streets of 
Dublin as a small child and put in a children’s home, 
and also heard that one of his great uncles was 
hanged in Dublin’s Mountjoy jail and is somehow 
connected to Kevin Barry, who was commemorated 
in an Irish rebel song. As George uncovers the grim 
details of what really happened to his grandmother 
and his great uncle, he also delights in a new sense 
of his family being truly part of Irish history. 

Who Is America? 

Channel 4,10pm 

Some viewers may have wonder if the reason why 
Sacha Baron Cohen apparently moved away from 
the satirical shows and films that made his name is 
because he simply got too famous. In theory, after 
you’ve starred in an Oscar-nominated, worldwide 
box-office hit like Borat, even politicians who don’t 
normally keep up with cult comedy should start to 
recognise you. However, it turns out that we’ve 
underestimated Baron Cohen’s mastery of disguise. 
He’s spent the past year undercover and has 
managed to secure meetings with figures across 
the US political spectrum - including Sarah Palin, 



who claimed in an angry Facebook post that she 
had been eduped’ into an interview. So, don’t be 
surprised to see some big names being skewered 
in the second episode of his new series. 

TUESDAY 
Love Your Garden 
ITV, 8pm 

Alan Titchmarsh and his team of experts return to 
transform the backyards of some of the nation’s 
most deserving people. Their destination this week 
is Fareham near Southampton where they surprise 
90-year-old Betty Hicks, a fearless life-long 
volunteer and fundraiser. Betty’s last epic adventure 
saw her abseil down Portsmouth Harbour’s 170 
metre-high Spinnaker Tower in 2016 to raise 
money for a condition known as macular 
degeneration - a gradual loss of sight 
prevalent in the elderly, of which she suffers. 

Despite her get-up-and-go attitude, Betty’s 
garden is a green-free concrete box, with 
many levels and trip hazards, so the team 
set about transforming it into a safe, and 
sensory haven. Inspired by Betty’s love 
of vivid colour, the team creates an 
elegant formal garden that’s 
brimming with the brightest of 
shades. 


WEDNESDAY 
Live Well For Longer 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Presenters Kate Quilton and Tamal Ray, along with 
roving reporter Morland Sanders, continue their 
trawl through various topics in a bid to make us all 
~ healthier and happier. Once upon a 
time, the word ‘stress’ was never 
mentioned; these days, it’s 
everywhere. The hosts 
reveal ways in which viewers can 
prove whether they’re suffering 
from it before turning their 
attention to relieving the 
condition, including - 
believe it or not - singing. 
This week’s big 
experiment looks at 
food that may be able 
to bring down blood 
pressure and sees 
Professor Adrian 
Brady from the 
University of 
Glasgow put 
porridge oats, 
beetroot and coconut 
water to the test. 


THURSDAY 
Eat, Shop, Save 
ITV, 7.30pm 

As budgets get tighter and obesity levels rise, it’s 
clear that the task of teaching Brits how to shop for 
healthy food without breaking the bank is just too 
big for Gregg Wallace and Chris Bavin to tackle 
alone. So, in addition to BBCI’s Eat Well for Less?, 
we’re also getting a new series of this not- 
altogether-dissimilar show, which challenges 
families to eat better, get fitter and save money. 

Over the course of the current run, presenter Ranvir 
Singh and her team of experts - chef and 
nutritionist Dale Pinnock, savvy shopper Kate 
Hardcastle and fitness consultant Tom Pitfield - will 
meet a dad with an addiction to energy drinks and 
a single mum who is worried that her own bad 
habits will affect her children. But first up are the 
Bassett family from Country Durham, who need to 
find a cheaper, healthier alternative to takeaways. 

FRIDAY 

The Crystal Maze 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Richard Ayoade guides a team calling themselves 
the London Girls through the four zones of the 
Maze, tackling a range of skill, mystery, physical 
and mental challenges. 




GET A CASK OF BEER TO SERVE AT HOME 


EBREW 


WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
ASK FOR A LEAFLET 


k 


Having a Pa 



ONE STOP 

brewing 



23 HIGH STREET 

CRADLEY HEATH 

B64 5HG (OPPOSITE TESCO) If 

i' * wj mu t r i > in i y Wmi 

01384 620238 www.brewmonkey.co.uk 
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|Tg£rb£902 842706 / 077 59 .536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 

Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


0 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


gr; 

6ft x 5ft overlap he 


^THE SHED SHOP^ 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 

erlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542 / 
07920 885 774 
www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 














































BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - 
both fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Broken-hearted 
because the record 
is played at such 
an advanced 
hour (12) 

7. A tedious pest? (5) 

8. Sailor may employ 
vituperation (5) 

9. I shall shortly 
become unwell (3) 

10. Tavern learner hires 
out to man in book 
trade (9) 

11. Spiritual situation of 
patients? (6) 

12. Why the rebellion 
cannot be put 
down? (6) 

15. Tea’s ready for this 
special occasion 
(6,3) 

17. Tuneful travelling 
medium? (3) 

18. In the morning 
everybody returned 
to see the 

animal (5) 

19. Smallest egghead 
gets in final (5) 

21. Craftsman who 
makes furniture 
from rock (5-7) 


Down 

1. Without even a 
ghost of a 
hope? (12) 

2. A row results when 
it is put in (3) 

3. His writing was not 
noted for 
originality (6) 

4. It’s a risk to have 
more than fifty with 
skill (9) 

5. Contact to get 
money (5) 

6. Great error if freezer 
is involved (12) 

7. Feel depressed 
underneath (5) 

10. Post Office clear- 
out in broken china- 
ware (9) 

13. This paint is not 
suitable (5) 

14. A theologian went 
first? That’s 
rotten! (6) 

16. Does it hurt to be 
intelligent? (5) 

20. Top performer is 
one in suit (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Misunderstanding (7,5) 

1. Map-maker (12) 

7. Put off (5) 

2. Place (3) 

8. Don (3,2) 

3. Audacious (6) 

9. Undivided (3) 

4. Hasty (9) 

10. Force (9) 

5. Additional (5) 

11. Summary (6) 

6. Incontrovertible (12) 

12. Ripe (6) 

7. Clothe (5) 

15. Applicable (9) 

10. Selected group (9) 

17. Hostilities (3) 

13. Let down (5) 

18. Be (5) 

14. Snub (6) 

19. Express (5) 

16. Rule (5) 

21. Meddling (12) 

20. Sailor (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Flighty; 8 Boxing; 

9 Overact; 10 Spells; 11 Listen; 12 Aspirate; 

18 Postpone; 20 Dynamo; 21 Slight; 22 Solicit; 

23 Bear on; 24 Adhered. Down: 1 Abysmal; 

2 Excerpt; 3 Antler; 5 Loveless; 6 Garish; 

7 Ticked; 13 Apposite; 14 Forgery; 15 Letting; 

16 Byword; 17 Saline; 19 Tiller. 

QUICK - Across: 4 Respite; 8 Edible; 9 Skilled; 

10 Repeal; 11 Nettle; 12 Intrepid; 18 Overturn; 
20 Decent; 21 Handle; 22 Capital; 23 Glance; 

24 Beneath. Down: 1 Refrain; 2 Dispute; 

3 Please; 5 Enkindle; 6 Polite; 7 Treble; 

13 Protract; 14 Pudding; 15 Integer; 16 Decade; 

17 Device; 19 Really. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. 

2 . 


Who was the Greek sun god? 

Of what is Moscow’s Tsar Kolokol the 
world’s largest example? 

Which casino game was adapted from the 
game hazard? 

How many valves does a bugle have? 
Which Jewish festival commemorates the 
exodus from Egypt? 

What is the largest living lizard? 


With which country did Germany sign the 
Anti-Comintern Pact in 1936? 

In Greek mythology, who was overthrown 
by his son Zeus? 

What was Susan Mayoss-Hurd the first 
female priest to do? 

Which Italian word for «little book’ is used 
to denote an opera text? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Billy Bunter; 2 Cancer; 3 Nautical mile; 
4 The Pope; 5 Malcolm Fraser; 6 Netherlands; 
7 Yehudi Menuhin; 8 Henry James; 9 Kenneth 
Branagh; 10 Kent. 

Niner: FRACTIOUS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

45654321 gives a mythical being, 

9671178 gives a second mythical being, 

95875 gives a third mythical being. 
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

City Varieties Music Hall 

Departing Sunday 23 Sep 

Take your seats for an exclusive trip back to The 
Good Old Days of the music halls at the home of the 
BBC’s variety show, the City Varieties Music Hall in 
Leeds. The performance features an eclectic mix of 
established artistes alongside emerging variety acts. 

Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel from Halesowen & Dudley 

✓ Overnight stay at a selected hotel in Yorkshire 
with dinner & breakfast 

✓ Ticket to The Good Old Days at the City Varieties 
Music Hall (Upper Circle, Side Circle or Side 
Stalls) 

✓ Free time in Leeds & Harrogate 
Ticket upgrades available 


PICKERING 

1940s Wartime Weekend 

Departing Saturday 13 Oct 

Every October, the Yorkshire town of Pickering goes 
back in time. During this popular wartime weekend, 
you’ll find parades of 1940s military and civilian 
vehicles, musical performances and marching bands 
plus British soldiers and American G.l. characters 
too! 

Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel from Halesowen, Dudley & 
Stourbridge 

✓ 1 night at a selected hotel with dinner & breakfast 

✓ Full day in Pickering during the Wartime 
Weekend 


2 Days by Coach now <rwtj £110 2 Days by Coach <JMbj £03 


For more information 01 
to book, please call: 


r° 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

justgoholidays.com/RT 033 numbers are free within in 


nil 




033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Could your child 
be a winner? 


Co to one of our free photo sessions 
where our photographer will take 
a picture of your youngster to be 
featured in Ihe Express & Star. 

Readers will then be asked to vote for their 
favourite in four age categories ranging from 
0 months to 5 years. The winning babies and 
toddler in each category will receive £500. What's 
more, the overall winner with the most votes out 
of all four category winners will win a further 
£250 and take the coveted title Baby & Toddler of 
the Year! 


Wcl 


[&t> ddl rJ 


INTU MERRY HILL, BRIERLEY HILL 

Lower mall (near Debenhams) 

Mon to Sat, July 23-28, 9.30am to 4.30pm 
and Sun, July 29 from 10.30am to 4.00pm* 

MANDER CENTRE, WOLVERHAMPTON 
Lower mall (outside former BHS store) 

Mon to Sat, July 30 - Aug 4, 9.30am to 4.30pm 

* Last photos 4.15pm Monday to Saturday and 3.45pm on Sunday 
at intu Merry Hill. 


intu^^ 

Merry Hill 


MANDER 

CCMTtK 


baby.expressandstar.com 

Terms and conditions apply - see website for details 


Express & Star 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



Crown Gardens, CRADLEY HEATH£1,000 pcm+Fees 
Immaculately presented modern 4 bedroom detached, 
conveniently located close to Haden Hill Leisure centre, Public 
transport links including Cradley Heath train station, comprising 
fully fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, downstair wc, 4 bedrooms 
master en suite, family bathroom, garage and driveway, front 
and rear aa^er^a^entmnieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PC^ 


Belbroughton Road, HALES0WENE895 pcm+Fees 

A newly decorated & superbly proportioned semi detached family home on the 
very popular development The Huntlands, being convenient for all local amenities. 
The property comprises front reception room with doors leading to large lounge 
with patio doors, fitted kitchen with appliances, 3 double bedrooms and bathroom 
with separate shower cubicle. The property benefits from a garage, gas central 
heating. doujle^lazirj^olaijanelsjrj^ovel^nvataea|^aider^PC^ 


Wesley Avenue, HALESOWENE750 pcm+Fees 

We are pleased to offer this traditional 3 bedroom terraced property located 
in a cul de sac position & close to local amenities. The property benefits 
from double glazing and gas central heating. Entrance porch, hallway, 
2 good sized reception rooms, kitchen with oven/hob, conservatory, 
downstairs w.c, 3 bedrooms and family bathroom with separate shower. 
There is oftjga^aitdn^oj^arsJron^jeai^arten^PC^^ 



Surfeit Hill Road, CRADLEY HEATH£700 pcm+Fees 
A semi-detached home, briefly comprising of: Large Lounge, 
modern fitted kitchen, shower room, 3 bedrooms, double 
glazing, gas central heating, driveway & garage parking, rear 


Perivale Way, ST0URBRIDGEE625 pcm+FeesI 

A fantastic 2 bedroom semi-detached house conveniently 
located to Merry Hill, Stourbridge & train station. This newly 
decorated home has entrance hallway, front lounge, kitchen/diner 
with integrated fridge/freezer and washing machine, rear garden, 
upstairs are 2 double bedrooms, family bathroom with shower, 
gas cent raUieatin^n^oubl^lazin^oU^^Tiissed^PC^ 


Cakemore Road, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 
•• 1ST MONTH RENT HALF PRICE •• A well presented 2 bedroom family 
home in this very popular location close to Rowley Regis train station & 
easy access to the M5. The accommodation comprises of 2 reception rooms 
both with fireplaces, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, 2 double bedrooms. The property further benefits from central heating, 
double ala zirjgjai^er^ehin^h^ajldn^^^fn^a^ajddnc^^gaj^PC^^ 



Coppice Road, CRADLEY HEATHE585 pcm+Fees 
Recently refurbished to a good standard. Ideally located on 
the Timbertree Estate for the local primary school. This 2 
double bedroom house features 1 reception room, modern 
kitchen/diner, house bathroom with shower, covered storage 
areatoJ^^ay^ayai^en^rm^a^addn^PC^^^^ 



Bloomfield Street West, HALES0WENE575 pcm+Fees 
This lovely unfurnished mews terrace property is located 
close to Halesowen, local buses and for Earls and Windsor 
High School. Featuring 2 double bedrooms, lounge, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, downstairs wc, gas central 
heating, double glazing, parking space to rear, rear garden. 
EPC: C 



Beaumont Road, HALES0WEN/BLACKHEATHE575 pcm+Fees 
• • UNDERGOING SOME REDECORATION AND NEW CARPETS 
THROUGHOUT •• This terraced property is conveniently located close 
to Blackheath Town Centre and Rowley Regis train station. The house 
features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, lean to, downstairs bathroom 
with shower over bath, 2 double bedrooms and rear garden. This propertyl 
also benefits from double glazing and gas central heating. EPC: D 





Clement Road, HALESOWEN/CRADLEY HEATH£550 pcm+Fees 
Conveniently situated close to Blackheath Town Centre & Rowley 
Regis train station this 2 bedroom terraced house comprises of: 
2 reception rooms, additional dining/utility room, fitted kitchen 
with gas oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with separate w.c. 
upstairs are 2 double bedrooms, gas central heating with new 
boiler. reai^ai^ernAdtt^^ati^rea^rm^a^arkin^PC^ 


Hammersley Close, HALESOWENE550 pcm+Fees 
• • UNDERGOING A RE-DECORATION •• Located in the very 
quiet cul-de-sac, close to local buses to Halesowen,Cradley 
Heath and Merry Hill, also close to Cradley Heath Train Station, 
is this unfurnished mid terrace house, comprising of: gas central 
heating, fitted kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower ofUh^agsjgai^ai^er^rivewa^aildn^PC^^^ 


Bloomfield Street West, HALES0WEN£545 pcm+Fees 
A traditional style terraced properly in this most convenient 
location close to Halesowen Town Centre, local shopping, 
schools and public transport facilities. This property offers a 
lounge, dining kitchen, cellar, 2 bedrooms and bathroom to 
the 1st floor. Also benefiting from gas central heating, double 
glazing and^rivatereai^arder^EPC^^^^^^^^^^^ 




Tudor Vale, SEDGLEY £530 pcm+Fees 

Located in this ever popular cul-de-sac is this end mews house 
which will benefit from a new internal re-decoration before the 
commencement of a new tenancy and new carpets, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted dining kitchen 
(NO COOKER), downstairs WC, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower. pavechTjanjarden^Iri^ 


Whitehall Court, HALES0WENE525 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre is this well 
presented 1 st floor flat with private entrance, hallway, kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bathroom with newly fitted 
shower, 2 good size bedrooms, communal garden & secure 
gated parkinc^(^aR)^)rogert^PC^^^^^^^ M 


Wordsley Court, W0RDSLEYE525 pcm+Fees 

• • 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• 1st floor fully 
refurbished large apartment within walking distance of 
Wordsley Green & King George V park. Featuring lovely 
lounge, 2 generous size double bedrooms, fitted kitchen (no 
appliances), shower room, secure parking to rear of properly. 
EPC: C 





Ferguson Drive, TIPTON £500 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern 2nd floor apartment featuring 2 bedrooms, 
spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, loft 
space, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommendec^e|30si^85(^PC^ 


Southgate Way, DUDLEY £499 pcm+Fees 

• • 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• A stunning and 
spacious well presented unfurnished 1st floor apartment 
featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage heating, double glazing, 
open plan living room with fitted kitchen (includes a sofa, 
wardrobes and appliances, house bathroom with shower, 
allocat&j^Darkin(^gac^/iewin(^iic|l^ 


Hingley Court, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE495 pcm+Fees 
In the centre of Old Hill. This lovely 1st floor apartment 
features an open plan lounge/kitchen with a washer/dryer and 
fridge freezer, 2 large double bedrooms, modern bathroom 
with shower, 1 allocated parking space behind electric gates. 
Not to be missed. EPC: TBC 



Clifton Street, STOURBRIDGEE450 pcm+Fees 

A stunning apartment set in the Old Quarter of Stourbridge. 
Ideal for the town centre and transport links. The apartment 
is on the ground floor and features a great size lounge, new 
kitchen, new bathroom, 1 double bedroom, on road parking. 
EPC: D 


Warwick Close, OLDBURY £450 pcm+Fees 

bedroom ground floor flat being double glazed and all 
electric heating. The accommodation features lounge, fully 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
front 


Belgrave Road, HALESOWNE/BLACKHEATHE425 pcm+Fees 
A large ground floor modern apartment within easy reach 
of local shops, bus links and Rowley Regis train station. 
Featuring a large lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 1 
double bedroom, newly fitted bathroom suite with shower. 
Gas central heating, small rear garden with private entrance. 
EPC: TBC 



PMetro alarms and°$ 

! SECURITY v ! 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Rrom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.u] 
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Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985 548466 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 
Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEH 
H AI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 


Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


KLH 

DECORATIVE I 

SERVICES 



Qualified 

Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 

Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

jc Painters & 
Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


halesowendecorators@gii 



KS 
ERVICES 


All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


uouoie Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


iBhxih (Jlmmttuj (SUtHimx 


Contact IIS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of - t 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lio YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

C R A 

-ctAO^t.'£ co-dst eoSist/i. 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com Wk. 

»™<;wcOUNl [FtNSAj 


Aft 


iMitrg Mini 

Repairs or Replacement Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories, Misted Units, 
UPVC Locksmith 

Great Prices, Free Quotes 
Call Mark: 07885 917277 
www.lutleywindows.co.uk 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Ghecfca dct 

H Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 
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Driveways 


^ . 

HGD 

HURST GREEN 

DRIVEWAYS 

* 

Block Paving Walls 

1 y Tarmac S Steps 

I / Concrete J Pressure Washing 

“ Patios / Fencing 

1 t/ Gravel Landscaping 

COVERING ALL AREAS 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


Call Terry on 

0121 602 2761 Mobile: 07940 260125 

1 7 Merrivale Rd • Halesowen • B62 9RN 


Electricians 

L_ 

REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high qualify ■ 
local mice call: 4*“ 

01213690311 Jrr 

n7Q2Q mm * 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 

V\NT\ 

ELECTRIC 

Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Fencing 


\ ACE PAVING UP ? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Power Washing 
• 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
htji Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

HUSH Halesowen B63 2QB (AAkl* 


LBTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 


Rius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUO' 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

wwwJbtfencing-co-uk 


Driveway/Patio 

Cleaning 


Gardening 


SURFACE CLEANING SPECIALIST 


AN hard surfaces cleaned including 

• Tarmac • Block Paving 

• Brick/Stone work • upv^^^^E 

• Slabs/Decking/Fencing | 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Contact Edward @ Clean Giant 
pressurecleangiant@gmail.com 
Tel: 07849 549104 * 


ANY LIKE FOR 
LIKE QUOTE 
BEATEN BY 


10 % 


Electricians 



Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs lj 
J shower replacements and more 

Jl Free quotations available 

Over 20 years’ experience Summer 

Contact now: Deals now 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 on - call 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk for more 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk information 




*1(1 


ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, frjft] r^i 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ 

All staff C.R.B. Certified fea BBS 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 



Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years Experience 


01384 278471 


www.cwelectricalkingswinford.c 


1 Garden tidy up's 

1 Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 
1 No job too big or small 
1 Special rates for OAP's 
1 Gutters Cleaned 

1 Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosotec 
Patios and Drives Jetwashed 
Lawns cut fortnightly or one offs’ 

Over grown gardens cleared 



Please call: 07979 980951 


mmsmssmms. 


BSudJlMMhsd] 25 ASSETS 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Gardening 




GARDENS 


FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 


I 


OUR PRODUCTS 

FENCING SHED BASES FRESH CLEANING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING SLABBING 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 


R & $ Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 
I Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 


fencing work 

Telephone; 07851 323303 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Loft Ladders 


The LoPt Ladder man 


Loft Ladders 
fitted from 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting j^g our 

CaM Luke on brand new* 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 


i u kej s248@g ma i I .com theloftladderman 



MOT 



with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 


0 


MOT 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance c 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 


We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

fan a quote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


^^07538718264 


in mm 


Ig maiiB gi 


! 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


KEN PERRY 


Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Mural Stone 

Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 

All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121422 4116/07961604632 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 
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Garage Doors 


GARAGE DOOR PROBLEM? 

REPAIR OR NEW INSTALLATION - WE CAN FIX IT! 

WE BASE OUR WORK ON QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY 


i«l _ 

VISION 

• AtAfl IQHI 

• Side hinged doors from £975 
• Security personnel doors from £375 
• Up and over garage doors from £499 
• Electric insulated roller doors from £980 


III 


CALL US 


FDR FREE 
QUDTE TD DAY 


01384 622 433 
07875 530 474 

] lee@visiongaragedoors.com 


Follow us online! 

u 


@visiongaragedoors 



Skip Hire 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 



07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 



ALL RUBBISH 


I :i wutiVj ^ U 


WE LOAD FOR YOU 


GARDEN, HOUSE, 
FACTORY, SHOP AND 
LAND CLEARANCES 

From single items 
to large loads 

CHEAPER 
THAN A SKIP 

Immediate onsite quotation 

Telephone 7 days a week 
8.00am-9.00pm 


Tel: 01384 469681 

Always a friendly service 
Business Waste Licence 
CB/TP3394LH 


C-G Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Power Cleaning, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & Driver available 

01384 596721 
07483 889139 


Roofing 


ALL 


Roofing 




ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


DJb 

Roofing 


Experts in all 
aspects of roofing 

Slating, Tiling, Felt Roofing, 
Single Ply Roofing, 
Chimney Repairs, Lead Work, 
Fascia Boards & Guttering 

Fully Insured, NVQ Trained 

0/299 250785 
07810 284112 
07584 991127 


ROOFING SERVICES 




• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELIiTE^RLAStTcS 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



1 JP PROPERTY 
| MAINTENANCE 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING 
UNDERTAKEN 

Flat Roofing 
Fibreglass Roofing 
Painting • Slate Roofing 
Flashing • Fascias 
Soffits • Guttering 
Re-Pointing • Re-Roofing 

Tel: 01384 465850 
Mob: 07502 898 112 

Email: 

jppropertymaintenance@yahoo.com 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jar 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


Plumbing 



OUSEHOLD- 

_ U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/CLa All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

l Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 

\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


Tree Surgeon 


TREE 

SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE 
MAINTENANCE & TREE 
FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 553 1075 


4 


TERRAyTlRMA 

info@lerrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 






























































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Caravans/Motorhomes 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 






m 


Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


SHOP RIDER MOBILITY 
SCOOTER Lights and basket, very 
good condition, hardly used. £250. 
01902 897269. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




2 



Leisure 

Time 


WANTED 

CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Ford’s, Mini’s etc. 

Also petrol memorabilia 
wanted. 

Duckhams, Esso, Shell, Murco, 
Texaco related items and 
enamel signs. 

Best prices paid. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 

WANTED 

tensa 

FLAT SCREEN SATELITE 
TRAVELLER KIT 

Porta potti 335, as new, mains 
lead, Aqua Roll, table, 12ft 
awning, extendable mirrors 
and much more. 

01902 755271. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* * 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
t Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 

No objection to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 


STATIC CARAVAN 35 x 12 

With large decking, on quiet 
site in Mid Wales. 

Two fishing pools. 

Dog Friendly. No age limit. 
Site fees for 2018 included. 
£7,850. 

07555 303350. 


Caravan Holiday home 
for sale 


2010 swift Moselle £24,495 

2 beds, bright open plan, well looked after, family shower room 
plus separate en-suite 

Castle view 5^ Caravan Holiday Home Park - Ultimate Coastal retreat 
Minutes from glorious sandy beaches & world famous golf Course 
and Historic Harlech Castle. 


Call Sue or Richard 01766 780328 



BAILEY UNICORN SEVILLE 
2011 


One owner from new. 
Complete with Alko wheel lock. 
Trailer control and motor 
mover. 

Also with special edition 
Isabella full awning. 
Ventura porch awning and 
many extras. 

Genuine reason for sale. 
£9,250. 

01902 762074. 

BULL DOG anti snaking stabiliser, 
suitable for caravans and trail¬ 
ers, perfect condition, £30. 01384 
440919. 


BARGAIN 


VW TRANSPORTER T25 
CAMPER VAN 

1989. 

Good condition. 

Many extras, 
ill health forces sale. 

£5,500 or very near offer. 
01902 497824. 
Genuine callers only. 



FreeAdi 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 


www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



READERS ARE REMINDED 


to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 




BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 


Sunday, 22nd July 

Next Sale: August 12th. 


KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 

10.30am - 4pm 


Tel: 01384 894464 



Massage 


Mobile deepTissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 



Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964 


3 

Home & 
Services 



DYSON V8 CORDLESS Vacuum, 
still under warranty, serviced by 
Dyson, new filters & battery & spare 
battery £250. 01902 372225. 

FREEZER & DISHWASER Medium 
sized, good condition, £150ono. 

07459 318294. 



C B SHEDS 

& FENCING 

UVe supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 019SS 7S0S70 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Horn bv/Bach mann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrai n master67 @ 
hotmail.com 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 48k or 128k+2 com¬ 
puters wanted also any old Crash or 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 

WANTED NINTENDO SEGA 

Old games and consoles, 
Nintendo, Sega, Atari, 
Commodore, Old Toys Star 
Wars, Transformers, He-man 
etc. Graphic Novels Comics, 
Football shirts. Lego. 

Cash paid. 07866 691968. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 


that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Aerials 


A AERIAL & SKY 
SPECIALIST 


Digital Aerials Fitted 
Sky & CCTV Cameras 


Free Quotes. 7 days 
07850 330251 

rrrrFijTPfi SEHHS 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 

Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Fencing 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


flB PORTWfly 
<9? FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £79S 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^ ,1J1T J 

Sat 8am -12noon ■‘tVrrrfTTi® 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


\ 

Gardening Services 

V_ 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

V_ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

\ 

Plastering 

v_ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Removals 

V_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

N 

Roofing 

V 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 

v_ 

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts and 
TV set ups. 07850 330251. 

TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Pets & 
Animals 


a—a 

ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


VACANCIES FOR GUNS IN 
DIY SHOOT SYNDICATE 

Shropshire area, must have 
working Gun Dogs. 

Evenings call Colin 


01384 256549. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

5 Month old Chihuahua, 5 year old 
Chihuahua, 7 year old Golden Lab¬ 
rador boy and various border collies 
of all ages 

01588 676106 


PEGGY 

Nine year old Labrador cross 
Boxer. 

Desperate for the right home 
for this lovely good natured girl who 
loves people. 

She needs to be an only dog, she is 
well behaved. 

Could you be the special 
person that gives this lovely girl a 
home for life. 

For more information call 
07977 390144. 07738 643712. 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



Leasehold / Freehold 

• Newsagents / Printing Business 
with potential to increase 
Convenience sales 

• Highly profitable operation in 
West Midlands 

• Priced to sell at £75,000 for the 
business, plus S.A.V 

• All offers will be considered 

Contact 07811 113027. 


UNIT TO RENT 
BILSTON AREA 


Ideal for motor trade/own 
business, 4 post ramp/3 phase 
electric inc, approx lOOOsqft, 
office/WC. £650pcm. Flexible 
lease terms. 07970 464854. 

01384 401598. 




Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

FIRST FLOOR flat to let, near Wall 
Heath Village centre, DG, economy 
7 heating. 01384 274809. 


SMART ROOMS TO 
RENT, NETHERT0N 

Single En Suite Room £85 p.w. 
Double Room £95 p.w 
Prices inclusive of Bills 
No DSS. 2 weeks deposit. 

07940 116130 

THREE BED HOUSE to let in Park- 
fields area, 

01902 826666 / 07791 033895. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 



FreeAds 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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28 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Properties Wanted 


Yes/oatib 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Loc.a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instoint o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 

A or text "Cash" to66777 

’ 1 ,lir yeshomebuyers.c.om 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Jobs 


JbwABK 

s e c u r ity 

SERVICES 

UVe provide Training in: 

• First Aid / Health & Safety • Safe Moving & Handling • Security (SIA) 

Call 01299 879 015 

Email enquiries@abktraining.co.uk | 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 September & 3-4 December Accredited < 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 17-18 November 

Learn how to take blood , 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

• TWO DAY COURSE - Nationally Recognised 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

issn. www.geopace.com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


Inshore 


WE ARE NOW 
RECRUITING! 


SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph 

FULL TINE & PART TINE 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

Apply today: 

www.inshoresupportltd.co.uk 

or call the office on 01384 421460 

for an application pack 


Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



BMW 1 SERIES 

2008, 65,500 miles 
Metallic blue with blue / grey 
interior, excellent condition. 
MoT Jan 2019. 

FSH, manual gearbox, 


£4,300 ono 
07866 414600. 



FIAT 500 POP 

2010. (59 plate). 

64,315 miles, light blue. 
One lady owner from new. 
Just serviced. Great little car. 

Good condition. 

Need 5 door car hence sale. 
£2,950. 

Tony or June on 01902 
791089. 



FORD FIESTA 
1.2 STYLE 

57 plate, 3-dr, 
lady owner, 22,000 miles, 
EW, CL, PAS, AA inspection 
welcome, full MoT, 

£2,475 ono. 

07495 752322. 


MAZDA MX5 

1996, 46500 miles, Merlot, full 
service history, alarm, MOT, 
alloys, stereo, CD player, 
leather interior 

£2,500 ono 
07930 192991. 


PRESTIGE 


MERCEDES CLS 320 CDi 

56 reg. 

Silver with black leather. 

Usual refinements. 

Two owners from new. 
135k. FSH. 
Excellent condition. 
£4,995. 

07411 414284. 



TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 VVT-i TR 

2012, 5dr, one owner, fsh, 46k, 
air con, multimedia system, 
sat nav, reverse cam. 

£6,150 o.n.o. 

07813 675526 



MERCEDES E320 CDI 
AVANTGARDE 

2003, 98k miles, Met Grey, abs, 
EW, EM, air con, long service 
history, auto, CL, CC, power 
steering, diesel, sunroof, alloys, 
CD player, leather interior. 
£2,990. 


01384 401209 



MERCEDES E CLASS 220 

61 plate. 

MoT. Clean. Low mileage. 
Diesel. Silver. Auto. 
Leather seats. 

All electrical. Serviced. 

£9,500 ono. 

07944 645430. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL CORSA ACTIVE 

3dr, 2012, 35,000 miles, 

grasshopper green, MOT 
September, very clean. 
£2,750 

07814 447682. 




FORD FUSION 

10 months MoT. 
63,000 miles verified. 

£900. 

0121 532 6428. 



FORD STREET KA 
CONVERTIBLE 

Petrol, 1.6, 04 plate, bright red, 
48,000 genuine miles, service 
history, full MoT, very good 
condition. 

£795 o.n.o. 

07932 468704. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 207 

58 plate, in gold, 3 door, in 
good condition, 47,000 miles, 
10 months MoT. 

£1,450 ono. 

07967 220306. 



VW POLO 1.2 E 

3 door hatchback. 

2004. Red. Petrol. Manual. 
MoT May 19. 

119,000 miles. 

Good condition. 

Great first car. 

£895 ono. 

07871 521216/01562 911634. 



RENAULT VENTURE MPV 

2006, 98000 miles, abs, diesel, 
alloys, electric windows, air 
conditioning, MOT, metallic 
paint, stereo,, central locking, 
power steering, CD player 
excellent condition 

£1,495 

07515507902 


SKODA FABIA 

1.4 Estate, 03 reg, long MoT, 
good condition, electrical 
problem. 

£250. 

May part ex for motorbike. 
07754 121452. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 
01902 317878 


=*0 


js* - 

Classified 


CLASSIC CAR 


MG MIDGET 

Round wheel arch and wire 
wheels, long MoT, new tyres, 
exhaust, alternator, brakes too 
many new parts to list. 

Generally good condition. 
Photos available. 

£4,950. 

07934 538282. 




EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 

2006. 

Very clean in and out. 
Excellent runner. Alloy wheels. 
MoT’d, Diesel. 

New windscreen and wipers. 
Serviced. 

£1,250 ono. 

01902 683110. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


mainline.* 

Salvage & Recovery^^ 

• SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 
1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902 871111 • 07772 240819 
07895 346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


□ 


Local 

Infoimation 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

btM* % 

Classified 


SC 11 YOUR UNWAtm 
ITEMS FOR 



No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 


Col us on01902 317878 


or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Private advertisers only 

No pels, livestock, property or personals **Ebay price checked 2/1/18 


Ads 




























































































Fabulous F-PACE ferries 
top 'girl' on a tourist trip 


By Sharon Walters _ 

It was quite a challenge - giving the chief executive of the 
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts a whistle 
stop tour of the Western Highlands based on Fort William. 

A woman extremely well world travelled. 

There would be five of us in total to transport around and 
fortunately I managed to arrange a test of the fabulous 
Jaguar F-PACE Sport with the 3.0 V6 engine to efficiently and 
comfortably get us around a few hundred miles of sight-seeing. 

It’s dynamic, stylish and did very well as a mini tour bus! It has 
a 650 litre boot, useful for our luggage and picnics, and easily 
seats three in the back. It really is a full-size, mid-size crossover. 

This F-Pace has 300bhp and AWD. Even laden with the five of 
us and luggage, it was quick off the mark when I needed it to be 
and thoroughly enjoyed (as I did) the winding magnificent roads 
of the western highlands. 

The eight-speed automatic transmission with Jaguar 
sequential shift was a pure joy - this fantastic gearbox is very 
responsive as needed and when we did hit slow traffic (rare in 
these parts) took the stress and strain of creeping along. 

For a ‘tall’ Jaguar the F-Pace steers, rides and handles just as 
you would expect a ‘normal’ Jaguar to. Even on those fantastic 
winding Scottish roads there was little roll, it grips well going into 
the corners and comes out ready to on in another straight line 
without seeming to blink. It’s slick and accurate and if you take 
the dampers out of standard mode and into dynamic - wowee! 
And much of that performance comes from back when this car 
was out being tested, with a lot of development work done on 
winding Welsh roads. 

The driving is good, as you would expect from a taller car, and 
it’s also good for those tourists sitting in the back seat. 

Trim quality and build quality are extremely good and 
specification is better than the opposition. On the Sport it 
includes LED tail lights, 2-zone climate control, all-surface 
progress, hill launch assist, tyre repair system, InControl Touch 
Navigation, Apps and Wi-Fi, autonomous emergency braking, 
lane departure warning, dynamic stability control and traffic 
sign recognition and intelligent speed limiter. Going back to 
InControl, what a well-thought out system - better than similar 
systems in some of the opposition. 

Official figures are 47.1 mpg on a combined cycle and I 
managed 44mpg and I was pleased with that bearing in mind 
the miles I travelled. 0-60mph comes in 5.8 seconds and Co2 
emissions are 159 g/km. If you want better economy the F-PACE 
can also be had with the Wolverhampton-built Ingenium, 2.0litre 
diesel or if you want even more pace and money is not problem,, 
there’s the supercharged 3.0litre V6 with 375bhp and 0-60mph 
in 5.1 seconds. 

Priced from £52,665 on-the-road. 



It’s dynamic, stylish and did very well as a mini tour bus 



There’s a capacious 650-litre boot The luxurious and spacious interior 


West Midland drivers not ready for electric car revolution 



A lack of charging points is the biggest worry among motorists 


Three in four drivers believe the country 
is acting too slowly in preparation for a 
surge in demand for electric cars. 

With the 2040 deadline for a ban on 
petrol and diesel models now being 
recommended to be brought forward by 10 
years, drivers dread what the future might 
look like with one in two Brits fearing they 
might not be able to complete even routine 
journeys. 

Research conducted by independent car 
buying site carwow revealed that a lack 
of charging points is the biggest worry 
among motorists (72 per cent). 

Despite pledges to increase the number 
of charging points around the UK to 70,000 
by 2020 (an increase of 87 per cent on 
current numbers) and London boroughs 
leading the way with 2,630 more points (a 
300 per cent increase) by 2019, drivers are 
still not convinced this is enough - or that it 
will become reality. 

Asked what their biggest fears are about 
a lack of charging points, drivers in West 
Midlands revealed that it is being unable to 
complete essential journeys (45 per cent), 
running out of power and being stranded 
(63 per cent) and facing long queues at 
charging points (41 per cent). 

This uncertainty is putting drivers off 
switching away from petrol or diesel 
models, 31 per cent of those surveyed 
admitted. 


The other factors stopping greater 
adoption of electric vehicles are the 
expense of charging a car (46 per cent) 
and the cost of the cars themselves (61 
per cent). 

Despite this, however, the necessity to 
change remains a factor and 16 per cent of 
motorists admit they do believe their next 
car will be an electric or hybrid. 

Millennial are first in the queue to go 
green with one in 20 ready to switch away 
from petrol and diesel for good. More men 
(74 per cent) than women (53 per cent) are 
willing to take the plunge. 

Newcastle leads the way as the UK’s 
electric hotspot, with 17 per cent of drivers 
surveyed by carwow saying they’re 
prepared to buy an EV in the next 18-24 
months, followed by Bristol (16 per cent), 
London (15 percent) and Birmingham (12 
per cent). 

To do their bit for the environment, 45 
per cent of drivers said they’d be willing 
to go up to 10 per cent above their 
current new car budget - but a larger 58 
per cent believe the government should 
permanently incentivise the purchase of an 
EVor hybrid. 

The most popular EV with carwow’s 
two million monthly visitors remains 
the Nissan Leaf (38 per cent of electric 
car specifications in May), ahead of the 
Renault Zoe (28 per cent). 


Alex Rose, trading director at carwow, 
says: “We’ve seen demand for electric 
cars stall in 2018 so far, due to drivers’ 
uncertainty over what the future looks like. 

“Motorists are constantly asking ‘will 
there be enough charging points?’ ‘how 
long will it take to charge my car?’ and ‘will 
the price of electric cars ever come down?’ 

“It needs to be a confident choice for a 
driver to make, especially with the petrol 
and diesel deadline looming. Consumer 


confidence, or a lack thereof doesn’t just 
impact sales; manufacturers are dragging 
their feet with electric production whilst the 
vehicles aren’t selling and that’s having 
an additional impact on lead time, which 
results in an additional obstacle for drivers. 

“Now is the time for a joined up approach 
from the motoring industry and local 
and central government to build the 
infrastructure Britain needs for an all¬ 
electric future.” 



The missing piece of the self-driving puzzle is 
intelligent algorithms, not more sensors, rules and 
maps 

Trial and error is 
best way to perfect 
autonomous cars 

An autonomous car has used artificial intelligence 
to improve its driving skills within 20 minutes. 

Engineers from Cambridge University have 
developed so-called “reinforcement learning” which 
enables the vehicle to improve its ability to stay in lane 
with some initial guidance from a human. 

The team at Wayve showed how a Renault fitted with 
the technology used trial and error to correctly follow a 
lane, without the use of sensors and engineered rules 
as other self-driving cars work. 

At first, the car swerves to the side, requiring regular 
intervention from the safety driver. 

With each correction, the Al makes fewer mistakes, 
eventually learning how to properly stay in lane 
unaided. 

“The missing piece of the self-driving puzzle is 
intelligent algorithms, not more sensors, rules and 
maps,” said Wayve co-Founder and chief executive 
Amar Shah. 

“Humans have a fascinating ability to perform 
complex tasks in the real world, because our brains 
allow us to learn quickly and transfer knowledge 
across our many experiences. We want to give our 
vehicles better brains, not more hardware.” 

Wayve envisages Al reinforcement learning being 
used further in the future to deal with everything from 
traffic lights to roundabouts and intersections. 

History of the Jeep 



Jeeps came from need for cheap four-wheel-drive 
suitable for military use 
The original jeep was produced 75 years ago 
through the enforced union of Willys-Overland and 
Ford, after the US Army set manufacturers against 
one another in a competition to design and build a 
cheap four-wheel-drive vehicle suitable for military 
use. 

At that time scout vehicles were confined to 
motorcycles and sidecars from World War I together 
with modified versions of the Ford Model T. 

What the army wanted was a new kind of utility 
transport - lightweight and four-wheel-drive - with the 
first prototype ready to roll within seven weeks. 

137 companies were invited to submit designs but 
only Ford, Willys-Overland, and the American Bantam 
Car Company (ABCC) did so. The initial contract for 70 
jeeps was given to Bantam as the only manufacturer 
which actually made the deadline. 

ABCC, makers of the American Austin Seven, had the 
advantage of already working on a similar vehicle but 
they only had a very small workforce and production 
unit. 

When it came to the crunch their model failed to 
withstand the robust military testing. 

By that time World War II had broken out so the other 
two bidders - Willys-Overland and The Ford Motor 
Company - were given free access to the Bantam 
plans and prototype; Willys then produced the Quad, 
while Ford came up with the Pygmy. 










Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 19, 2018 


“•MOTORING 



This fourth-generation car is entirely new 


New Focus packing plenty of 
tech and sti I leader of pack 


YOU GET IT ALL AT T WALL 


VAUXHALL 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL ADAM 1.21 JAM 3DR **TECHNICAL PACK** RED 7,306 MILES. £8,295 

2017 (17) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0T12V ECOFLEX SRI NAV 5DR **NAVIGATION**DAB** 

BLACK 14,039 MILES. £12,995 

2017 (17) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1 .OT12V ECOFLEX SRI NAV 5DR **NAVIGATION**DAD** 

GREY 14,383 MILES . £12,995 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CDT116V136 SRI NAV *0UR DEMONSTRATOR* 

LAVA RED 13,000 MILES . £12,995 

2017 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC1.4T16V140 LIMITED EDITION 3DR **NAVIGATION/ 

LEATHER** WHITE 12,134 MILES . £13,495 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 ECOFLEX ENERGY 5DR (AC) **HEATED SEATS** 

WHITE 13,656 MILES. £8,995 

2018 (18) VAUXHALL GRANDLAND X1.2T SPORT NAV 5DR**PAN0RAMIC ROOF** 

BLACK ROOF** WHITE, 3,000 MILES . £21,495 

2017 (17) VAUXHALL MOKKA X1.4T ELITE 5DR**FULL LEATHER** ONE OWNER FROM NEW** 

BOROCAY BLUE 4587 MILES. £15,695 

2017 (67) VAUXHALL MOKKA X1.4T ELITE NAV 5DR**NAVIGATI0N** F+R PARK** 

BLUE 11,332 MILES. £15,995 

2017 (67) VAUXHALL MOKKA X1.4T ELITE NAV 5DR **NAVIGATION** LEATHER SEATS** 

GREY 11,786 MILES . £15,995 

2017 (17) VAUXHALL VIVA 1.0 SE 5DR **BLUET00TH** RED 22,228 MILES. £6,495 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA1.6 CDTi ECOFLEX TECH LINE 5DR** 7 SEATER 

FRONT & REAR PARK, SILVER 44,811 MILES. £14,795 

2011 (11) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 3DR AUTOMATIC **AIRCON** 

PEPPERDUST 26,837 MILES. £5,995 

2014 (14) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3DR ^INSURANCE FRIENDLY** 

RED 40,449 MILES . £6,195 

2013 (63) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5DR **HEATED SEATS AND STEERING WHEEL ** 

SILVER 25,524 MILES. £6,495 

2012 (12) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5DR AUTOMATIC **GREAT SERVICE HISTORY** 

SILVER 43,095 MILES. £6,495 

2015 (15) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 ECOFLEX EXCITE 3DR (AC)**INTELLINK MEDIA SYSTEM** 

WHITE 25,835 MILES. £6,795 

2015 (15) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 ECOFLEX EXCITE 3DR (AC)**REAR SENSORS** 

WHITE 14,354 MILES. £6,995 

2016 (16) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 ECOFLEX ENERGY 5DR (AC)**INTELLINK MEDIA SYSTEM** 

LOW ROAD TAX** RED 12,774 MILES. £7,895 

2016 (16) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 (75) ECOFLEX ENERGY 3DR** AIR CON **INTELLINK MEDIA** 
SILVER 9,884 MILES. £7,895 

2011 (61) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 (75) ECOFLEX ENERGY 3DR** AIR CON **INTELLINK MEDIA** 
SILVER 9,884 MILES. £7,895 

2011 (61) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T16v VXR 3DR**18** Bl COLOUR ALLOYS WHEEL UPGRADE** 
BLUE 32,083 MILES. £7,995 

2015 (65) VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY AC **INTELLINK MEDIA SYSTEM** DAB** BLUETOOTH** 

WHITE, 14,527 MILES. £7,195 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi (170) ECOFLEX SRI NAV 5DR **TOUCHSCREEN 

NAVIGATION** SILVER 28,460 MILES. £11,495 

2018 (18) VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 TURBO DECO TEC (136) SRI VX-LINE NAV 50R 

**PRE REG**SAVE £££** UNKNOWN 18 MILES. £19,495 

2011 (60) VAUXHALL MERIVA1.4116V SE 5DR** PANORAMIC ROOF** 

SILVER 58,519 MILES. £4,695 


2015 (15) VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4T16V SE 5DR AUTOMATIC**WINTER PACK AND NAVIGATION** 


BLUE, 28,547 MILES. £8,795 

2013 (13) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI SE 5DR **4WD**NAVIGATI0N**REAR CAMERA** 

BLUE 65,105 MILES. £8,695 

2014 (14) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.61 EXCLUSIV 5DR **ROOFBARS**DAB* 

*BLUETOOTH** ORANGE 48,324 MILES . £8,995 

2014 (64) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.4T EXCLUSIV 5DR**FR0NT AND REAR SENSORS** 

WHITE 26,559 MILES. £9,695 

2014 (64) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6 CDTI EXCLUSIV 5DR AUTOMATIC* 

*FRONT AND REAR PARK** GREY 39,612 MILES. £10,295 

2015 (15) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.4T EXCLUSIV 5DR**0NE OWNER FROM 

NEW**DAB+BLUETOOTH** 27,985 MILES . £10,495 

2015 (65) VAUXHALL ADAM 1.21 JAM 3DR**TECHNICAL PACK** RED 22,141 MILES. £6,995 

2013 (63) VAUXHALL ADAM 1.41 JAM 3DR**INTELLINK**BLACK ROOF** 

WHITE £13,644 MILES. £6,995 

2015 (65) VAUXHALL ADAM 1.41 SLAM 3DR **DAB**FULL SERVICE HISTORY** 

RED 19,438 MILES . £7,895 

2015 (15) VAUXHALL ADAM 1.41 ECOFLEX GLAM 3DR, EASYTRONIC**AUTOMATIC* 

*SUNROOF** RED 14,694 MILES. £7,995 

2015 (15) VAUXHALL AMPERA POSITIV 5DR AUTO**REAR CAMERA**HEATED SEATS* 

* WHITE 35,815 MILES . £15,495 

2015 (65) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6116V TECHLINE GT 5DR **BIG SCREEN 

NAVIGATION**BLUETOOTH** SILVER 30,844 MILES . £8,995 

2016 (16) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CDTi 16V136 SRI 5DR **INTELLINK MEDIA SYSTEM* 

* LOW ROAD TAX** GREY 20,499 MILES . £10,995 

2016 (66) VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CDTi 16V136 ELITE NAV 5DR AUTOMATIC * 

UPGRADED ALLOYS** SILVER 6,523 MILES. £12,995 

2014 (14) VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.4T16V140 SRI 3DR**BLUET00TH** 

RED 41,733 MILES . £7,795 

2010 (60) VAUXHALL COMBO 20001.3 CDTi 16V CREW VAN (75PS) **N0 VAT* 

*TWIN SLIDING DOORS** RED 39,334 MILES. £5,695 

2011 (61) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 EXCITE 5DR **AIRCON**BLUETOOTH** 

BLUE 60,029 MILES. £4,495 

2011 (61) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4116V (100) SE 5DR**HEATED SEATS AND STEERING WHEEL** 
BLACK 33,174 MILES. £5,495 

2011 (11) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 EXCITE 5DR (AC) **BLUETOOTH** 

SILVER 23,555 MILES. £5,495 

OTHER FRANCHISES 

2016 (16) SSANGYONG TIVOL11.6 EX 5DR**REAR CAMERA**FULL LEATHER* 

•CROSSOVER** PETROL 19,084 MILES. £10,495 

2015 (15) FORD KA1.2 TITANIUM 3DR (START STOP) **CLIMATE CONTROL** 

RED 19,394 MILES . £6,495 

2015 (15) VOLKSWAGEN POL01.2 TSI SE 3DR **DAB**BLUETOOTH**GOOD HISTORY** 

GREY 21,230 MILES. £8,795 

2015 (64) SKODA YET11.2 TSI S 5DR DSG**AUTOMATIC**BLUETOOTH** 

BLUE 25,243 MILES. £10,495 

2013 (63) PEUGEOT 2081.4 HDI ACTIVE 5DR **BLUETOOTH**TOUCHSCREEN MEDIA** 

SILVER 42,800 MILES. £6,295 

2014 (14) BMW3 SERIES 320D SPORT 4DR**FULL LEATHER + HEATED SSEATS** 

BLACK 57,687 MILES. £11,495 

2017 (17) CITROEN C31.2 PURETECH FEEL 5DR**DAB**MEDIA SCREEN** 

RED 5,512 MILES . £10,695 

2017 (17) CITROEN C4 PICASS01.6 BLUE HDI FEEL 5DR**NAVIGATI0N**F+R PARKING** 

BLUE, 4,991 MILES. £14,995 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB 


Award winning family-run business-established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


VAUXHALL 


By Jon Reay _ 

Twenty years after the first Focus was launched, 
Ford’s mid-sized hatch might not be the sales chart- 
topper it once was - now usurped by its smaller 
sibling, the Fiesta - but there’s no underestimating 
how important it still is to the brand and to buyers in 
the UK. 

As you’d expect, Ford isn’t messing around here. This 
fourth-generation car is entirely new, is filled with even 
more technology than before, and promises to be even 
better to drive thanks to a stiffer chassis and some clever 
suspension bits and pieces. 

There’s also an array of new or heavily improved 
engines available, including new 1.5-litre petrols with fuel¬ 
sipping cylinder deactivation tech. 

Also new is the eight-speed automatic gearbox, 
complete here with a Jaguar-style rotary dial for 
selecting park, reverse and drive. Replacing the previous 
PowerShift dual-clutch set-ups, this is a proper automatic 

- and a good one at that. 

The Focus gets four engines - two petrols, two diesels 

- in various states of tune. A 1.0-litre EcoBoost borrowed 
from the old car is the cheapest, although we’d advise 
against the entry-level 83bhp version in a car of this size. 



The new Focus is an even better drive 

We drove the 148bhp 1.5 petrol and it felt just about 
right: torquey all the way through the rev range, with 
just enough power to have some fun. It’s refined too 

- virtually silent most of the time, only generating that 
typical three-cylinder thrum with heavy use of the throttle. 

Information about gradient, cornering speed and 
driving style is fed to the gearbox’s computer, which 
does a surprisingly good job of working out when to shift 
down or up on its own, meaning you’re rarely left waiting 
for the right gear to materialise. 

The Focus’s manual options - two six-speed ’boxes 

- have been tweaked for improved shift quality and 
efficiency too. 

Aside from its bold design, it was driving dynamics 
where the original 1998 Focus really stood out from 
the crowd - so does the fourth generation carry on the 
tradition? In a word, yes. It’s still great fun to drive, and 
arguably more enjoyable behind the wheel than the car 
it replaces. 

The driving position is spot on, dials are all clear and 
easy to read, and most trim levels come with plenty of 
seat adjustability (for the driver at least). 

Front and rear visibility is on a par with rivals’, and 
the Focus is easy enough to park without the use of 
any electronic aids. That said, parking sensors are 
included on Titanium trim and above, while Ford’s newly 
improved Active Park Assist system is even easier to use 
than before: provided your Focus has the eight-speed 
automatic, it’ll now accelerate and brake as well as steer 
itself into a space. 

Its wheelbase has been increased to allow for extra 
rear legroom, and the dashboard is now less deep and 
sculpted in such a way that the interior feels airier and 
more spacious. Rear passengers get plenty of legroom 
even in hatchback models, although taller passengers 
could feel the squeeze on headroom - particularly when 
the panoramic sunroof option is fitted. 

However, if practicality is a priority, the estate version 
has you covered. With the rear seats in place it’ll now 
take loads that are 43mm higher and 25mm longer than 
before, while folding them flat - now at the pull of a switch 

- gives a load capacity of 1,650 litres. That’s not quite as 
spacious as the cavernous Skoda Octavia estate, but it 
does beat the similarly sized Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 
by 20 litres or so 

Surprise surprise, the new Focus is - from the driver’s 
seat at least - probably the best car in its segment once 
again. There are rivals with posher interiors, cheaper 
price tags or longer warranties, but as an overall package 
the Focus is still the one to beat. 


































































Bhylls Acre School were runners-up in the competition behind Stowheath 


Bunkered - Palmers Cross School pupils during the Wolverhampton Primary Tri Golf Festival 



Youngsters from St Thomas’s Primary putt their skills to the test 



Rylan Povey, aged 11, and Maddison Mitchel,12 


Stowheath leave school 
rivals green with envy 



SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“I/Ve are keen to introduce 
youngsters to the sport and 
James will be holding some 
summer camps during the 
holidays.” 


STOWHEATH Primary School are top of 
the class when it comes to golf. 

Youngsters from the school claimed victory in 
the Wolverhampton Primary Tri Golf Festival, 
held at Penn Golf Club. 

The popular annual event continues to go from 
strength to strength with 30 schools from the city 
taking part in the qualifying rounds. Six schools - 
Stowheath, St Thomas C of E, St Andrews C of E, 
Palmers Cross, Bhylls Acre, and Rakegate - battled 
their way through to the final shootout for glory. 

And it was Stowheath who came out on top with 
Bhylls Acre claiming the runners-up spot and St An¬ 
drews C of E completing the top three. 

It meant the trio of schools were able to go on to 
represent Wolverhampton at the Black Country 
Games. 

Enjoyed 

Partnerships and Schools Sports (PASS) worked 
with Penn Golf Club to stage the final, with the host 
club deeming it a huge success. 

“There were 66 pupils from six schools taking part 
and they all seemed to have enjoyed the day,” said 
Penn GC secretary Mick Woodhouse. 

“They were from the schools that had won the vari¬ 
ous festivals that were held during the spring term in 
secondary schools across Wolverhampton. 

“There were six different events featuring various 
challenges for the youngsters. We closed down the 


St Andrews C of E School youngsters 

first and second holes and also used the putting green. 

“And there was a bunker challenge which they all 
enjoyed. It was a great day and it ended with our lady 
captain, Angela Hughes, and club professional, James 
Wright, presenting the prizes.” 

Penn are pro-active when it comes to encouraging 
junior participation and Woodhouse is hoping the 
event will help produce golfers of the future. 

“It’s great to see youngsters getting an introduc¬ 
tion to the sport,” he said. 

“This was probably the first time some of them had 
played on a golf course. 

“There were several parents there supporting their 
children and from the club’s point of view it would be 
great if a few of the youngsters took up the sport and 
joined our junior section. 

“We are keen to introduce youngsters to the sport 


Rakegate Primary were among those taking part 

and James will be holding some summer camps dur¬ 
ing the holidays. 

“We have managed to obtain some funding from 
the golf foundation to help with the cost.” 

As well as the primary school participants, there 
were also a number of secondary school students from 
Our Lady and St Chads on hand to ensure the event 
ran smoothly. 

Rebecca Gingell, school games organiser/director of 
specialism at Our Lady & St Chad Catholic Academy, 
said: “Pupils from Our Lady and St Chad Academy 
officiated and led the year four pupils though all the 
activities. 

“It was a great day, providing young people with 
the opportunity to play golf on a real golf course and 
start on the club pathway. A big thank you to the club 
and OLSC for the support and delivery of the day.” 


Boss Moore’s merry 
over Scottish trip 

ALBION boss Darren Moore says his side have taken plenty of positives 
from their pre-season trip to Scotland. 

The Baggies have been ramping up their preparations for the 2018/19 
campaign by taking part in a gruelling training camp at St Andrew’s Uni¬ 
versity. 

Those put through their paces included new goalkeeper Sam Johnstone 
as well as James Morrison, who is battling to prove his fitness and earn a 
new deal. 

And Moore said he was pleased with the progress his players made. “In 
terms of the group moving to the next stage of our preparations, I couldn’t 
be more satisfied,” the boss said. 

“The group have applied themselves really, really well. 

“We’re seeing good signs developing within the group,” he added. 

“The application from the players has been magnificent in terms of their 
going about their work and achieving here what we set out to do.” 


Golf day in memory 
of late, great Cyrille 

AN Albion supporters’ club is holding a golf day in memory of Cyrille Regis 
that will be attended by his widow Julia. 

Alan Jones-Bratt, founder of the West Bromwich Albion Supporters’ Golf 
Club, has organised the Cyrille Regis Memorial Golf Day at Sandwell Park 
Golf Club for Friday, August 17. 

As well as honouring Regis’s memory, any money raised will be donated 
to the family. Julia has agreed to play a round and will be entering a team 
of four. She said: “It’s wonderful they want to honour Cyrille’s legacy by 
dedicating the day to his memory.” 

Former Albion and Villa boss Ron Atkinson and ex-Villa player Steve 
Staunton could also play. Jones-Bratt is looking for sponsors and players 
keen to join in. 

Julia is also planning to organise her own golf day to remember Cyrille 
at a later date. To play in, or to sponsor the memorial golf day, call 
07786708362. The closing date for entries is August 3. 


Diffusion are spot on 
to net national spoils 

DIFFUSION FC Veterans defied the heatwave and a stern test to put their 
rivals on the spot in a national competition. 

The Wolverhampton side overcame a Walthamstow-based Interwood side 
featuring Barry Hayles and Leon Constantine to be crowned as Over-40s 
national champions on penalties. 

The shoot-out success in thee national final at Lilleshall followed a 1-1 
draw in normal time. Paul Whyte had equalised for Diffusion. 

“It was a really hot day and we were up against a very good and physical 
side, but the game was played in a great atmosphere,” said Diffusion play¬ 
er-manager Andrew Sperling. 

Successful penalty takers for Diffusion were former professionals Dean 
Bennett and Jake Sedgemore, captain and man-of-the-match Rob Perks, 
and Whyte. 

“There were 22 very tired players coming off at the end in such hot condi¬ 
tions, but we went off and had a couple of beers to celebrate,” said Sperling. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 19, 2018 











































Youngsters putt their 
golf skills to the test 

Page 31 




SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Tyler will 
warm up for 
this title shot 

TYLER Denny will warm-up for his Eng¬ 
lish title tilt with a six-round headline 
bout at Walsall Town Hall on Saturday. 

The Rowley Regis middleweight boxer 
- signed to Black Country Boxing - is set 
to face Leeds’ Reece Cartwright for the 
English crown, as ordered by the Brit¬ 
ish Boxing Board of Control that he will 
compete for the English crown. 

With the contest out at purse bids, 
BCB’s head of boxing, Errol Johnson, 
has moved quickly to get reigning Mid¬ 
lands Area middleweight champion 
Denny ready for his title tilt with a warm 
up bout. 

“It’s important to get Tyler out,” 
Johnson said. “Tyler’s last fight was a 
six-rounder in May so he needs a few 
rounds in before starting camp for the 
Cartwright fight.” 

Also on the bill this weekend is BCB’s 
new signing at super bantamweight, 
James Beech Junior. 

The Bloxwich native is joined by Wal¬ 
sall’s Shaun Cooper (super lightweight) 
and Levi Ferguson (super welterweight). 
Wolverhampton cruiserweight Antony 
Woolery is also in action. 

Tickets are on sale now from the Wal¬ 
sall Town Hall box office. 

Swimming club 
pull together to 
finish with a win 

SHAKING off the disappointment of 
failing to be promoted in the Junior 
League, Halesowen swimmers travelled 
to the season curtain closer in Tam- 
worth in the final round of the Mercian 
League. 

The squad was stretched to almost 
breaking point due to holiday commit¬ 
ments with many swimmers being asked 
to compete in an older age group and 
club veterans donning their swimming 
gear once more to help out in the open 
age group. 

In a tightly fought gala it all came 
down to the final relay, which Halesowen 
won to gain victory by the smallest of 
margins. 

Special mentions must go to the re¬ 
turning legends who helped in the open 
age group, Natasha and Georgia Bird, 
Zac Collins, Julie Everton and Stu Jones 
and also to double individual event win¬ 
ners Grace Guy, Sahana Jain, Holly 
Simpson and William Walker. 

The hardest working swimmers were, 
without question, the 12 years girls’ team 
of Grace Guy - aged 10 - with Audrey 
Hackett, Aahana Jain and Sahana Jain 
who, due to the decimated squad, had to 
swim all of the 14 years girls’ races as 
well as their own age group. 

The final scores were Halesowen 238, 
Bromsgrove 236, Perry Beeches 207 and 
Tamworth 153. 


Darcey is a big hit on the world stage 


A FUTURE karate star from Dudley 
has already tasted success at the World 
Championships at the tender age of sev¬ 
en. 

Darcey Hawkes started practising ka¬ 
rate when she was three and four years 
later she has won a bronze medal on the 
global stage. 

Both Darcey and her older brother 
Harvey, aged 15, were part of the Great 
^ ... British karate squad taking part in the 

Darcey Hawkes 



Championships held in Dundee, Scot¬ 
land. 

But even though Harvey just missed 
out on a medal in his age group, his 
fourth-placed finish was incredibly im¬ 
pressive considering he was one of the 
youngest in his category. 

“He’s still beating himself up a bit,” 
admitted proud mum Julie Hawkes. “It’s 
the first time ever he didn’t medal, but 
he was competing against people two 


years older than him because the cate¬ 
gory was 15 to 17. 

“Darcey got a bronze She has been 
doing it since she was three, as soon as 
we could get a karate suit on her she was 
in one.” 

Harvey and Darcey, who live in Quarry 
Bank, both train at Dudley Shukokai Ka¬ 
rate with their aunt, Mandie Read, who 
is an England coach for the AKA Karate 
team. 


HALES RETURN 
TO TOP FORM 


HALESOWEN returned to win¬ 
ning ways in front of a bump¬ 
er crowd of over 800 at Seth 
Somers Park. 

Opening bowler Eddie Rhodes took 
five for 35 to lead the way as Tamworth 
slumped to 103 all out before an unbro¬ 
ken fourth wicket stand between Hales 
skipper Alexei Kervezee (52 not out) 
and Ed Kilbee (38 not out). 

They lifted the home side from a precarious 
42 for three to a convincing seven wicket vic¬ 
tory which takes them up to fifth in the table in 
Birmingham League Division One, seven points 
behind Oswestry, who they visit in north Shrop¬ 
shire on Saturday. 

Captain Kervezee said: “That was more like it, 
that’s the standard we need to set for the remain¬ 
ing set of matches. We made a few changes in 
the week and that will take some time to bed-in, 
we know that, but also we have spent a lot of 
time with mapping out a few key things for the 
upcoming matches. 

Brilliant 

“Eddie was brilliant and together with us up¬ 
ping the ante at training, it is beginning to show. 
We are now seven points off a promotion spot and 
we play Oswestry who are second, which is ex¬ 
actly what we want.’ 

Asked about his return to form, the skipper 
said: “I really feel I am getting back to my best 
again. It’s been quite a challenge learning to cap¬ 
tain a team and be the figurehead of the club. It’s 
a lot to take on when you are new to it all. 

I have really good support around me all the 
time from both the players and the off-field per¬ 
sonnel. We knew it would all click eventually.” 

The second team suffered a blip but remain in 
top spot having lost to Ombersley. After sliding 
to 103 all out in 38 overs thanks to Mohammed 
Shauib’s 41, Halesowen were undone by Ryan 
D’Oliveria’s 5-29 followed up by a quickfire 51. 
Only leg spinner Archie Reeves (3-43) made any 
headway for the visitors, who lost by five wickets. 


Enville duo book trip to Portugal 



Aidan Kingsbury, left, and Richard Copsey with the Lombard Trophy Photo by Clint Hughes 


TEENAGE amateur Aidan Kingsbury pro¬ 
duced a devastating round with PGA profes¬ 
sional Richard Copsey to win the Lombard 
Trophy Midlands regional final on home soil at 
Enville Golf Club. 

They swept aside their rivals to card a dom¬ 
inant 11 par round of 61 to win by five shots 
ahead of their nearest challengers, Jamie Hill- 
ier and Ashley Wilding, of Solihull’s Robin 
Hood Golf Club, and John Stubbs and Barry 
Durbridge, of Tadmarton Heath Golf Club 
near Banbury. 

The Enville duo will travel to Portugal for 


the £41,450, Coca-Cola and Pestana Resorts 
supported National Pro-Am grand final which 
will be played at the Vila Sol resort in the Al¬ 
garve between September 20 and 21. 

Dudley-based Kingsbury, 19, is a former 
junior captain at Enville who is working as a 
trainee draughtsman before going to univer¬ 
sity in the Netherlands to study maths. 

He plays off a handicap of five and has not 
ruled out a career in golf but wants to complete 
his studies first, adding: “Even if I am at uni¬ 
versity in September, this final will take prior¬ 
ity now. Don’t worry about that, I’ll be there!” 


Undefeated 
Stour secure 
losing draw 

STOURBRIDGE remain undefeated 
at the top of Division Three of the Bir¬ 
mingham and District League. 

Handsworth put themselves in a 
strong position by scoring 357 for four 
off 55 overs but the home side got them¬ 
selves out of jail by holding on to the last 
wicket and forcing a losing draw. Opener 
Waseem Mazhar and number three Ren- 
rick Hooper took the score from 36 for 
one to 177 for two. Mazhar bowled by 
Nathan Crudeli for 76. 

The punishing run rate continued 
from Hooper with the number four 
Bevon Brown, together they put on 179 
pushing the run rate to 6.5 runs an over. 
Hooper remained not out on 167 (that 
included 15 fours and ten sixes) and 
Brown was out in the final over bowled 
by Crudeli for 73. 

Stour faced their first outright defeat 
of the season as they crumbled to 85 for 
four. Paceman Winston Lewis took the 
wicket of Jujhar Johal (5), Matt Bradley 
(17), Harshad Patel (21) and the prized 
wicket of ex-Handsworth skipper Mar- 
varick Pery (0). Things turned from bad 
to worse when skipper Josh Banks was 
bowled by Kenrick Smith for 12. 

Hopes of Stour victory faded despite 
the 84 between Dwayne Crossgill and 
Crudeli, when Crossgill was caught in 
the covers for 43 off Brown. Crudeli and 
batsman Jitesh Jivan-Patel progressed 
the score from 169 to 225 for seven when 
Crudeli was caught for 79. Jivan- Patel 
(67) was run out off the final delivery 
but helped Stour secure a losing draw. 

New club makes 
fun the priority 

A STOURBRIDGE resident has start¬ 
ed a local walking football group and is 
keen for folks to get involved. 

Kevin Weston, aged 58, a lifelong foot¬ 
ball fan, says he wants to form a group 
that despite being competitive, has fun 
and a sense of togetherness at its core. 

“I’ve been with other clubs and its all 
very serious,” he said. “I played indoor 
football many years ago, but walking 
football has made me remember why I 
enjoyed playing so much.” 

The club, which currently has up to 
ten members, is looking for new players. 
Contact Kevin via email at kevinwesto 
nuk@yahoo.com. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6% 
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